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Fire Chiefs in cities 
large and small are 
increasing the ef- 
ficiency of their 
men by placing 
these valuable 
books in every sta- 
tion. And, with the 
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fire department of- 
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BOOKS .. approved 


progressive fire chiefs and 
ambitious firemen everywhere 


by 


THE FIRE CHIEF'S HANDBOOK 


By FRED SHEPPERD. In Collaboration with 
the EDUCATIONAL COMMITTEE of the 
INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FIRE 
CHIEFS. There have been books on fire-fighting, 
but never anything so complete and authoritative as 
the “Fire Chief's Handbook.”’ This book, a gold- 
mine of practical, helpful data, gives a reliable, up-to- 
the-minute answer to almost every question that 
might come up in modern fire-fighting practice. 

For progressive fire chiefs interested in up-to-date 
fire fighting methods, the “Fire Chief's Handbook’’ 
will be a mighty valuable reference guide. It gives 
to ambitious fire department officers and men, in 
plain, understandable form, information that should 


prove extremely helpful in preparing for promotional 
examinations. In fact, it is a book every fireman 
needs and ought to have. HERE ARE SOME OF 
THE SUBJECTS COVERED: Fire Department 
Tools and Equipment, Motor Fire Apparatus Pumps. 
Fire Extinguishers and Their Use, Fire Streams, 
Fire-Fighting Methods, Fire Station Design, Train- 
ing of Firemen, Salvage Operations, Building Inspec- 


tion, Ventilation at Fires, Care of Fire Hose, 
Chemistry of Fire, Heat and Its Action, Drill 
Towers, Drills and Evolutions, Forcible Entry, 


Exposures, Standpipe Work at Fires — and Many 
Other Things. 485 pages, fully illustrated. Order 
Your Copy Today. 


Price $4.00 Postpaid 


SIMPLIFIED FIRE DEPARTMENT HYDRAULICS 


A 152 page book, fully illustrated, by Fred Shep- 
perd, Managing Editor of Fire ENGINEERING. 

A complete course of instruction in fire department 
hydraulics. Designed to prepare fire department 
officers for hydraulic questions in examinations, such 
as required of all ranks. 


Contains over 150 problems in fire department hy- 


draulics asked in examination in New York, Chicago, 
Milwaukee, Seattle, Newark, and a score of other 
large cities. 

Treats fully all departments of fire department 
hydraulics including pressure calculations, friction 
loss, engine and nozzle pressures, range of streams, 
capacities of engines, discharge from nozzles, hy- 
drants, sprinklers, etc., etc. 


Price $2.00 Postpaid 


A 260 page book, fully illustrated, by Geo. J. Kuss, 
Former Deputy Chief, New York Fire Department, 
and Fred Shepperd, Managing Editor of Fire 
ENGINEERING. 

Contains questions asked at promotional examina- 
tions in practically every city in the country where 
civil service examinations are held, with answers. 


Includes chapters on Report Writing, How to 
Answer Examination Questions, Chemistry Examina- 


tion Questions, Fire Fighting Questions, Overhaul- 
ing, Ventilation, Fire Preyention, Inspection, Evolu- 
tions, Drills, Use of Apparatus, Rescue Work, and 
in fact all the topics covered by the fire department 
promotional examinations. 

If you are studying for a promotional examination, 
you need this book, and if you are not studying for 
examination, this book will nevertheless give you a 
vast amount of valuable information on up-to-date 
fire methods. 


Price $2.50 Postpaid 


Book Department, Case-Shepperd-Mann Pub. Corp. 
24 W. 40th St., New York, N. Y. 


Gentlemen: I am enclosing money order (or check) for $ 


ee Copies of “The Fire Chief’s Handbook” at 


$4.00 each. 


tenant and “Captain” at $2.50 each. 


jewewead Copies of “Simplified Fire Department Hy- 


draulics” at $2.00 each. 


Address.... 
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for which please send me the following 


Copies of “Questions and Answers for Lieu- 
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N_ 1853 Mr. Chris Ahrens, founder of the Ahrens Ahrens-Fox apparatus is designed and built by men who 

Manufacturing Company, and father of John P. are specialists in the building of dependable motor fire 

Ahrens, vice-president of Ahrens-Fox, helped build apparatus and who know.the needs of the service from 
& first successful steam fire engine in this country. long lifetimes of experience. Thus Cincinnati’s new 
Reveten. saw service in the Cincinnati Fire equipment performs beyond all expectations! 


Since then more tian one hundred pieces of Ahrens-Fox No matter what type of pumper your city needs, re- 
fire apparatus have successfully served the Cincinnati member that Ahrens-Fox are specialists in the building 
Fire Department. And now Cincinnati selects three of dependable motor fire apparatus. Write for full 
more Ahrens-Fox Pumping Engines! information—and make your own comparisons. 


THE AHRENS-FOX FIRE ENGINE CO. --- CINCINNATI, OHIO 
& 
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ONE OF THE THREE new Centrifugal Pumpers of the 
Cincinnati Fire Department. 


Note the rear windshield with 
hangers for 4 men. Complete pro- 
a tection without sacrificing utility 


of the apparatus. The windshield 
can be tilted up out of the way when stretching in or 
loading hose. 










We shall appreciate your mentioning FirE ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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Marshal of California, and Executive Sec- 
retary of the International Association of How the Albany, Ga., Department Keeps Down Fire Losses.......... s 
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“I was recently called before a city ? c : ' 

council to discuss with them the ap- Who's Who in the Fire Service a0 208 ob Seles ee edepee es 26 

pointment of a new chief. (This was List of Members of Pacific Coast Association of Fire Chiefs 

only one of six such cases which have (continued) 

occurred within the past three months.) 

They were desirous of appointing one What" . 

of their local men, but a casual inter- hat's Burning 27 

view with the prospect convinced the 
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A FEDERAL “77" 
Doubletone Siren with 
Light Mounted on Chief's 
Car. 


Specify 


FEDERAL77 


DOUBLETONE SIREN 


with the Red Flashing Light 


@ Don’t bargain for cheap substitutes when a few pennies 
more give you trouble-free service, extra protection, 
economy, and quality, reasonably priced. 


SERVICE: A doubletone siren whose two-tone roar and red 
flashing light d ds i diate safety for traffic and pedestrians. 





PROTECTION: Protects your expensive equipment from _ac- 
cidents. Protects the lives of your men and pedestrians. Pro- 
tects valuable property by getting you to the fire quicker. 
ECONOMY: Long rolling ball bearing action for more than 2 
minutes after current is cut off, saves the battery. Standard 
battery more than adequate. 


QUALITY: Precision built—rugged construction, chrome finish. 


Electric Brake stops siren roar instantly, in zone of quiet. 
Grease sealed ball bearing action aids longevity. Streamlined. 
Large flashing red light. 


Write for our 30-day TRIAL offer and bulletin No. 61 


FEDERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY, INC. 
8702 SOUTH STATE STREET CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 














Clear Water 
No Chemicals 





D. B. SMITH & CO. occ: 


Hereules Equipment & Western Lengeey 
wu! \ Machinery 

550 Third Street 302 SW. 4th Street 

San Franciseo, Calif. Portiand, Oregon 


Roy G. 
617 East Third St., 











Fire truck of Delray Beach, Florida, fire department equipped 
with twelve INDIAN FIRE PUMPS, six on each side. 


“ONE MAN citi 


an WDIAN does the 


zork of 4A with brooms 
That’s what and shovels”’ 


L. W. Cook, 
ief of Del- 
wong es Florida Fire Department, says 


about his INDIAN FIRE PUMPS. Here 
is Chief Cook’s letter: 


oe ipped with many 

“Our booster apparatus 1s pp gone fire 
) “ grass 

INDIAN FIRE PUMPS to men's this is the 


‘i NDI 
problem. Thanks to our I fire loss during our 


ae I ae inguish fires with 5 
he old method of 
ovels thus reducing the cost 75%. 


brooms and d the INDIANS of greatest 


We surely have foun 
value.” 


tion fires, rubbish fires, etc. 


uses of INDIAN FIRE PUMPS. 


price list. 


PACIFIC COAST AGENTS: 


Pacific Marine Supply Co. 
1217 Western Ave., Seattle, Wash. 
Davis Co. 
Los Angeles, Cal. 


In addition to using INDIANS on 
all) grass fires, many departments 
rely on them instead of the chemical 
type for spot, roof and chimney fires, 
overheated stoves, room and parti- 
No 
piece of equipment has the many 





Send for our complete catalog and 








We shall appreciate your mentioning Firr ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 











Such districts in all 
cities should be ad- 


equately protected 
against fire losses 





THE LIFE BLOOD of the city is its 
business interests and their greatest 
enemy is Fire. History's pages are 
lighted by great cities in flames—by 
industries destroyed, people impover- 
ished, progress retarded. The fire 
records of our municipalities afford 
conclusive evidence that the days of 
conflagration are by no means past. 
Each year, one or more holocausts 
occur striking in a most unexpected 


manner. 


Gamewell Three-Fold fire alarm boxes, 
visibly mounted—as in the illustration 
—contribute immeasurably to the 
safety of the community. 















Three-Fold Fire 
Alarm Box on Type 
U1000-6 Pedestal 





FIRE ENGINEERING 





How about “box 
visibility” in your 
ee 4 oe eee 


Adequacy in quantity alone is insuffi- 
cient. Boxes mounted on poles or 
buildings are frequently obscured, par- 
ticularly at night. The unit illustrated 
is the ideal combination irrespective 
of aerial or underground wire connec- 
tions. Properly located at street in- 
tersections and ‘other points of fire 
hazard it advertises the existence and 
purpose of fire alarm protection and 
lets the taxpayers see what they are 
getting for their money. 


Gamewell offers full cooperation in 
planning fire alarm protection. 


THE GCAMEWELL 


COMPANY 


Newton Upper Falls, Mass. 








Kindly mention Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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Opposition? Chiefs’ Committee on Co- 
operation with the National 
Board of Fire Underwriters, 
revised performance specifications for pumpers 
were recently prepared. 


The new requirements call for: 


Rated capacity at 150 pounds pressure. 
7/10 rated capacity at 200 pounds pressure. 
Y rated capacity at 250 pounds pressure. 


The old specifications (originally prepared 
for steam fire engines) require: 


Rated capacity at 120 pounds pressure. 
Y,4 rated capacity at 200 pounds pressure. 
¥% rated capacity at 250 pounds pressure. 


The new specifications have met approval 
by the members of the Fire Apparatus Manu- 
facturers Association, the National Board of 
Fire Underwriters, the National Fire Protec- 
tion Association and, of greatest importance, 
the International Association of Fire Chiefs. 


The only voice of disapproval at the N.F.P.A. 
1938 Convention was that of some of the insur- 
ance rating organizations, and so determined 
was their opposition that the adoption of the 
new specifications has been prevented. 


It is hard to understand their opposition, for 
there will be no increase in cost of apparatus 
built to meet the new performance require- 
ments ; commercial chassis can still be used for 
fire apparatus, and the manufacturers of fire 
apparatus are willing to conform to the new 
specifications. 


In other words, Fire Departments would get 
over 25% greater performance from their 
pumpers at not one cent increase in cost, and no 
manufacturer of standard fire trucks would be 
injured in any manner. 


To insist that the old specifications, set up 
over two decades ago for steam fire engines 


Volume 92 JANUARY, 1939 No. | 
With the Editor : 
Why the At the suggestion of the Fire and early motor pumpers, cannot be improved 


upon for present day motor apparatus is most 
reactionary. This insistence would indicate the 
failure to realize that both motors and pumps 
have been improved vastly since that time. 


If this excess performance were not needed, 
one might be inclined to feel the rating organ- 
izations correct in their opposition. But today 
an engine which can pump through lines over 
25% longer than formerly and can give greater 
discharge at greater pressure renders additional 
valuable service to the fire field. 


Contrary to common belief, it is the small de- 
partment which must stretch the longest lines, 
and right here is where the pumper with the 
excess power gives invaluable performance. 
Big cities, of course, regularly utilize the 
greater pressures and increased capacities of the 
more powerful machines. 


Because all the standard manufacturers can, 
or do, build pumpers with large reserve ca- 
pacity, they are subjected to destructive com- 
petition by apparatus builders who put out 
pumpers which just get by the old specifica- 
tions. The new requirements would tend to 
put all manufacturers on the same competitive 
level and the purchaser of their product would 
get his money’s worth in power and capacity. 


It would appear that the Fire Chief, who 
must use the apparatus, should have the final 
say when it comes to specifications. Insurance 
rating organizations, on the other hand, it 
would seem to us, should concede that the Fire 
Chief, who must put out the fires, is in a better 
position to say what he needs. 


It is hoped that the opposition to the mod- 
ernized specifications will disappear and the 
wishes of the Fire Chiefs prevail. 


ied Gheyp— 
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How the Albany, Ga., Department 
Keeps Down Fire Losses 


Under the Able Managership of Chief D. W. Brosnan the 
Citizens Are Taught to Be Fire Conscious—How It is Done 


Apany is a city of approxi- 
mately 20,000 population and is about 
three miles square, located in south- 
west Georgia. It has a mild climate, 
with prevailing southwest winds from 
the Gulf of Mexico and is protected 
from fire as follows: 


Fire Prevention First Line of Defense 


Fire prevention is the first fire de- 
fense and is practiced by schooling 
the citizens on the hazards of fire. 
School children listen to two lectures 
on fire prevention each year. All 
civic clubs hear at least one talk an- 
nually on the subject. Newspaper 
advertisements, news items and edi- 
torials carry the story of prevention 
of fire and through these efforts we 
have made the people fire conscious. 

This is followed up, first, by the 
adoption and enforcement of the Na- 
tional Board building code. Second, 
by the adoption and enforcement of 
the fire waste code of the National 
Board, together with some stricter or- 
dinances than the code would demand. 


Next, uniformed firemen inspect 
monthly every mercantile establish- 
ment and factory, together with 


schools, churches and all other places 
of public assembly. All dwellings are 
inspected annually. 


Mercantile District Covered by 
Night Patrol 


A fire patrol of uniformed firemen 
covers the mercantile and warehouse 
section at night. A complete patrol 
is made each hour. By this means we 
discover incipient fires and also make 
it a risky job for crooks to perpetrate 
arson. One man is detailed from 
each company to perform this service 
and the results have been so gratify- 
ing that the men engaged in this work 
have become sold on it and try to 
make the patrols better and better. 
This one service saves us thousands 
of dollars annually in losses, for the 
fire is discovered promptly and the 
loss is held to a minimum. 

The result of this intensive effort 


By CHIEF D. W. BROSNAN 
Fire Department, Albany, Ga. 





Chief D W. Brosnan 


in fire prevention speaks for itself. 
We have fewer fires in buildings to- 
day than we had 20 years ago, in 
spite of the fact that the population 
has doubled and the property under 
protection of the department has 
quadrupled. 


The Fire Alarm Telegraph System 


The city is protected by a fire alarm 
telegraph system of 101 street sta- 
tions. We have a box a block and the 
boxes are located on pedestals where 
they can be seen. Wires leading to 
all boxes are underground and pro- 
tected by lightning arrestors. The 








Subsequent to the appearance of 
an article in FIRE ENGINEER- 
ING under the head of “Bill Bros- 
nan, Chief Extraordinary,” readers 
requested some information as to 
the Fire Department of Albany, 
Ga., its equipment and methods. 
The following article is the result 
of a request to Chief Brosnan for 
this information. 








result is that we receive 70 per cent 
of our alarms over the box circuits. 


Central Fire Station and Equipment 


We have one central fire station, 
located in the center of the territory. 
The manual force consists of 20 men, 
divided into two platoons. Privates 
receive $136.50 monthly, besides two 
uniforms a year, coats, boots and 
helmets; a vacation each year; are 
not docked for sick time and the city 
carries $5,000 compensation on each 
man. 

The fire-fighing equipment is as 
follows: Two 1,000-gallon triple com- 
bination pumpers; one 750-gallon 
triple pumper; one combination 
wagon; one 65-foot hydraulically op- 
erated, all metal aerial ladder, to- 
gether with 250 feet of other ladders ; 
one city service truck, with booster 
pump, carrying 400 feet of ladders, 
and one Chief’s car, Packard master 
eight. 


Hose, Nozzles and Pipes 


The trucks carry 7,200 feet of the 
best quality of fire hose that money 
can purchase. Hose is tested semi- 
annually at 200 pounds and any 
lengths that are found to sweat are 
thrown out. We have not had a 
length burst at a fire in the past 25 
years. Three thousand feet of hose 
is carried in reserve. All pumpers 
carry booster tanks and 200 feet of 
1%-inch hose. Two wagons carry 
turret pipes, one carries a deluge set 
and the aerial ladder is equipped with 
a ladder pipe. (We don’t have to 
use these, but they are handy if we 
should need them.) Each wagon 
carries four tarpaulin covers and the 
ladder truck carries fifty “tarps.” 
(We use them.) Complete salvage 
equipment is carried on the ladder 
wagons, together with roofing ma- 
terial. The department is equipped 
with cellar pipes, all types of nozzles 
—including fog nozzles—foam gen- 
eration equipment, and a sufficient 
amount of foam powder is present at 





for JANUARY, 1939 


every fire. Lights for night fires are 
provided for by six-volt storage bat- 
teries, enclosed in a metal case and 
equipped with an automobile head- 
light, mounted on top of the case. 
They are efficient, economical and can 
be placed in any point of vantage. 


Firemen Well Trained 


Firemen are trained for their job. 
Every member of the department 
drills with the equipment (under fire 
conditions, operating on buildings) 
once a week. All-Service masks are 
used and two self contained oxygen 
helmets serve for protection against 
gasses. Inhalators are carried to 
every fire, the men are drilled in the 
use of them and every member of the 
department has his first aid certificate 
from the American Red Cross. 

We have every modern tool for 
life saving, including life nets. 

Salvage plays a most important 
part of departmental work. The men 
are trained to make forcible entry, 
with a minimum of damage, spread 
the “tarps,” mop up, clean up and 
dozens of other operations that make 
for a reduction of the loss. Water 
losses are reduced to a minimum. 


Albany's Three Records 


Albany has three records of which 
any city might be justly proud: No 
loss of life or injury to a citizen in a 
fire in 26 years. During this time 
no fire has extended from one mer- 
cantile establishment to another, and 
no two dwellings have been burned 
in a single fire. In our humble opin- 
ion this is made possible, first, by 
strict enforcement of fire regulations 
in places of public gathering and in 
sleeping quarters of every nature, 
and second, by properly laying in 
hose lines at fires. Hose lines seldom 
ever cross each other and with this 
system we are always in position to 
wet down and protect exposures. 
There is plenty of slack hose, with- 
out having to add to the line. 


Excellent Water Supply and Pressure 


We have good police protection. 
There is an ample water supply, 
domestic pressure of 60 pounds and 
fire pressure of 125 pounds. Engine 
pressure is very rarely necessary. In 
this way all of our man power is 
available for operation of streams. 
Water works pumping capacity is 
ample, mains are ample in size in 
every section of the city and fire 
hydrants are available at the city line 
on all four sides. We had capacity 
of 16 fire streams at 125 pounds pres- 


sure available, but are now installing 
two new pumps that will increase 
this fire flow by an additional 8,000 
gallons per minute. (Of course this 
might seem unnecessary, when we do 
not have large fires, but I am not so 
foolish as not to know that we can 
have a large fire and our idea is to 
prepare for war in’ time of peace, 
just as the navy maintains its ships.) 

We protect millions of dollars of 
lumber industries, cotton mills, cotton 
oil mills, one of the “Big Four” main 
packing plants, silk hosiery mills, 
large peanut plants and fertilizer in- 
dustries. 


Secret of Fire Prevention Success 


Summed up in a very few words, 
this is the secret of our success: 

There are no politics in the Fire 
Department. 

We prevent fires. 

We have telegraph equipment to 
promptly transmit alarms. 

We have plenty of equipment, in 
the best of condition. 

The men are trained for their job. 

Salvage and conservation of prop- 
erty during and after fires. 

We have plenty of water, but use 
just as little as possible. Lowest of 
losses. 

All of this makes for the lowest 
rate of fire insurance in the south. 


9 


It makes the department pay its cost 
back to the taxpayer. 

The total department operating 
costs are $41,000 plus this year. 

Annual insurance saving since 
starting our program has been $140,- 
000 per year. 

Our job is to determine the cause 
of every fire. This close check cur- 
tails arson and schools us in the 
adoption of remedial measures to 
safeguard against like occurrences in 
the future, which might be due to 
construction defects of any nature. 





Tank Explodes in Garage 


Chicago firemen battled a spectacular 
fire for nearly two hours on the after- 
noon of November 2, when a truck in 
the Evans Truck Lines garage at 625 
W. 74th Street, exploded as its tank 
was being filled with gasoline. 

Firemen responding to a 4-11 alarm, 
which followed the still at 4:23 p.m., 
found smoke pouring from the large 
one-story building, as tank after tank 
of oil and gasoline let go. Five tractors 
and ten trailers, valued at $50,000, were 
destroyed. Damage to the building was 
estimated at $25,000. 

Anthony J. Mullaney, Chief Deputy 
Fire Marshal and Commissioner Michael 
Corrigan took charge of the twenty-five 
companies that responded. Street car 
and automobile traffic was tied up for 
the duration of the fire. Several fire- 
men narrowly escaped injury, as the 
numerous explosions occurred. 

Ropert GREENOCK. 








Scouts Establish First Aid Corps at Kenosha, Wis. 
Following a bad train wreck which called attention to the lack of first aid 
operators, Scout leaders started a “Scout Leaders’ Red Cross First Aid 
——— received to members of the Fire and Police Departments. They 
truc 
life lines, grappling hooks, gas masks, first aid kits, tannic acid sprays, hydraulic jacks, and a port- 


able floodlight set. 


uipment and trained 
s,”’ and passed on the 
ave also a commercial 


fitted up for emergency work. The truck carries oxygen tanks, chemical extinguisher, fire axes, 


The community now has five hundred persons trained in first aid. The squad 


has skiis for use when the highways are blocked by snow. 
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Exhibits at Chiefs’ Convention 
Set a New Record 


Increase of 38 Per Cent in the Number of Exhibitors—Final 
Installment of the |. A. F. C. New Orleans Convention Report 


os 

Lue exhibits at the 66th annual 
convention of the International Asso- 
ciation of Fire Chiefs at New Orleans, 
La., September 27 to 30, 1938, under 
the able direction of Chief James T. 
Keegan, Salvage Corps, Newark, 
N. J., Chairman of Exhibits, were 
well ahead of those of the 1937 con- 
vention, the increase being 38 per 
cent. This is the final installment of 
the report of the convention: 


Report of Exhibit Committee 


Keegan, Chief of the 
Salvage Corps, reported 
Exhibit Committee, 


James T. 
Newark, N. J., 
as chairman of the 
as follows 

“Mr. President 
Association, 


and Gentlemen of this 


“As Chairman of the Exhibit Commit- 
tee at the sixty-sixth annual conference 
of the International Association of Fire 
Chiefs, I beg leave to submit herewith 
my report covering the activities of this 
committee. 

“I am proud to state at the outset that, 
due to the cooperation of Assistant 
Chief Frank F. Rivard and the members 
of the New Orleans Fire Department, 
this committee has enjoyed one of its 
most successful years. 

“Ll also wish to thank the exhibitors 
who cooperated with this committee in 
making this exhibit a success. 

“There were thirty exhibitors. Total 
receipts were $2,401.25 Expenditures, 
which cover my visit to New Orleans, 
La., in February, to make arrangements 
for exhibit are $490.80, making a net 
profit of $1,910.40 

“A detailed report 
later. 


will be submitted 
“Respectfully, 
J. T. KEEGAN, 
“Chairman of Exhibit Committee” 


Exhibits at the Convention 


Two big aerial ladder trucks end a 
number of new and improved motor 
pumping engines with cabs or enclosed 
bodies featured the exhibits in the New 


Orleans Municipal Auditorium. 
Peter Pirsch & Sons Company, of 
Kenosha, Wis., displayed a_ 100-foot 


three-splice duralium aerial ladder truck, 
built for the Fire Department of Knox- 
ville, Tenn. This machine was equipped 


with 200 feet of portable ladders, a 
Browder life net, and a 1,200 Watt 
Homelite plant, with two 500 Watt 


flood lights and one 200 Watt light for 
illumination of night fires. The truck 
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was fitted with a three-man all metal 
cab. The engine was a _ six-cylinder, 
200 horsepower Hercules, with 935 cubic 
inches displacement. The truck had 
six-wheel brakes, with dual booster 
The length overall was only 55 feet, 
with height of 10 feet, four inches. The 
weight of the truck was 22,500 pounds. 
In the rear was the new submerged 
type of tiller seat, with folding wind- 
shield of safety glass. A new 14-pound 
duralium scaling ladder of 12-foot length 
was shown by the Pirsch firm and 
caused much interest and discussion. 
The company representatives at the 
conference were W. R. Pirsch, General 
Manager; Henry P. Lundskow, Chief 
Engineer; Edward J. “Tip” O’Neill, 


Boston, Mass.; Roy Timmerman, At- 
lanta, Ga.; Daniel McAllister, Dallas, 
Tex.; J. S. Proctor, Alexandria, La., 


and Lester E. Brenner, Memphis, Tenn. 


The American-LaFrance and Foamite 
Industries, Inc., Elmira, N. Y., exhibited 
the new “Rescue” type 100-foot steel 
aerial ladder truck, with complete 
hydraulic operation. This truck carried 
240 feet of ground ladders and was built 
for the Fire Department of Augusta, 
Ga. It is an unusually handsome truck 
of the very latest design and was much 
admired. 

This firm also displayed an American- 
LaFrance motor pumping engine of the 
500 series, type 1,000, equipped with a 
V12 engine of 190 horsepower with 
centraflow pump, two-stage, parallel 
series, of 1,000 gallons per minute ca- 
pacity. The pumper was fitted with a 
three-man welded steel cab, a 100 gallon 
water tank, and hose body, with capacity 
for holding 1,200 feet of 2%-inch hose. 
Overhead ladder mounting is used on 
this machine for safety, utility and pro- 
tection of the ladders which are en- 
closed. The gasoline tank is in the 
frame at the rear of the machine. 

In glass cases, clay models were dis- 
played of a “cab over engine” service 
aerial truck and a Series 500 pumper. 
Foamite extinguishers, fire hose, La- 
France nozzles, Alfite extinguishers, 
shut off valves, and an Alfco flood light 
unit were also shown. 

The American-LaFrance representa- 
tives present were Edward O'Neill, 
Executive Vice-President; Arthur Sulli- 
van, Motor Apparatus Sales Manager; 
John W. Greene, Southern District 
Manager; J. O. Eaves, Engineer; James 
Binford, Chicago District Manager; 
Hugh Walker, Factory Engineer; 
Walter Withers, Washington, D. C.; 
Earl Watson, Chicago, Ill; Robert 
Simmons, and W. Ray Willis. 


The Seagrave Corporation, Columbus, 
Ohio, showed an enclosed type motor 
pumping engine, known as “The Safety 
Sedan,” which was built for the Wake- 


field Fire Department. This machine 
was fitted with a 12-cylinder engine, 
with centrifugal pump of 750 gallons 
per minute capacity. The enclosed body 
had seating room for nine men and 
carried one roof ladder, one extension 
ladder, and suction hose inside. It was 
fitted with a booster tank and had ca- 
pacity for 1,500 feet of hose. 

The second piece of Seagrave appa- 
ratus displayed was the popular cab- 
type of motor pumping engine. This 
machine, which was built for the Fire 
Department of Methuen, Mass., had 
room for three men in the cab and for 
four more men under the canopy in 
the rear of the cab. It was fitted with 
the Seagrave hydraulically controlled 
parallel series type of centrifugal pump 
of 750 gallons per minute capacity. The 
equipment included a booster tank and 
hose body with capacity for 1,500 feet 
of 2%-inch hose. 

A 12-cylinder engine of 240 horse- 
power was on view, also a cut away sec- 
tion of a 1,250-gallon centrifugal pump. 

The Seagrave Corporation was repre- 
sented by William E. Lee, Vice-Presi- 


dent and Factory Manager; Lester 
Stevenson, Sales Manager; . 
Havens, Chief Engineer; William 
Sheldon, Field Engineer; Louis Lehr, 
Chicago, Ill.; Charles Raynes, Dallas, 
Tex.; D. A. McQuaide, Philadelphia, 
Pa.; and William “Bill” Dowling, of 


Birmingham, Ala. 


Mack Trucks, Inc., New York City, 
showed a Mack motor pumping engine, 
type 75, equipped with a centrifugal 
pump of 750-gallon capacity. This 
machine had a hose capacity of 1,200 
feet of 2%-inch hose. 

There was much interest in the first 
showing of the new Mack high power, 
heavy duty, Thermodyne engine, espe- 
cially developed for fire service. The 
Mack rubber shock insulator, Mack 
pressure regulator, and Mack archimoid 
steering gear were also shown. A dis- 
play panel of photographs of various 
types of Mack pumpers and ladder 
trucks completed the exhibit. 

The Mack men were headed by M. 
C. Horine, Sales Promotion Manager. 
Others present were H. A. Scharfen- 
berg, A. G. Crockett, Frederick Beards- 
ley, Bridgeport, Conn.; and Cone Bass, 
Dallas, Tex. 

The American Marsh Pumps, Inc., 
of Battle Creek, Mich., showed a com- 
bined motor pumper and hose wagon 
equipped with a 500-gallon duplex 
pump. This machine was*mounted on 
a Chevrolet chassis and was fitted with 
a Barton pump in front. The new 
model Duplex multistage pump shown 
by this firm contained many new en- 
gineering features and was of much in- 
terest to the Chiefs. 
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B. D. Barton, Willis Barton, and A. 
P. Adney were the representatives in 
charge. 

The Homelite Corporation, Port 
Chester, N. Y., displayed portable gen- 
erators, flood lights, pumps, and blow- 
ers and a self-priming centrifugal pump 
for de-watering, such as pumping out 
cellars. 


The American Fire Hose Company, 
Passaic, N. J., showed the well known 
“Lin-Lined” fire hose. Peter Tomnie, 
General Manager, was in charge. 


The Elkhart Brass Manufacturing 
Company, Elkhart, Ind., showed a com- 
plete line of nozzles and extinguishers, 
including the famous Elkhart Mystery 
Nozzles, which provide a shut-off, solid 
stream, and fog all in one nozzle. E. 
E. Hansen and W. H. Deitch were 
in charge. 


The Kellam Manufacturing Company, 
Atlanta, Ga., exhibited the Peerless 
hose clamp and showed its use on hose 
under pressure. 


The Dayton Fire Equipment Com- 
pany, Dayton, Ohio, displayed the Day- 
ton power-draulic expander and expan- 
sion ring extractor and hose testing 
device. W. Schleinitz and M. F. 


Schleinitz were in charge. 


The Morning Pride Manufacturing 
Company, Dayton, Ohio, showed fire- 
men’s turn-out suits and fire coats. 


The Mars Signal Light Company, 
Chicago, Ill, showed “The Light From 
Mars.” J. F. Moeller, Factory Repre- 
sentative, was in charge. 

The Gameweli Company, Newton, 
Mass., had a handsome and extensive 
showing of Gamewell products in the 
field of fire alarm transmission and re- 
cording. 

The new three-fold central office 
equipment was demonstrated. A switch- 
board of blue Vermont marble of the 
dead front type, with all the equip- 
ment on the panel finished in chrome, 


attracted much attention. This panel 
was built for the new Fire Alarm 
Headquarters in Quincy, Mass., and 
was shown through the courtesy of 
Chief William J. Sands, Quincy Fire 
Department. 

Other Gamewell exhibits were the 
Gamewell Arrestolarm, Westinghouse 


police radio equipment, Peerless three- 
fold fire alarm box, punch registers, 
industrial plant alarm systems, Vita- 
guard central office equipment for small 
towns and large factories, and Vocalarm 
system for oral communication. A 
brand new item was a large Gamewell 
portable loud speaker for fire use. This 
device had a four block range of sound. 

The Gamewell Company was repre- 
sented by President Vincent C. Stanley, 
E. J. McCarthy, General Sales Mana- 
ger; F. R. Stover, District Sales Man- 


ager, Chicago, Ill.; Charles Berst, 
District Sales Manager, Atlanta, Ga.; 
and D. T. Dunn, District Sales Man- 


ager, Dallas, Tex. 


The Rockwood Sprinkler Company, 
Worcester, Mass., displayed the Rock- 
wood Dualguard system of fire protec- 
tion, which consists of a regular sprink- 
ler system, plus a sensitive heat detect- 
ing system, based on the rate of rise 
of heat. Other devices shown were the 
rapid acting fire door release and sev- 
eral models of Rockwood automatic 
sprinklers and plans for wet and dry 


pipe sprinkler systems. N. D. Sher- 
wood was in charge of the display. 

The Eureka Fire Hose Division, U. S. 
Rubber Products Company, was repre- 
sented by Joseph H. Green, New York 
City; A. Lee Cowles, Boston, Mass.; 
R. S. Timmerman, Atlanta, Ga.; R. W. 
Joyner, Dallas, Tex.; J. S. Proctor, 
Alexander, La.; Fred Davis, Alexandria, 
La.; J. A. Crane, Minneapolis, Minn., 
and W. H. Deitch, Chicago, Ill. 

The Midwestern Manufacturing Com- 
pany, Mackinaw, IIl., displayed water- 
proof garments for firemen. 

The E and J Resuscitator Company 
showed the combination E and J resus- 
citator, inhalator, and aspirator. 

Products of the Walter Kidde Com- 
pany were exhibited by the Fire Pro- 
tection Equipment Company, of New 
Orleans, La. Herbert S. Hiller, Watts 
C. Cutter, and Robert Hicks were in 
charge of the display, which included 
Kidde extinguishers, Lux extinguishers, 
and Kiddefoam. 

Frre ENGINEERING was represented by I. 
Herbert Case, Vice-President and Gen- 
eral Manager; Fred Shepperd, Editorial 
Director; and Harry Belknap, Boston, 
Mass., New England Correspondent. 


An interesting booklet, “How To 
Judge Fire Hose,” was distributed by 
the Bi-Lateral Fire Hose Company, Chi- 
cago, Ill., which firm displayed sections 
of the well known Bi-Lateral hose in a 
booth at the exhibit hall. 

Nozzles, deck pipes, hose couplings, 
siphons, flashing lights, sirens, the Akro- 
Mist vapor nozzle, Grant multiversal 
nozzle, and the Safeway tan-spray first 
aid kit were displayed by the Akron 
Brass Manufacturing Company, Woos- 
ter, Ohio. John C. Schellin, General 
Manager, and J. M. Love, Assistant Sec- 
retary, were in charge. 

The Fulton Bag and Cotton Mills, 
Atlanta, Ga., showed the Shuredry 
water proofed salvage covers. 

The Pyrene Manufacturing Company 
showed Pyrene extinguishers, Phomane 
playpipes, Duragarde pump type extin- 





guishers, Guardene soda and acid type 
extinguishers, Phoemene hydrogarde ex- 
tinguishers, and the C. O. Two extin- 
guishers. J. P. Maloney, Newark, N. J.; 
W. A. Beaumont, Atlanta, Ga.; and 
Cranshaw Chamberlayne, Louisiana 
Representative, were present. 

The new Cover Dual Signal System 
for police and fire department communi- 
cations was shown by the Electric Con- 
troller Corporation, Chicago, Ill. A cen- 
tral control board, engine house equip- 
ment, and street box fitted with red 
flasher and siren were displayed. The 
representatives were B. E. Cover, Sr., 
W. E. Bailey and J. J. Bailey. 

The Atlas Fire Equipment Company, 
New York City, represented by W. 
Moeller, showed Atlas life saving nets, 
Atlas rope training nets for drill school 
use, and Atlas ladder belts. 

The American District Telegraph 
Company showed panels giving details 


of the Aero automatic fire alarm and 
the A. D. T. waterflow alarm system. 
The firm was represented by Howard 
Jones, New Orleans Manager, Guy 


Rouen, New Orleans; B. B. Jones, of 
Dallas, Tex.; Dick Haberman, Dallas, 
and Harry Kavanaugh, New York City. 

J. H. Bunnell & Co., manufacturers of 
telegraphic equipment, New York, N. Y., 
were represented by William F. Frank- 
lin, Fire Consultant. This firm, which 
was established in 1873, announced the 
production of a complete new line of 
fire alarm equipment for municipal use. 
Miniature telegraph sounders were dis- 
tributed as souvenirs. 


Nozzles and couplings were shown by 
the Buckeye Iron and Brass Works, 
Dayton, Ohio, together with flashing 
lights and other items of fire depart- 
ment equipment. This firm makes the 
famous “Roto-Rays” and a line of 
warning signals that “clear the way by 
night and day.” 

Gas masks, inhalators, and first aid 
kits were shown by the Mine Safety 
Appliances Company. The new M.S.A. 
one hour oxygen breathing apparatus 
was shown. The firm was represented 





The New Pirsch Power Operated Aerial Truck is Demonstrated in Front of Exhibit Hall 
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by R. M. Nicholson, New Orleans; 
George J. Gruber, Houston, Tex., and 
George L. Seth, Assistant Industrial 


Sales Manager 

Devices especially designed to protect 
motors against burnout and to protect 
electrical circuits against the 
blowing out of fuses were shown by the 
Bussman Manufacturing Company, St 
Louis, Mo 

\ handsome display of badges and 
fire department insignia of all kinds was 
shown by the C. G. Braxmar Company, 
New York City. John O. Veit was in 
charge of the display. 

First aid kits and other emergency 
equipment was shown by the McKesson 
Appliance Company, Toledo, O. 

James T. Keegan, Chief of the New- 
ark, N. J., Salvage Corps. had general 
charge of the arrangements for the ex- 
hibit 


needless 


Chief Osborne Drowned 


Chief J. Roy Osborne, Middleton, 
Mass., Fire Department, was killed on 
December 3, when an airplane that he 
was piloting crashed through the ice 
while attempting a landing on Middle- 
ton Pond. The airplane sank and the 
Chief drowned in the icy water, before 
rescue parties could reach him, by break- 
ing their way through the ice. He had 
been a licensed airplane pilot for six 
months. Besides being Chief, he was 
also town Road Commissioner 

Harry BELKNAP. 


Chiefs Hold Xmas Party 


[he annual Christmas party and 
ladies’ day of the Fire Chiefs’ Club of 
Massachusetts was held at the Parker 
House in Boston on December 21 \ 
turkey dinner was followed by a vaude- 
ville show. 

At a short business session held prior 
to the Christmas party of the Fire 
Chiefs’ Club of Massachusetts, it was 
voted to award life memberships to five 


active members who have belonged to 
the club for thirty years or longer. 
Those honored were Chief George L. 
fohnson, Waltham; Chief Edward F 
Dahill. New Bedford: Chief Charles 
Lane, Orange; Ex-Chief John F. Da- 





mon, Milford; and Ex-Chief Walter 
Peirce, of Arlington, Chief Ray D. 
Wells, Falmouth, was appointed Chair- 
man of a committee to present a 50 
years’ service certificate to Chief Da- 
hill, New Bedford. 


Harry BELKNAP. 


Power Tool Saves Time 


\ power tool has been the means of 
reducing manual operations in the Fire 
Department of Omaha, Neb. 


The tool, 





The Saw in Operation 


a power saw electrically operated, has 
been in use for more than twenty 
months. Chief A. W. Olsen, writes: 
“We have had this saw in service on 
our Rescue Squad car for about.a year 
and a half and have found it very valu- 
able for rescue work as well as at fires. 
Although we have only one Rescue 
Squad wagon and one portable saw, the 
squad runs into our high value district 
on first alarms, and we are able to oper- 
ate this electrical saw off of the gen- 
erator that we have on our squad wagon 
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“On many basement fires where we 
were unable to reach the stairway and 
had no windows to fight this fire from 
the outside, we have used this saw to cut 
through the first floor, in front and rear, 
which enabled us to use our cellar noz- 
zles to extinguish the fire. Any size hole 
can be cut in a short time with this saw. 
where men with axes trying to chop this 
hole in smoke would take much longer. 

“The saw is a Porter Cable Speedmatic 
of 1% h.p., using a nine-inch saw blade. 
The maximum depth of cut is 3%-inch. 
The speed of the saw at load is 4,000 
r.p.m., and its weight is twenty-three 
pounds.” 


A. R. Pickard Dead 

Alexander R. Pickard, who served as 
a member of the Everett, Mass., Fire 
Department for 34 years, died on No- 
vember 7, after a month’s illness. He 
was a former President of the New 
England States Veteran Firemen’s 
League and of the Everett Veteran Fire- 
men’s Association. 

Harry BELKNAP. 





Salamone Chief of Needham, 
Massachusetts 


Captain Richard F. Salamone was ap- 
pointed Chief of the Needham, Mass., 
Fire Department by the Board of Select- 
men, taking office on January 1 as suc- 
cessor to Chief T. Robert Quinlan, 
whose retirement became effective on 
December 31. 

He is only 36 years of age and be- 
comes one of the youngest Chiefs in 
New England. He has made a splendid 
record in the Needham department since 
his appointment as a permanent man 
in 1927. He was promoted to Lieutenant 
in 1931 and to Captain in 1935. He at- 
tended the firemen’s training school con- 
ducted in Brookline and also took the 
course at Worcester for drill masters. 
He is a member of the Massachusetts 
Fire Department Instructors’ Associa- 
tion and has lectured at firemen’s classes 
under auspices of the Massachusetts De- 
partment of Education. He is married 
and has three daughters. 

Harry BELKNAP. 


Christmas Party and Ladies Day of the Fire Chiefs’ Club of Massachusetts Held at the Parker House, Boston 
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Kiessling Chief ‘of Worcester 


Deputy Chief Carl J. Kiessling, who 
has been Acting Chief of the Worcester, 
Mass., Fire Department, since the retire- 
ment of Chief Charles L. McCarthy a 
year ago, has been appointed Chief. Dis- 
trict Chief William M. Carroll has been 
promoted to Deputy Chief and Captain 





Chief Carl J. Kiessling 


Edward J. Foley to District Chief. A 
testimonial banquet in honor of the 
three fire officers has been scheduled 
for January 12. 

Chief Kiessling was born in Worces- 
ter, on March 28, 1890, and entered the 
Fire Department on December 23, 1912. 
On March 4, 1920 he was promoted to 
Lieutenant; Captain on June 27, 1921; 
District Chief on December 18, 1922. He 
headed the civil service list for Deputy 
Chief and was appointed on October 19, 
1937. Kiessling headed the list for pro- 
motion to Chief. 


Harry BELKNAP. 





Old Officers Retired 


Sweeping changes in the ranks of 
veteran officers of the Hartford, Conn., 
Fire Department were made by the 
Board of Fire Commissioners on No- 
vember 30. Aimed to retire from service 
all officers in the Department over sixty- 
five years of age, the resignations ac- 
cepted included that of Assistant Chief 
George F. Claffey and four veteran 
Captains. 

In accordance with the  board’s 
scheduled retirement plan, which has 
been under consideration for more than 
a year, each of the Captains were ad- 
vanced to the rank of Deputy Chief and 
retired on that basis, thus giving them 
an increased pension for life of $250 a 
year over the amount they would receive, 
were they to retire as Captains. 

The Board promoted Second Deputy 
Chief Thomas J. Skelly to the rank of 
Assistant Chief. 

The Board leaves unchanged among 
high ranking officers, only Chief Michael 
T. Keena and Fourth Deputy Chief 
Frank B. Coggshall. Chief Coggshall, 
head of the Department’s Fire Preven- 
tion Bureau, requested that he be per- 
mitted to remain in his present position 
and not be considered for promotion. 

Thirty-one promotions, the largest 


number in the history of the department, 
were made to fill all vacancies made 
through the retirement-promotion pro- 
gram. The action was completed in the 
final week before the terms of Commis- 
sioners John J. McNally and Thomas P. 
Wakeman expired. The Board ap- 
pointed seven Captains, seven Lieuten- 
ants, two Engineers and thirteen pri- 
vates. 


Tuomas F. MAGNER. 





Ex-Chief Lyon, Binghamton, Dead 


Alfred H. Lyon, Chief of Fire De- 
partment, Binghamton, N. Y., from 1915 
until his retirement in 1927, died at his 
home at the age of 75. It was ill health 
that caused him to resign in May, 1927. 

He was born in Binghamton on Feb- 
ruary 9, 1863. On March 1, 1880, he 
joined the department which was then 
volunteer. He remained when the de- 
partment was placed on a paid basis. 
In all, Chief Lyon had served in the 
department for 47 years. 

Chief Lyon was a Past-President of 
the New York State Fire Chief’s Asso- 
ciation, was a member of the Elks, and 
the Binghamton’s Exempt Firemen’s 
Association. 

He is survived by two sons and two 
daughters. 


Chief Brosnan, Albany, Ga., 
Injured 


D. W. Brosnan, Chief of Fire Depart- 
ment, Albany, Ga., was painfully in- 
jured by a large piece of timber which 
fell across his back and shoulders as he 
was fighting a $50,000 lumber yard fire 
on January 1. 

The fire broke out at the close of the 
old year. It destroyed a two-story main 
building, a one-story planing mill, and 
all of the lumber that was stored in the 
yard. 
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Chief Brosnan, a former President of 
the I.A.F.C., is given credit for the city’s 
very low fire loss. 





Ex-Chief Habersham Dead 


The Rev. Henry S. Habersham, Rec- 
tor of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church at 
Monroe, Conn., known as “America’s 
Fire-Fighting Parson,” died on Novem- 





The Late Chief Habersham 


ber 4 at the age of 78 years. He was 
Chief of the Monroe Fire Department 
for several years and was one of the 
prime movers in the organization of the 
Monroe volunteer fire company in 1923. 
In spite of his advanced age, Rev. 
Habersham was Chief for six years. 
The Rev. Habersham was born in 
Annapolis, Md. He spent his early life 
as a “cattle puncher” on the Western 
ranges. His great grandfather was 
Francis Scott Key, composer of the 
“Star Spangled Banner” and his father 
was an officer in the American Navy. 
Tuomas F. MAGNER. 








Florence, Ala., Constructs Floodlighting Unit 


The Fire Department of Florence, Ala., 
value in floodlighting buildings at night. 
lights, 
hundred feet. 


has constructed a lighting truck which has proven of immense 
The lighting system consists of two 1,000-watt stationary 
two 500-watt, and two 300-watt portable lights, 


with extension cords of from two to five 


Each light is controlled by separate switches, and the motor and generator operate 


automatically. 








Ben Ellis Host at Party 


Ben Ellis, the famous spark, gave his 
customary banquet to the boys of the 
Bowdoin Square Fire Station on Christ- 
fas Eve. The banquet was attended by 
the members of Engines 4 and 6, Lad- 
ders 1 and 24, Rescue 3 and the Chief 
of the Fourth District. Also present 
were Joe Cosgrove, the blind man who 
has been around for thirty years, and a 
few sparks who dropped in. Gifts were 
distributed and a general spirit of good 
fellowship prevailed. The evening was 
not disturbed by any calls for ap- 
paratus. 

Afterwards a_ collation was 
served at Engine 8 on Salem Street 

VINCENT REGAN 


Indiana Schools Show Good 
Results 


During the past year the Fire Marshal 
Department of Indiana conducted at 
least one or more Regional Fire Schools 
in each of the 92 counties in the state. 
Individual schools were held for the 
large industrial plants such as the Gen- 
eral Electric Company at Fort Wayne, 
Servel Corporation, Evansville; Sea- 
gram’s Distilling Company, Lawrence- 
burg, and some other large industrial 
plants of the state. 

The general attendance at _ these 
schools exceeded 4,000, which is the 
largest attendance which has ever been 
recorded during the four years the 
schools have been conducted by the 
State Fire Marshal Department. 

Visual education was made a part of 
the curriculum for the 1937-38 fire 
schools. A new 16-mm. moving picture 
machine was purchased by the depart- 
ment and the film sponsored by the In- 
ternational Fire Chiefs on the “Salvage 
Man” and the Rockwell Sprinkler film 
were shown in each of these schools, 
along with other subjects which were 
carried in the schools. Each Captain 
of the paid departments who attended 
the schools was provided with written 
material and at a later date tests are 
expected to be given by an 
who is being set up in each of the de- 
partments throughout the state. 

Night schools were held for the bene- 
fit of the volunteer firemen. The at- 
tendance at these schools was very grati- 
fying. Many volunteer firemen attend 
ing traveled a distance of 25 or 30 miles, 
after they had finished a day’s work to 
enjoy this advanced knowledge of fire 
fighting. 


also 


For the 1938-39 fire school, the State 


Fire Marshal’s office is planning to make 
a series of pictures. These pictures will 
be made of the actual evolutions that are 
conducted by the Fire Departments 
throughout the state. In addition to this, 
through the courtesy of the Under- 
writers Laboratories, special permission 
has been granted to use the film “The 
Underwriter,” which has met with the 
approval of many Fire Departments and 
fire prevention engineers who have al- 
ready seen it. 

The firemen of Indiana heartily ap- 
prove of the visual education program, 
and through the showing of the “Salvage 
Man” many paid and volunteer Fire De- 
partments have purchased additional 
salvage covers and have put into effect 
salvage work in the Fire Departments. 
From reports already received insurance 
companies and owners as well have 
benefited from this, and thousands of 
dollars have been saved 


instructor, 


New Jersey Regulations On 
Answering Alarms 
In reply to an inquiry submitted by 
Chief Charles A. McGinley, Secretary of 
the New Jersey Paid Fire Chiefs Club, 
the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles of 
New Jersey gave the following informa- 


tion on rules to be observed by Fire 
Departments traversing public high- 
ways: 


Article XIII of the Traffic Law pro- 
vides that “red shall mean traffic to stop 
before entering intersection, unless 
otherwise specifically directed to go by 
an officer, official, sign or special signal.” 

The law providing for the right of 
way for Fire Department vehicles is 
found in Article 8, Sections 13 and 15 of 
the Traffic Law as follows: “The driver 
of a vehicle upon a highway shall yield 
the right of way to Police and Fire De- 
partment vehicles and motor vehicle 
inspectors when they are operated upon 
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official business and the drivers thereof 
sound audible signal by bell, siren or 
exhaust whistle. This provision shall 
not operate to relieve the driver of a 
olice or Fire Department or motor 
vehicle inspector from the duty to drive 
with due regard for the safety of all 
persons using the highway, nor shall it 
protect the driver of any such vehicle 
from the consequences of an arbitrary 
exercise of such right-of-way.” 

Article 8, Section 15 of the Traffic 
Act provides: “Police, Fire Department, 
fire patrol, traffic emergency repair, 
United States Mail vehicles, physicians 
and hospital ambulances, shall have the 
right-of-way in any streets, and in ad- 
dition thereto, shall have the right-of- 
way through any procession. If any 
procession shall take longer than five 
minutes to pass any given point, such 
procession shall be interrupted every 
five minutes for the passage of traffic 
which may be waiting.” 








A Comparison of the Old and the New in Station Design 


Above is the old, and below the new first station of Newberry, S. C. 
with the aid of WPA help, and is three times as large as the old one. 
of apparatus although there are only three units at present. 


The building was completed 
It has space for six pieces 
On the first floor are the fire alarm 


and battery room, toilets and janitor’s room, apparatus room. On the second floor living quarters 


for four families. 


In the front are the Chief’s quarters, and there are temporary partitions at the 


rear so that space can be converted into a dormitory should the city decide to change over to a paid 


department. 


In the basement are the furnace room, kitchen, dining hall, game room, repair shop and 


showers. 
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Chief Mayo in Legislature 


For the ninth time, Chief John Mayo, 
Lead, S. D., will serve as a member of 
the state legislature. He served in the 
legislature continuously from 1920 to 
1930, and continously from 1932 to the 
present. When the paid department was 
established in Lead in 1903, he became 
its Chief. 





Maisel Chief of Baltimore County 


A new chief has been named for the 
paid Fire Department of Baltimore 
County, Md. He is Fritz Maisel, former 
head of the Baltimore Orioles. 

Anthony Orban, Chief since 1935, was 
asked to resign when new county heads 
were elected, and he defied the demand, 
but later gave in. 

The paid department consists of eleven 
engine companies located in the eight 
towns spreading out from the city of 
Baltimore. Otis SMITH. 





Deming Heads Litchfield ''Plan" 
Fire Chief Lynn Deming, New Mil- 
ford, Conn., Fire Department, was 
elected President of the Litchfield Coun- 
ty Fire Chiefs’ Emergency Plan at the 
annual election of officers held at a 
banquet given by the members of the 
Plan at Torrington on December 12. 
Other officers elected were: First Vice- 
President, Robert Henderson, Thomas- 


ton; Second Vice-President, William 
Mow, Sharon; Third Vice-President, 
Harry Morse, Litchfield; Secretary, 
Capt. Wesley Billings, Thomaston; 


Treasurer, Allyn Fuller, Canaan. 
Tuomas F. MAGNER. 





Proposed Legislation for 
Connecticut 


Seven Connecticut counties, represent- 
ing six County Firemen’s Associations, 
which have been meeting jointly dur- 
ing December, discussing proposed bills 
protecting volunteer and paid firemen, 
held their second meeting within a 
month at the Annex Fire House in New 
Haven on Sunday afternoon, January 1. 
The proposed bills which will be pre- 
sented to the next session of the legisla- 
ture, have been discussed for the past 
year by the various county associations 
of Fairfield, New Haven, Litchfield, 
Middlesex, New London, Windham and 
Tolland Counties. Sunday’s meeting 
had representatives from all but the lat- 
ter two counties. Bills approved by the 
joint county meetings are: A bill to es- 
tablish a Firemen’s Home Building 
Committee which will build a Connecti- 
cut State Firemen’s Home, when suffi- 
cient money is available; a bill to pro- 
tect paid and volunteer drivers of fire 
apparatus; a bill to appropriate sufficient 
money to increase benefits from $2 a day 
for six days a week to $3 a day for seven, 
when firemen are injured in line of duty; 
a bill to allow volunteer fire companies 
and other charitable societies to hold 
carnivals each year under the supervision 
of the State Police. 

Chief John Pachl, Secretary of the 
New Haven County Emergency Plan, 
was host to the meeting, and will again 
be host to the same group on Sunday 
afternoon, January 15. 

Chief J. J. Sanger, Old Greenwich, was 
acting Chairman at Sunday’s meeting. 


At the December 11 meeting, Chief 
White, Groton, was acting Chairman. 

Copies of any of these bills can be ob- 
tained from the acting Secretary, Cap- 
tain John Moehring, Toms Road, Stam- 
ford. It is planned to send copies of the 
final draft to all fire companies in the 
state, notifying them when the various 
bills will be heard at committee hearings 
in Hartford and in general keep the fire- 
men of the State advised at all times. It 
has been contended that lack of publicity 
for bills in the past resulted in their de- 
feat. The new group, it is said, hopes to 
avoid this mistake. 





Massachusetts Chiefs Meet 


Civil service regulations affecting 
municipal Fire Departments and the 
hazards of air conditioning systems were 
the subjects discussed at the meeting of 
the Fire Chiefs’ Club of Massachusetts, 
which was held in the Parker House, 
Boston. 

Chief William C. Mahoney, Peabody, 
presided. Speakers on revision of civil 
service rules were Representative Wil- 
liam R. Gilman, Malden, and Repre- 
sentative Leo P. Landry, Watertown. 
Those who discussed this included Chief 
Fred A. Clark, Attleboro; Chief Selden 
R. Allen, Brookline; Chief Ray D. 
Wells, Falmouth; Chief Daniel B. Tier- 
ney, Arlington; Fire Commissioner 
Henry Walton, Plymouth; and Chief 
Frank E. Landers, Chicopee. Objection 
was made to oral tests and Representa- 
tive Landry said recommendations had 
been made to abolish this form of ex- 
amination. 

E. W. Fowler, National Board of Fire 
Underwriters, spoke on “Fire Hazards 
of Air Conditioning Systems.” He told 
of the difficulties and dangers in com- 
batting fires in air ducts and of safety 
measures that should be adopted. 








Placing the Star 
Civic authorities 
monster Christmas tree of evergreens and when 
the job was completed, they discovered that they 
had no way to reach the top for placing the star. 


of Evanston, Ill., erected a 


The Fire Department solved the difficulty by 
loaning an aerial ladder. 


5 


The club voted to instruct the Legis- 
lative Committee to file a bill to place 
all Chiefs in the state under civil service. 
A resolution was passed opposing fed- 
eral taxation of municipal salaries. 

It was voted to have a “Governors’ 
Day” meeting in January, and to accept 
the invitation of Chief William J. Sands 
to hold the February meeting in Quincy 
and inspect the new fire headquarters 
in that city. 

Harry BELKNAP. 





Firemen Sing at Dinner 


The Firemen’s Quartette, of the San 
Francisco Fire Department, sang after- 
noon and evening on November 25 as 
Bernstein’s Fish Grotto again was host 
to 2,500 unfortunates of the city at a 
Thanksgiving Dinner. The guests in- 
cluded men and women, and they were 
welcomed at the door by Mayor Rossi 
and Sheriff Murphy. The guests were 
“bowed in” as though they were from 
the upper part of society. 

A system of loud speakers carried the 
music up and down the city’s famous 
Powell Street and hundreds stood out- 
side to enjoy the program. 

The quartette was under the super- 
vision of Lieut. William Murray. It 
consisted of Joe Blakely, Rob. Ceiley, 
Arthur Maguire and Ben Hurden. In 
the balcony was an orchestra, and other 
singers and entertainers. 

Tables were set with white linens, 
and the silverware was placed at each 
plate, as though for a very formal 
dinner. 

The custom of dinners started with 
Maurice Bernstein, an emigrant from 
Lithuania. When he came to this coun- 
try, America fed him, and when he 
became financially able, he started to 
feed others. He died six years ago and 
his widow and a son are continuing 
the practice. This was the twenty-first 
annual dinner, with the San Francisco 
Chronicle as the co-sponsor. Tickets 
were distributed by the Fire Depart- 
ment. Leader in this charity is Ed 
Lamb, a retired fireman, who worked 
for many years with the late benefactor 
in carrying out this charity. 

Besides the sumptuous feasts, toys 
and sweets were given to the children. 

CHARLES W. GEIGER. 





Correction 


Through an editorial error, the name 
of Chief John S. Pachl was printed be- 
low the picture of Chief W. H. Hill, 
Belmont, Mass., on page 555 of the 
December issue of Fire ENGINEERING. 
The three gentlemen shown in this 
group left to right are: Chief W. H. 
Hill, Belmont, Mass.; Harry Belknap, 
Boston, Mass., and Hubert W. Tracy, 
Boston, Mass. 





Dr. Archer Undergoes Operation 


Dr. Harry M. Archer, Honorary Med- 
ical Officer of the New York Fire De- 
partment, was operated on at the Medi- 
cal Center, New York City, for gall- 
stones. The ailment had no connection 
with his recent automobile accident in 
New Jersey. Two large stones were 
removed. 

From a surgical standpoint, the opera- 
tion was successful, and his condition at 
the time of writing, favorable. 














Correspondence 

















Use of Smoke Ejector 


To the Editor: 

After reading the fire problem, Ques- 
tion 1, under “Promotional Study 
Course,” on page 655, December issue, 
I asked a Chinese merchant, a friend of 
mine, to solve it. His son is a high 
school student. I explained it to his son, 
with drawings to illustrate. He in turn 
explained it to his father. Here was his 


answer : 
“You say cellar full smoke—no see ’em 
flier, Plenty water. But water no get 


You put ’em machine— 
what you call em? Alla same catch ’em 
smoke—blow ’em up air. All ’em smoke 
out cellar, you catch ’em flierman—get 
‘em water in pipe—put ‘em flier out— 
you sabbe—not muchee loss.” 

His son explained, “He don’t know its 


‘em smoke out. 


name, but he means to use a smoke 
ejector; get the fire out quick, with 
small loss.” 


His son is a fire fan, knows about the 


smoke ejector, and no doubt has told his 


father about it. But there was much 
logic in the old Chinese merchant's 
words. 


Never did I see a problem where the 
picture called for a smoke ejector, more 
than this one. 

After describing the exposures to the 
building in which the fire started, you 
state that the first company on arriving 
found the cellar heavily charged with 
smoke, and that an ample supply of 
water was available. 

According to the explanation I would 
assume that no flame was visible—there- 
fore it must be what we call, “A blind 
fire.” 

Regardless of the exposures, a power- 
ful smoke ejector, backed by booster 
pump lines, is absolutely necessary here. 
I would operate the smoke ejector at 
the rear of the building, at a point where 
the smoke was rolling out the thickest 
—assuming this would be nearest the 
fire seat. I would, in addition, lay two 
large water lines to the front, and hold 
these in abeyance—as a standby—ready 
to use, if flames burst out on the west 
before the smoke ejector got in opera- 
tion. 

As soon as the smoke ejector started 
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working, firemen with the booster line 
could start penetrating into the cellar 
from the rear. At the same time, an 
opening should be made on the west, or 
front of the building. 

Here, firemen should enter with a 
booster line, working back as fast as 
fresh air will permit them to. This 
frontal attack might find the seat of the 
fire first and extinguish it before much 
damage is done. 

Should the clearance of smoke show 
much flame, then the large lines, primed 
for action, should be immediately put in 
operation. As soon as the flame has 
been knocked down, these large lines 
should be withdrawn in favor of the 
small ones, to save water damage. 

The mere mention of an ample supply 
of water would influence by psycho- 
logical suggestion—many hose compan- 
ies to use the drowning out method. 
This method would damage thousands of 
dollars worth of merchandise stored in 
the cellar, which otherwise could be 
saved. 

Although you described the exposures 
on the west, I see no danger there, in 
view of the fact that the fire is a blind 
one, where no flame is visible. 

After the fire has been extinguished, 
firemen should then open up and ven- 
tilate. If the wire-glass skylights above 
are solid, then the smoke ejector could 
be started up again to clear the building 
of smoke. This could be done in a few 
moments by opening all the doors either 
on the west side or front of the building. 

This explanation, of course, is from 
the smoke ejector point of view and the 
time has arrived when the smoke ejector 
must be considered in solving fire prob- 
lems, especially where its use is indis- 
pensible. This problem is one of them. 

If, however, when the first company 
to arrive found flames belching out from 
the front of this building, then we would 
have an entirely different problem. The 
first truck company, on account of the 
exposures across the street, should go 
on top and open every skylight, but not 
in the problem you present here, with 
the use of the smoke ejector. 

Yours truly, 
L. C. Moore, 
Captain, Truck Co. No. 3, 
Sacramento, Cal. 


*” * * 


Report the Savings—Not the Losses! 


To the Editor: 


On page 534 of your November, 1938, 
issue is a letter from Chief A. C. DuRee, 
which you have entitled, “Fire Loss or 
Insurance Loss.” 

Chief DuRee writes, “. . . because the 
actual loss is the one the Fire Depart- 
ment is interested in, as their equipment, 
man power, and city funds are charge- 
able only to the actual fire loss and not 
to insurance loss only.” And he states, 
“How the fire official is to determine the 
actual fire loss is a local problem for 
each city.” 

Before putting into effect any system 
of keeping records—before even decid- 
ing what records to keep—it would be 
well to know definitely what future in- 
formation it is desired to obtain from 
such records and what story they are 
to tell. 

If the record is to show the efficiency 
and worth of a Fire Department, it goes 
without saying, that the same kind of 
record must be kept year after year. If 
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the record is solely ‘for the purpose of 
showing the worth of a Fire Depart- 
ment, compared with previous years, 
then the record must be consistent, but 
allowing for factors that may change the 
hazards or risks. 

It is another thing if records are for 
the purpose of comparing the cost of 
operation and efficiency of Fire Depart- 
ments in different cities. For such com- 
parisons, the method of keeping records 
in the various cities should be similar, 
but enough intormation should be given 
to disclose the difference in hazards ex- 
isting in cities of comparable size. 

But, if the record is for the purpose 
of disclosing the worth of a department 
and acquainting the public and City 
Council with this information, is the re- 
porting of fire losses the best way to do 
this? We come back to the original 
question, “What is the purpose of the 
record?” 

While it is true that if no fires occur, 
the department may be largely respon- 
sible for this admirable state of affairs, 
yet the public and your City Councils 
are not so much impressed by this as 
by the effective work done by a depart- 
ment at a fire. 


When the Red Cross goes into action, 
or when there is a rescue at sea, it is 
what is saved that causes one to com- 
mend the work of the rescurers. 

Sheldon L. Gilmer, Pacific Grove, 
Cal., gave me this thought. He has been 
a volunteer fireman and also a City 


Councilman, so knows whereof he 
speaks. He says a Fire Department 
should report what it saves and not 


what the loss was. 

Of course a uniform and reasonable 
method should be used, for anybody 
knows that any fire might consume an 
entire city, if not extinguished. If a 
fire was confined to one building, a sim- 
ple method would be to consider as 
being saved, that part of the building 
and contents that was not destroyed or 
damaged. 

I would not advocate that departments 
did not keep a record of fire losses for 
their own information, but that what is 
saved might impress others more, and 
be more effective when the city’s annual 
budget is being prepared. 

Sincerely yours, 
BERNARD ROWNTREE, 
Carmel-by-the-Sea, Cal. 


5,000,000 GALLONS FUEL DESTROYED 
AT OIL REFINERY NEAR LINDEN, N. J. 


Twenty-two Tanks Involved in Fire Which 
Lasted Sixteen Hours— New York City 
Sends Fireboats—Nearby Oil Plants Saved 


Five million gallons of gasoline and 
fuel oil were consumed in a sixteen-hour 
fire which started recently in the Cities 
Service Oil Company plant near Lin- 
den, N. J. 

Fire started at 12:45 p.m., and for a 
time it was believed that it would go no 
further than the sixty-acre storage sec- 
tion of the plant. A tank in the south- 
east part of this sectiony containing 
1,050,000 gallons of high test gasoline 


was the first to explode. The cause was 
uncertain, for but a few minutes before, 
the tank had been inspected, and found 
in good condition. The explosion rat- 
tled the windows of nearby homes. The 
top of this tank fell between some freight 
cars. 

A ten-tank train, fully loaded, on a 
nearby siding, was ‘hauled out of range 
in time. 

A one-story brick building housing the 





Top of an Oil Tank Which Blew Off and Landed Near the Railroad Tracks 
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pumping equipment was soon sur- 


rounded by flames and it was impossible 
to pump down the level of oil in the 
other tanks. 

The plant, located three miles south- 
east of Linden, had 175 storage tanks 


Knee-Deep in Foam, Firemen Continue to 
Play Stream on Burning Oil Tank 


and a refining plant. Nearby was the 
Sinclair plant and the American Cyana- 
mid Company plant, and that of the 
Standard Oil Company with 800 tanks. 


Dykes Built to Hold Burning Oil 


By 7 p.m., the fire had reached the 
loading shed of the Sinclair plant, which 
was destroyed, and also a warehouse. 
During the afternoon, the employees at 
that plant had been building earthen 
dykes, to prevent burning oil from flow- 
ing into the Sinclair property. The tank 
nearest to the fire front had been drained 
during the afternoon. 

Fire companies were sent from Eliza- 
beth, Linden, Rahway and Newark, and 
a foam unit from the nearby plant of 
the Standard Oil Company. New, York 
City sent its powerful fireboat, the John 
J. Harvey. Two Coast Guard cutters 
were sent from the base at Stapleton, 
and three police launches stood guard in 
the Kill. 

After the first series of tank ex- 
plosions, there was a lull for several 
hours until 5:15. At that time a 300,000- 
gallon gasoline tank in the center of the 
bunring area, let go. A fireman of the 
Linden department received a fractured 
shoulder bone, as he fell, while rushing 
to safety. 


Foam Powder Brought from New York 


Motor cycle policemen escorted tanks 
of foam powder from New York City 
and many parts of New Jersey. The 
fireboats, the Newarker, from Newark, 
and the John J. Harvey and William J. 
Gaynor, from New York City, were 
loaded with foam powders. 








The largest tank to be ignited had a 
capacity of 3,360,000-gallons, but it 
only one third full. 


Was 


Twenty-one Tanks Destroyed 


When the fire had subsided to the 
point where it was possible to take stock 
of the damage done, it was found that 
twenty-one tanks and their contents 
were destroyed, at a total loss of $500,- 
000. Had another tank, near the railroad 
tracks exploded, the fire would have 
swept across the tracks of the Central 
Railroad of New Jersey, which divides 
the Cities Service plant and entered a 
field of more than fifty large oil tanks, 
and a refinery located on the edge of 
Arthur Kill, opposite Staten Island. This 
was the chief source of anxiety for the 





Chief Quinlan is a member of the Fire 
Chiefs’ Club of Massachusetts and also 
of the New England and International 
Associations of Chiefs. 

Harry BELKNAP. 


Blast Kills Chemists 


[Two men were killed and two others 
were seriously injured on December 12 
in a chemical explosion that wrecked 
part of the research laboratory of the 
American Cyanamid Company, located 
on the Boston Post Road at Stamford, 
Conn. Dr. Ralph W. Crane, Stamford 
Medical Examiner, believed the explo- 
sion occurred while one of the em- 
ployee was subliming a compound 
known as melanine in a small still in the 
laboratory 


Aerial View of the Oil Refinery Plant Fire Near Linden, N. J. 


fire fighters, but they were able to pre 
vent this added loss. 

At the Sinclair Refining Company 
plant, wind-swept flames had destroyed 
a shed containing 125 drums of motor 
oil. 


Chief T. R. Quinlan Retired 


Chief T. Robert Quinlan, Needham, 
Mass., Fire Department, retired on De- 
cember 31 after 42 years of service in the 
department, the last 12 years as Chief 

He joined the department in 1896 as 
a call man and in 1913 was appointed as 
_a member of the Board of Fire Engi- 
neers, serving until the board was abol- 
ished. He was appointed permanent 
Chief in May, 1926, being promoted from 
Captain. 

Under his supervision, a fire head- 
quarters was built in 1931. He built the 
department into a highly efficient or- 
ganization and added the latest items of 
equipment 

Just before his retirement he was 
given a testimonial reception and pre- 
sented with a handsome electric clock, 
suitably inscribed, as a gift from the 
members of the department. 


The blast shattered approximately 90 
windows in the plant and shook the en- 
tire five-story building. A metal cone 
was blown through a steel door sill 
and two large holes were torn in a 
brick corridor wall. 

Another chemist at the plant who suf- 
fered severe injuries, which included sec- 
ond degree burns of the arms, head and 
chest, died the following morning at the 
Stamford Hospital. The other two in- 
jured workmen recovered. 


Tuomas F. MAGNER. 


Jitterbugs Cause Crash 


Six school children were injured when 
a fire engine collided with a bus in 
Baltimore, Md., on December 14. No. 
43 Engine was responding to an alarm 
for a blazing automobile at the time. 
The bus driver stated that he did not 
hear the whistle or bell of the engine, 
but saw it coming toward him an in- 
stant before the crash. He swerved 
the bus and the two vehicles struck a 
glancing blow. 

The bus and the engine parted after 
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the collision, the engie skidding for 
thirty feet before it could stop. The five 
firemen on the engine managed to hang 
on and none was injured. Both front 
wheels were knocked off the fire en- 
gine and the front of the frame was 
somewhat damaged. The crash occurred 
at a narrow intersection, where vehicles 
cannot be seen until at the crossing. 
Several passengers on the crowded 
school bus said that they saw the fire 
engine, as the bus moved across the 
intersection. They said that they could 
not hear the fire engine, because several 
female “jitterbugs” in the bus were 
creating a din of singing and screaming 
that drowned out the noise of the fire 
exhaust whistle. 
Otts SMITH. 





Father and Son Hold Same Rank 


Be careful when you ask for Deputy 
Chief Heffernan of the New York Fire 
Department. Recently, Battalion Chief 
William J. Heffernan was promoted to 
Deputy Chief, the same rank now held 
by his father, James W. Heffernan. 
This marks the first time in the depart- 
ment’s history that father and son have 
held that same rank. 

The senior Heffernan rated a fraction 
of a point less than McElligott at the 
examination for Chief to fill the post 
vacated by Kenlon. 





Ex-Chief Adams Dead 


Ex-Chief John T. Adams, Marblehead, 
Mass., Fire Department, died on Decem- 
ber 19, in St. Petersburgh, Fla., where 
he had gone about a month previous. He 
had been in failing health for the past 
year. He was 74 years old and was for 
many years proprietor of the Adams 
House, famous Marblehead restaurant. 
He was a member of the Fire Chiefs’ 
Club of Massachusetts, the New Eng- 
land Association of Fire Chiefs, and 
the International Association of Fire 
Chiefs, and was one of the founders of 
the Adams-Grant Club of North Shore 
Fire Chiefs. 

Harry BeELKNap. 


Fire Marshal Coultas Killed 


Sherman V. Coultas, forty-five years 
old, Fire Marshal of Illinois, was killed 
by a mentally defective farmer as the 
aftermath of a hunting party. The farm- 
er, in turn, was killed by the father of 
the Fire Marshal. 

The Coultases, father and son, Con- 
gressman-elect Barnes and Charles B. 
Burmeister, the brother of the eccentric, 
were members of a hunting party on the 
farm of Mr. Barnes’ mother, where Bur- 
meister was a tenant. The party had 
broken up and the Coultases remained 
to continue hunting. The eccentric, who 
previously had been instructed to guard 
the farm against casual hunters, ap- 
peared and started shooting at the Fire 
Marshal. Several bullets missed, but one 
struck, going through the lung. 

Pointing the gun at the father, he 
shouted: 

“You’re next. The government told 
me to shoot any that comes near this 
place.” 

The father raised his gun and fired 
first. 

The late Mr. Coultas was married and 
leaves three children. 
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THE PROBLEM OF FALSE ALARMS 


Dw he have fun! 


The next day every paper in town 
had a story about it, and it certainly 
must have been some party, if all 
the newspapers wrote stories about it. 
In fact, the accounts were printed on 
the front page, and that is a lot for a 
little thing like a party. 

gut then this was some party. 
There was not a section in town that 
did not hear about it, and there was 
not a cop around who would not have 
liked to get his hands on the fellow 
who was in back of the whole idea. 
All through the evening, fire com- 
panies were racing about and some- 
where, some fellow, or perhaps, a 
group were having the time of their 
lives. 

But in doing so, no attention was 
given to the lives of the firemen, of 
the danger that followed because fire- 
men were traveling without the pro- 
tection of traffic rules, or of the re- 
duced fire protection because fire 
companies were out of their houses. 
The fellow who turned in the alarms 
saw only the imaginary disappoint- 
ments on the faces of the officers 
when they rolled up and found no 
fire, or he derived satisfaction at see- 
ing people pause and stare at the 
speeding apparatus. 

False alarms are very serious, es- 
pecially to the firemen, who are now 
seeking legal protection from such 
jokers. 

In the box on this page is the prob- 
lem in full that is discussed in this 
issue. It is a continuation of the dis- 
cussion in the previous issue, and the 
problem will be concluded in the next 
issue. 


Discussion of the Question 
A. W. Olsen, Chief, Omaha, Neb.: I do 


not believe that turning in a false 
alarm should be considered a felony, 
if the offender is under 18 years of 
age. If he is older,.it should. This 
would tend to reduce the number of 
alarms, but, on the other hand, it 
might discourage children from turn- 
ing in an alarm if they saw a small 
fire. 

The most effective method of re- 


ducing false alarms is to educate the 
boys and girls of all ages in both 
public and parochial schools, as well 
as in the high schools. The young boy 
or girl who turns in a false alarm, 
does not do so with malicious intent, 
but considers it more of a prank. He 
does not consider the serious side of 
a false alarm. 

For the last two years in Omaha, 
we have had men from our Inspection 
Department talk to the entire group 
of each school in the city. In so 
doing, we have especially praised the 
teachers and the children for not hav- 
ing a large amount of false alarms in 
their particular vicinity. Whether or 
not they have had many, we praise 
them. We stress the possibility of 
the one turning in the false alarm 
going through life a murderer, should 
a fire truck collide, or have an acci- 
dent and kill someone on the way to 
that false alarm. We then relate to 
them some real facts, whereby fire- 
men have been killed in our town, 
because some child did not think of 
the seriousness of it. This has seemed 
to reduce our false alarms in the last 
few years. If the offender is 18 years 
or over, unless mentally deficient, I 
firmly believe he should be brought 
before police court and sentenced or 
fined, due to the fact that he is ma- 
tured and should know better. 

George E. Jacobs, Chief, Canton, O.: I 
believe this act should be classed as 
a felony when citizens or firemen are 
injured or killed, or when property is 
damaged. 

I do not believe that making this 
deed a felony will reduce the number 








HERE IS THE PROBLEM 


Do you believe the turning in 
of a malicious false alarm should 
be held a felony? Why? 

In your opinion, would this 
change in the law reduce the 
amount of false alarms? 

Do you feel that to make the 
crime a felony might tend to stop 
a person who discovers a small fire 
from turning in an alarm for fear 
of possible arrest? 

What, in your opinion, is the 
most effective method, or meth- 
ods, today of reducing false 
alarms? 








of false alarms. It may cause some 
people to attempt to extinguish small 
fires without calling the Fire De- 
partment, thereby increasing the num- 
ber of large fires. 

The most effective way to reduce 
the number of false alarms is to edu- 
cate the public. Many false alarms 
are sent in out of curiosity. Educa- 
tion will do much to eliminate this 
curiosity. 

Edwin P. Erb, Chief, Allentown, Pa.: 
Allentown had an average of 40 mali- 
cious false alarms every year, up to 
January 6, 1936. The administration 
changed, and we publicized the ac- 
tion that would be taken. Any person 
caught turning a false alarm would 
be prosecuted to the fullest extent of 
the law, regardless of whom that per- 
son should be. 

In 1936 we were able to cut down 
the number extensively. Five were ar- 
rested, all of whom went to jail, with 
the exception of two college boys, 
studying to be ministers, who had 
their fines of $300 paid. During 1937 
there were six false alarms, all of 
which were arrested and placed in 
jail. 

Up to the present time, during 1938, 
our false alarms have increased, due 
to the fact that they are the acts 
of boys who are too young to be 
prosecuted. However, these boys are 
now under the supervision of the pro- 
bation officer of our Police Depart- 
ment. 

I believe that persons arrested 
twice for this offense should be 
charged with a felony. 

Our present laws should be more 
severe, by adding to the present sen- 
tence, which would surely reduce the 
number of false alarms. ° 

Whenever there is a fire and a call 
is sent in, whether that alarm is a 
necessary one or not, the person send- 
ing in the alarm need fear no arrest 
for this offense, because there really 
was a fire. 

To reduce the number of false 
alarms it is necessary to impose a 
heavier sentence, to ignore all friendly 
and political prestige that is presented 
for any person guilty of this offense, 
to prosecute and demand the fullest 
penalty and to make it a felony of 
habitual offenders. 

C. E. Harris, Chief, Akron, Ohio: I con- 
sider the turning in of a malicious 
false alarm a felony. It costs the city 
considerable money for apparatus to 
respond to the alarm and quite often 
there is a collision and someone in- 
jured or killed. 

If the law were changed, it might 
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have a tendency to reduce the number 

of false alarms. 

In our city of Akron, we have the 
Junior Fire Fighters Club, with two 
instructors. They do nothing else, 
but visit all of the schools and play- 
grounds every day. False alarms is 
one of the subjects impressed upon 
the minds of the children. We think 
it is bringing good results. 

R. E. Whalen, Fire Marshal, Elgin, IIL: 
I believe the turning in of a malicious 
false alarm should be made a felony, 
because of the hazards in heavily con- 
gested streets. Any malicious act that 
tends to take life or cause accidents, 
should carry a severe penalty. I feel 
that by doing this, the false alarms 
would be lessened, but would not be 
stopped entirely. 

I do not feel that this would tend 
to stop people from turning in an 
alarm for small fires, if it were prop- 
erly explained and they were thanked 
for notifying the department 

I think the most effective way of 
stopping false alarms is by education, 
especially of the school children I 
have shown the moving picture en- 
titled “Sounding the Alarm” in all 
our schools and have given an ex- 
planation of this picture of the basis 
of the hazards of turning in a false 
alarm. We have had very few since 
. J. Delaney, Chief, Springfield, Ill.: | 
believe the turning in of a malicious 
false alarm should be made a felony, 
if the offender is an adult. Most of 
our alarms are sent in by children 
and I do not approve of sentencing 
them. In my opinion a change in the 
present law would reduce the num- 
ber of such alarms, without discourag 
ing a person who discovers a small 
fire 

| think if the act of turning in a 
false alarm were made a felony, with 
a good stiff jail sentence, and applied 
to everyone, with the exception of 
children, the number of such alarms 
would be reduced. 

Harry E. Miller, Chief, Lancaster, Pa.: 
I do believe the turning in of a mali 
cious false alarm should be held a 
felony. In case of an accident, in 
which someone is fatally injured, there 
is a law which will bring a severe 
penalty. 

I think this change in the law would 
reduce false alarms to a certain ex- 
tent, although some alarms are sent 
in by small children playing with the 
box, who don’t realize the serious- 
ness of the crime. A small percent- 
age of false alarms received by tele- 
phone cannot be traced. 

I don’t think that by making the 
crime a felony it might tend to stop 
a person from sending in an alarm, 
because when a person discovers a 
fire, he realizes it is a job for the 
Fire Department 

In my opinion the only effective 
method of reducing false alarms 
would be to install loud ringing bells 
above each box that would start ring- 
ing instantly the box is pulled. This 
would cause the sender of a false 
alarm to hesitate and perhaps change 
his mind, for fear of being caught 
in the act 


Chris Smith, Chief, Muskegon, Mich.: | 


do not believe the turning in of a 
malicious false alarm should be held 
a felony. We have lots of trouble 
with false alarms in our town. They 








THANK YOU! 


The Editors thank the many 
who contributed to this discussion. 
Because of space limitations, it has 
been necessary to hold over many 
comments for the next issue. 








are caused mostly by boys. If we 
should charge boys with felony, it 
would cause a good deal of trouble 
for their parents. I also believe that 
if we made the crime a felony, it 
might discourage a number of persons 
from sending in an alarm for a small 
fire, for fear of arrest. 

We have a city ordinance which 
provides punishment for a person who 
sends in a false alarm. The ordinance 
reads that on conviction of any per- 
son sending in a false alarm, he shall 
be punished by a fine not exceeding 
$50, together with costs, or by im- 
prisonment in the city or county jail 
for a period not exceeding 60 days. 

Howard Travers, Chief, Baltimore, Md.: 
I am of the opinion that such an act 
should be classed as a felony, because 
it not only interferes with the prompt 
response to fires, but is likely to cause 
loss of life and serious accidents, not 
only to firemen, but to pedestrians 
on the public highway as well. If 
such a law were properly enforced, 
I believe that it would tend to reduce 
false alarms, without stopping a per- 
son who discovers a small fire from 
turning in an alarm. 

In Baltimore, the Police and Fire 
Departments coopcrate in attempting 
to reduce the false alarms. As soon 
as more than two false alarms are 
received in the space of a short time, 
only one unit is dispatched to the lo- 
cation, and the Police Department 
broadcasts orders for all police to pay 
strict attention to fire alarm boxes 
over the entire city. Action places 
all policemen on the alert. By this 
method numerous arrests are made 
and convictions obtained. 


J. P. McCosker, Chief, Bangor, Me.: | 


believe making the act of turning in a 
malicious false alarm a felony is too 
severe a charge to lodge against a 
person. Our state law places a fine 
of $50 on a person sending in a false 
alarm. We, of course, want and 
strive to have this practice of pulling 
false alarms stopped. We teach the 
pupils in the schools the great danger 
in it. Most false alarms are pulled by 
youths and drunks. A good talking 
to by the Fire and Police Chiefs has 
a very good effect on the youths. 
Fine the drunk or older person a 
couple of times and they will soon 
get the dangerous idea of pulling such 
alarms out of their heads. Making 
it a felony would not, in my opin- 
ion, reduce the number of false 
alarms. The child or drunk simply 
get it into their heads to pull the 
false alarm and they do it. They 
plan on getting away with it, not on 
what the outcome will be if they are 
caught. 

I also believe that too severe a 
punishment will stop people from 


turning in alarms for small fires. If 
we teach the youth that it is a very 


Michael J. 
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severe crime and that he may get a 
year’s imprisonment for doing it, we 
may instill upon his mind a fear of 
fire alarm boxes. He may discover 
a fire some day and hesitate to pull 
the alarm on account of his fear. 

I really believe the best method to 
reduce this bad practice is to educate 
the school pupils, Boy Scouts, etc., 
as to the dangers that lurk there, and 
of the fact that many people are in- 
jured or killed in answering them. 
We realize that in appealing to the 
boy of today, we are appealing to the 
man of tomorrow, who will go out 
and help us to stop the practice. 
Corrigan, Fire Commis- 
sioner, Chicago, Ill.: We do not be- 
lieve that false alarms may be classed 
as malicious or a felony. If mali- 
cious or felonious intent is involved 
at the time the false alarm is struck 
and eventually disclosed as of that 
character, our law is adequate to deal 
with the matter as a felony, if in fact 
one was committed. 

We find that in almost every case 
false alarms are struck by persons of 
immature age, by inebriates, by per- 
sons of mental deficiency, or by justi- 
fiable error. Because of the character 
of the offenders and of the offenses, 
if we were to consider these cases 
felonious and charge them as such, 
the law would be unable to sustain 
prosecutions, to say nothing of the 
fact that if they were by any chance 
regarded by the courts as felonious, 
the penalty would be all out of pro- 
portion to the gravity of the offenses. 

We do not feel that legislation 
making false alarms felonious would 
be an appreciable deterrent to persons 
turning in bona fide alarms in respect 
to small fires. 

We believe the most effective 
method to cure or reduce false alarms 
is parental or legal supervision over 
persons who might strike false alarms. 
During the last year and a half, of 
the many offenders apprehended 
among children of tender age who 
have been put under parental or other 
supervision, we have never had a 
recurrence of the offense by the same 
person. Education in schools, par- 
ticularly in the junior grades, as to 
the dangers that might accompany re- 
sponse to false alarms might be han- 
dled very nicely through advice to 
minors by teachers and also by fire 
prevention and safety lectures and 
radio broadcasts. 





Edward J. Green, Chief, Steubenville, 


Ohio: I believe the turning in of a 
malicious false alarm should be held 
a felony. If it is made one, the num- 
ber of false alarms will tend to be re- 
duced. 

I am of the opinion that a siren con- 
nected with the box would stop a lot 
of false alarms. We have had boxes, 
pulled, and people standing ten feet 
away did not know it, until the trucks 
rolled up. With the old style boxes, 
where it was necessary to break glass, 
we did not have one-third of the 
alarms. More people were caught, 
as the noise of the breaking glass 
caused people to look around to see 
who the offender was. I think the 
later boxes are more or less a joke 
and fire alarm companies should try 
to work out something better, or re- 
duce the prices of the boxes and in- 
stall sirens with them, or set the 
prices of sirens at a_ reasonable 
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amount, so several can ‘be bought 
and placed in service. The penalty 
here is $100 and costs. 

Thomas J. Phelan, Chief, Trenton, 
N. J.: In my opinion wilful transmis- 
sion of false alarms should be dealt 
with severely. A jail term would be 
the most effective, it being provided 
for in the laws of New Jersey. Mak- 
ing a felony of the act would not re- 
duce the number of false alarms. 
Our records show that most persons 
apprehended are children or intoxi- 
cated persons, neither of whom is re- 
sponsible for his actions due to the 
state of his mind. 

Such a penalty might possibly act 
as a deterrent to people discovering a 
small fire, who would hesitate to 
transmit an alarm. 

The most effective way of reducing 

false alarms is accomplished, I be- 
lieve, by a campaign of instruction 
through the press and in the schools 
and by the imposition of jail terms 
with full publicity in the press in the 
event of apprehension of willful vio- 
lators. 
James Sweeney, Chief, Clifton, N. J.: I 
believe that the act for tuning in a 
malicious false alarm should be pun- 
ishable as a misdemeanor. False 
alarms are generally turned in by 
juveniles or intoxicated persons, and 
a change in the law would not, in 
my opinion, reduce the number of 
false alarms. I do not believe that 
making the crime a felony would tend 
to discourage people who discover a 
small fire from turning in an alarm 
Responsible persons who turn in an 
alarm of fire realize that even a small 
fire might become a dangerous one. 
In this connection newspaper pub- 
licity, for the purpose of educating 
the public, would be a great help. 

A bell or siren on the top of the 
fire box which can be heard for one 
or two blocks, would discourage and 
help to reduce the number of false 
alarms. 


John J. McElligott, Fire Chief and 


Commissioner, New York, N. Y.: The 
present law relating to false fire 
alarms, which is a misdemeanor and 
carries with it the penalty of im- 
prisonment in the Penitentiary or 
County Jail for not more than a year, 
or a fine of not more than $500, or 
both, in my opinion, is severe enough 
when properly enforced, to make of- 
fenders hesitate before repeating the 
offense. The penalty is the same, 
should a defendant be found guilty of 
disorderly conduct for turning in a 
false alarm. 

Nothing would be gained by chang- 
ing the crime to a ou. It would, 
I believe, be more difficult to obtain 
a conviction, because the procedure 
of the prosecution would be precisely 
the same as for any major crime, such 
as arson or murder. It would be nec- 
essary to first arraign a defendant in 
a Magistrates’ Court for examination. 
Should a prima facie case be estab- 
lished, the case would then be sub- 
mitted to the Grand Jury for action. 
It would then be within the discretion 
of the Grand Jury, as to whether the 
facts warrant finding an indictment, 
which would result in the defendant 
being tried by a jury in the County or 
General Sessions Court. A trial jury 
might hesitate to convict a person for 
a felony, as some on the jury might 
consider the offense too trivial. 


The procedure in a felony case 
would subject witnesses to consider- 
able inconvenience and loss of time, 
particularly if there were any adjourn- 
ments. 

Furthermore, a person discovering a 
small fire or evidence of a fire, might 
hesitate, or be deterred from turning 
in an alarm for the fire, fearing ar- 
rest for a felony. Since most false 
fire alarms in the day time are the 
work of mischievous boys and those 
in the night time are turned in by 
intoxicated and irresponsible persons, 
the changing of the law would not 
reduce the number turned in. 

We have found that the most ef- 
fective way of coping with this men- 
ace is by educational and publicity 
campaigns, quick response of Police 
Department radio cars to all fire 
alarms and the imposing of severe 
sentences on the offenders. 

Through the Board of Education 
and Parochial School authorities, the 
children are taught the perils of turn- 
ing in a false alarm, while cards 
conspicuously displayed on the transit 
lines point out to the public the dan- 
gers of this practice. The courts 
have given their support and splendid 
results have been obtained through 
the cooperation of the Police Depart- 
ment, whose radio cars respond to all 
fire alarms. 

This campaign, inaugurated in July, 
1934, working under the methods out- 
lined above, has resulted in a decrease 
of about 30 per cent in the annual 
number of false fire alarms. 


Joe Carmichael, Chief, Little Rock, 


Ark.: I believe the turning in of a 
malicious false alarm should be held 
a felony, if there is property loss, in- 
jury or death resulting from the re- 
sponse of the department. Otherwise, 
I believe the maximum for a mis- 
demeanor should be imposed. Mak- 
ing the crime a felony would not, in 
my opinion, reduce the amount of 
false alarms, as such alarms are al- 
ways reported in a sneaking manner 
and it is almost impossible to detect 
the origin of most alarms, unless 
transmission is held up to make a 
check on the origin. This pertains 
in particular to telephoned alarms. 

I do not believe that any person 
who is conscientious in reporting a 
fire would have any trouble in ex- 
plaining that the size of a fire had 
nothing to do with his efforts to have 
it controlled. In general, a felony 
should not tend to make a person 
hesitate to report a fire, regardless 
of its size at the time of its discovery. 

Public relations and education go 
a long way toward reducing the num- 
ber of false alarms. It is practically 
impossible to check back on alarms 
reported on automatic phones and it 
is very easy to drive up to a box, 
snap an alarm and drive away. Our 
experience shows that a majority of 
false alarms are reported by half- 
grown adults. There should be a dis- 
tinction made between false alarms 
and unnecessary alarms. Often both 
are classed as the same. 


H. R. Chase, Chief, Miami, Fla.: I be- 


lieve the turning in of a false alarm 
should be held a felony, because that 
act is equal to many others which 
are considered felonies. If the law 
could be enforced and the public in- 
formed of convictions, I am sure it 
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would materially reduce the number 
of such alarms. 

No official would ever cause the ar- 
rest of a person who had turned in 
an alarm, if there was a fire, or if the 
sender had reason to believe there 
was a fire. 

A continual and extensive educa- 
tional campaign in schools, public 
service clubs and other gatherings of 
the public, as well as the strict en- 
forcement of laws covering the send- 
ing in of false alarms, would result 
in a reduction in the number of them. 


John A. Fisher, Chief, Duluth, Minn.: 


I do not believe the turning in of a 
false alarm should be classed as a 
felony, because it might be detri- 
mental to an honest person turning in 
an alarm.. For instance: a woman 
runs out and calls “Fire!” A person 
passing would investigate before he 
would take the chance of turning in 
an alarm. Furthermore, you have to 
catch the person first, if you are lucky 
enough. The courts generally hand 
out a stiff sentence. Our department 
has great difficulty in apprehending 
these pests, as they drive up in a 
car, open the box, oat the hook down 
and are far away before the arrival of 
the department. 

In my opinion, there are about a 
half dozen boxes in the city which 
these pests operate on. The solution, 
I think, is to have the assistance of 
the Police Department to patrol in 
cars near these boxes. This has 
worked out very well in our city. 


Francis W. Donnelly, Chief, Lincoln, 


Neb.: I believe there should be some 
penalty connected with the malicious 
turning in of a false alarm. The wear 
and tear upon apparatus is just as 
great in answering false alarms, as it 
is in an alarm where a fire exists. The 
dangers to pedestrians and firemen 
from accidents are very great. The 
cost to the taxpayers for false alarms 
is high, 

It is questionable whether making 
this change in the law would reduce 
the number of false alarms, as the 
majority of false alarms are due to 
pranksters, boys who are not crim- 
inals, but who use this means and 
other misdeeds to work off pent-up 
energy 

The honest conscientious person 
would report a small fire, regardless 
of the penalty for a felony. 

An educational campaign starting 
in the schools, stressing the dangers 
to pedestrians, firemen and _ public 
from accidents and stressing the lack 
of fire protection while companies are 
out of quarters, and the additional tax 
burden on the public because of false 
alarms, will help to reduce the num- 
ber of such alarms. 


Grover Frock, Chief, Springfield, O.: 


believe that the penalties for pulling 
false alarms are too lenient in most 
cities. Springfield only has a fine 
of $25 and costs, making a total of 
$31.85. Such punishment does not 
frighten the person who is continually 
sending in such an alarm. 

I think the penalty should be heavy, 
as every person who sends in a false 
alarm is a potential murderer, as the 
records show that many firemen and 
some citizens have been killed in 
answering such calls, not to mention 
those who have been injured and the 
apparatus that has been damaged. A 
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This new development by American-LaFrance 
is now available—the FIRST aerial ladder 


ever offered with an operating range of 


This safe Water 
Tower can be oper- 
ated at heights up 
to 125 feet. Three 
ladder pipes may be 
used, two of them 
permanently 
mounted, 





These quick-acting Ground Jacks are standard 
equipment. The tractor does not have to be jack- 
knifed for stability when operating the Aerial 
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Tiller Seat, windshield and steering gear are per- 
manently mounted, with two-way signal system 
to driver. High-power side lights on platform 
provide night lighting. 
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or as an emergency stairway, there is safety 
in steel under ALL conditions. 

Study the features of this new aerial. Every 
one is designed for maximum efficiency and 


safety, to meet all fire-fighting conditions. 


IOAMITE CORPO! RATION 


Note free access to the ladder from the large 
platform with no obstructions to step over, and 
railing for operator protection. Centralized con- 
trols are indirectly lighted. 
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The Aerial Ladder 
has smooth, swift 
100% Hydraulic 
Operation from the 
bed, and, in addi- 
tion, provision is 
made for manual 
operation of fly 
ladders. 





The high tensile steel developed for these Aerial 
Ladders requires no heat treatment. All sections 
electric welded—no rivets. There are double 
cables on every section. 
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law with a heavy penalty would have 
more effect. 

The law never scared an honest 
person from turning in an alarm for a 
small fire, and I do not believe it 
would, if the penalty for tuning in 
a false alarm were punishable as a 
felony. 

False alarms, in my opinion, should 
not be given much publicity, as it 
sometimes puts ideas into the minds 
of young folks, which otherwise 
would not be there. I have never 
seen any of the so-called cures which 
were satisfactory to any degree 


Answers to Previous Questions 


The following replies were received in 
answer to a previous question regarding 
response to calls caused by leaking re- 
frigerants: 


R. E. DuPaul, Chief, Vancouver, Wash.: 
We answer all calls of this nature with 
one engine company. In cold storage 
plants, we shut off refrigerant supply, 
shut off the compressor, ventilate the 
building and call the owner or person 
in charge 

With small refrigerators, we carry 
them outside and ventilate the house 

Alta McGhee, Chief, West Frankfort, 
Ill.: I never have had a call of this 
kind. However, if I should have such 
a call and did not have a mask suitable 
for the job, I would ventilate the 
building, in order to get to the valves 
to shut them off 

A. E. Tomann, Chief, LaPorte, Ind.: 
I believe Fire Departments should 
respond at once to a call, where gases 
are reported leaking from electric re- 
frigerating systems, and do what they 
can to help the owner in this emer- 
gency. 

The system should be shut off and 
the owner advised as to whom to get 
to repair the system 

Henry Ginn, Chief, Tyler, Tex.: When 
a Fire Department responds to homes 
or business places where gases are 
reported leaking from _ refrigerating 
systems, they should carry with them 
gas or cannister and fresh air masks 





| lo take care of this emergency, upon 
' arrival they should don these gas ot 


fresh air masks and enter the building 
where gas is escaping, see that all 
persons are out of the building, raise 
windows and open doors for ventila- 
tion and discharge of gas, disconnect 
line from electric current and remove 
the refrigerator from the building, if 
possible. A service man or someone 
who is more familiar with the system 
should be called to service the ma 
chine 
C. W. Pittman, Chief, Urbana, IIL: 
This department responds with a 
ladder truck and a pumper which 
carry equipment to take care of almost 
any emergency which might happen 
On arrival of the department, if the 
gas is bad, two firemen should enter 
with gas. masks. A fireman should be 
stationed at the entrance with a small 
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rope which is used as a tump line 
The masked fireman can signal back, 
or follow the rope if necessary. In 
coping with home refrigerators we 


move them out on an open porch. We 
always investigate sleeping rooms for 
gas victims. 

T. P. Coe, Chief, Tallahassee, Fla.: In 
answering calls from homes where 
gas is escaping, we first pull the main 





switch and then if the gas is very 
strong, we put on all service gas 
masks and hunt the trouble. 


Andrew T. Callahan, Chief, Harrison, 


N. J.: The Fire Department should 
answer calls with an apparatus 
equipped with various types of masks. 
It might be an emergency or squad 
wagon, as long as it has this sort of 
equipment aboard, with — specially 
trained men for the emergency. 

The officer in charge determines the 
nature of leaking gases or fumes and 
proceeds to find the cause. It is wise 
to put on a gas mask and ventilate 
the premises. If the valves have been 
shut off and there is no result, the 
order for vacating the building should 
be given. The concern that installed 
the refrigerator should be _ notified. 
In Harrison, we have a special tag 
on refrigerators to designate the shut 
off valves and electric switches con- 
trolling the machine. It is also nec- 
essary for the officer in charge of this 
work to be fully acquainted with the 
various types of refrigerating ma- 
chines in my municipality. 


Francis A. Murray, Chief, Teaneck, 


N. J.: Many departments define the 
work of the Fire Department as 
“preventing and extinguishing fires.” 
I am going to add to that “to alleviate 
distress and suffering.” All depart- 
ments should be obliged to respond 
to any call for a leaking» refrigeration 
system. 

Many refrigerating systems use a 
refrigerant that can be defined as 
irritant, disabling and _ explosive. 
These refrigerants when confined are 
harmless but when out of control 
call for immediate action. I know of 
no agency outside of the Fire Depart- 
ment capable of immediate response. 
It is true that a service agency might 
be called, but owing to conditions, 
such as distance, a delay might prove 
disastrous. 

Let me give one concrete reason 
why the Fire Department should re- 
spond to such an emergency. About 
2 a.m. on a winter night, a family of 
four persons were awakened by the 
odor of sulphur-dioxide. The father 
quickly ran to the stairs leading to 
the first floor and reaching the foot, 
could go no further. Running back 
upstairs he quickly herded all of his 
family in one room. He called the 
Police Department. Two cars re- 
sponded, but could do nothing. A call 
was sent in to the Fire Department. 
The Emergency Squad answered and, 
with the aid of ladders, the four per- 
sons were brought to the street. The 
Emergency Squad donned gas masks, 
entered the first floor, ventilated it, 
located the refrigerator, but could not 
control the leak. They carried the ice 
box out to the rear yard. The occu- 
pants re-entered their home, shortly 
after the arrival of the Fire Depart- 
ment. 

Methods of taking care of such an 
emergency vary according to condi- 
tions. We carry on our Emergency 
Truck a gallon of ammonia, with a 
small brush for applying it to tubing 
and machinery, to detect leaks of 
sulphur-dioxide. We carry a pinching 
tool, used in pinching tubing to isolate 
leaks, also keys to shut off valves. 
This is very important, if departments 
are to respond to such calls. We con- 
duct a classroom session once a year 
at our Fire College, treating on all 
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matters pertaining to household, com- 
mercial and multiple systems of re- 
frigeration. Charts, maps and picture 
slides are used. In all cases where 
leaks cannot be isolated or stopped, 
the unit is removed to the outside of 
the building. This, of course, does not 
apply to large ammonia refrigeration, 
or ice making plants. 

We have an ordinance requiring a 
permit for the installation of all re- 
frigerating systems that carry in ex- 
cess of 20 pounds of refrigerant. This 
allows us to control the installations. 


Ex-Chief Hafer Dead 

Charles S. Hafer, Chief of the Fire 
Department at Little Rock, Ark., from 
January 1, 1902, until his retirement in 
1933, died at his home at the age of 
seventy-three. 

He was a member of the old volun- 
teer department and became a member 








The Late Ex-Chief C. S. Hafer 


Portrait taken some years ago. 


of the paid force on November 1, 1892. 
On August 1, 1899, Hafer became a 
Captain, and a short time later, Assistant 
Chief. Hg served as Chief from 1902 
to 1933. 

Chief Hafer was a member of the 
Consistory and the Shrine, Woodmen 
of the World, and Arkansas State Fire- 
men’s Association, and an honorary life 
member of the International Association 
of Fire Chiefs. 

He is survived by six daughters, a 
sister, sixteen grandchildren, and two 
great-grandchildren. 





George T. Boughner Retires 


Fire Marshal George T. Boughner, 
Grand Rapids, Mich., retired on his 
seventy-second birthday, after fifty 
years in the fire service. He joined the 
department on September 23, 1888. 

He was given a banquet on the eve 
of his retirement by the Fire Prevention 
Division, and the Grand Rapids Associa- 
tion of Insurance Agents. He was pre- 
sented with a traveling bag. The off- 
shift marched to Boughner’s home in a 
body and presented him with a gold 
watch and chain, and for Mrs. 
Boughner, a basket of flowers. 
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Our inquiring reporter overhauls 


the firemanic news of the day. 





Bad Samaritans 

Two men stepped from a truck and 
obligingly helped Mr. and Mrs. Herbert 
Macmurchy, of Philadelphia, extinguish 
a fire in their automobile. When the 
fire was out they left, with the Mac- 
murchy’s thanks—and took with ’em, 
according to story Mrs. M. told State 
police, her purse and jewelry and securi- 
ties worth $2,000. 





Freak Fire is Serious 

Six autos parked alongside curb on 
8th Avenue, between 46th and 47th 
Streets, New York City, were badly 
damaged and young woman seriously 
burned by a freak fire caused by a 
pedestrian’s lighted cigarette carelessly 
chucked into the street. The “butt” 
ignited a stream of gasoline that had 
dripped out of a tank of a sedan being 
towed downtown—flames_ raced the 
whole block, igniting clothing of Mrs. 
Dorothy Latimer, aged 26. Pedestrians 
smothered fire in her garments, but not 
before she had received first degree 
burns on neck, cheeks and lips. Tires 
were almost entirely burned off six cars, 


before ‘firemen under Battalion Chief 
Edwin Stevenson and an emergency 
squad put out blaze with chemicals. 
Doors of six locked cars had to be 


forced to determine there no fire 


inside. 


was 


Now You Tell One 

Believe it or not, a white pine rail- 
road tower, filled to the brim with gal- 
lons of water burned to the ground in 
Burnside (Pa.), despite the efforts of 
a big squad of the Braves. Brother, 
page Mr. Ripley! 


Not-So-Dumb-Firemen 

When a fire broke out on a farm be- 
yond the limits of Turtle Creek (Wis.), 
our Scout says that town firemen had 
their truck towed to the blaze and then 
drove it back. They explained that the 
towing was necessary because of a legal 
ruling that the fire truck could not be 
driven outside the city. We don’t know 
what sort of a job they did on the fire. 


Hot Cargo "“Evaporates?” 

Our Elkton (Md.) newscout writes us 
that, when a truck overturned and 
caught fire near there, passersby 
obligingly helped the driver remove his 
cargo—forty cases of likker. After the 
fire was extinguished, the driver turned 
to thank his helpers. They were gone— 
and—you’ve gussed it—so were the forty 
cases of “wet goods.” 


Another “Convenient” Fire 
Out in Winchester (Ky.) the alarm 
hit in. Sirens screaming, the Win- 


chester apparatus shot out of the sta- 
tion house—then screeched to a quick 
stop. 

Length of run: twelve feet! Scene of 
fire: Second floor of same building— 
burning curtains! 


Holiday Hazards, Holocasts and Horrors 

In spite of electric Christmas tree 
lights, “fireproof” whiskers, ete. The 
1938 Yuletide season continues to run 
the Fourth of July a close race for the 
death and accident record. Although we 
go to press before the complete returns 
are in, here’s what we cull from the 
records: 

Even before Christmas, the season 
commenced to take toll. In Toronto 
(Ont.) Police Sergeant I. H. Smith fin- 
ished decorating his Christmas tree, 
struck a match to light his pipe and 
stepped back to view his handiwork. 
The lighted match dropped into the ar- 
tificial snow about the tree and in a 
jiffy everything was ablaze. So fast 
did flames spread that Smith was forced 
to drop the “phone while calling fire- 
men and crawl to safety on hands and 
knees. Damage, $3,000. 

* 


In another pre-Christmas catastrophy, 
John Fox, aged 32, Somerville (Mass.), 
died of smoke inhalation and thirty per- 
sons were carried down ladders, as fire 
partially destroyed a brick apartment 
house, cause unknown. 

* 


In Jersey City (N. J.), a widow, after 
safely escaping from a blazing apart- 
ment, returned to rescue her late hus- 
band’s photograph, and was burned to 
death. Firemen, under Chief Thomas 
Maloney, later found her charred body. 

* 

On the same day the Rev. John J. 
Brennan, 31, Assistant Rector of St. 
Donato’s Catholic Church, W. Phila- 
delphia (Pa.), was burned to death in a 
fire attributed to short-circuit in elec- 
trical Christmas decorations. 

* 


On Christmas day, 200 children went 
to a fire instead of Sunday school, when 
fire raged in Trinity Evangelical and 
Reformed Church, Norristown (Pa.). 
All five of Norristown’s fire companies 
finally subdued blaze after damage of 
$35,000 was done. 


A note of humor injected itself amid 
the tales of tragedy: In Lewisburgh 
(Pa.), Earl D. Cornelius and family gave 
a “birthday party” for their pet pooch, 
“Spanky,” which was a “howling” suc- 
cess, literally and figuratively. Spanky 
got a cake of a half-pound of hamburger 
topped by three lighted candles. In his 
haste to devour it he forgot the candles. 
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Plenty of hair was burned from his hide 
and ears before he was “put out.” 
* 


The day before Christmas an explo- 
sion and fire in a laboratory of Colum- 
bia University caused instant death to 
graduate student John E. Wertz, 24, 
and serious injuries to another student. 

* 


Near Albany (N.Y.), two men met 
death in flames; in So. Fallsburgh, 
Harry Hepner, 45, was killed when ex- 
plosion and fire destroyed his store; in 
Belden, N. F. Vondell, 63, died in fire 
that consumed his small frame dwelling. 

* 


Three thousand persons in the Para- 
mount Theatre, San Francisco (Cal.), 
watching a holiday movie program, hur- 
ried out when fire was discovered in the 
balcony. Cause—evidently a cigarette. 


In Lynchburg (Va.), a penny fire- 
cracker, touched off a blast that de- 
stroyed an automobile repair shop, 
shook the downtown section, provided 
city with its most spectacular blaze in 
months. Four injured. Why firecrackers 
should be found in such vicinity and at 
such time of the year is beyond us! 

* 


Timely arrival of a telegraphic Christ- 
mas greeting saved fourteen persons 
from asphyxiation at a family reunion 
at Kansas City (Kan.). “I smell some- 
thing burning” the messenger told 
Claude Gaston, as he delivered his mes- 
sage. At that moment one woman 
fainted and others in the party became 
ill. Gaston, smelling gas, rushed his 
relatives into the yard after which, with 
wet towels over his face, he discovered 
an open gas burner in the basement. 
Physicians who revived the people said 
they would have been asphyxiated in a 
few more minutes. 


Cheery bit of news was elevation of 
72 firemen to higher posts in New York 


Fire Department. Among them was 
William J. Heffernan who was raised 
from Battalion Chief to Deputy—the 
same rank held by his father. A great 
family—a great name. 
* 

In Philadelphia (Pa.), a little boy 

searched for toys in a closet, using 


lighted match. The boy was saved, but 
the closet and contents, along with part 
of house, went up in smoke. 





Note to contributors: If you do not 
read your news contribution in the next 
issue of Fire ENGINEERING don’t despair 
—if it’s suitable it will ultimately find 
its way into print. 

Editor, Watch Desk. 





WHAT DO YOU KNOW? 


The Editor of “The Watch | 
Desk” welcomes contribu- 
tions from readers of FIRE 
ENGINEERING that brief- 
ly give facts about interest- 
ing, odd things that have to 
| do with fires, fire fighting, 
| etc. Address “Editor, Watch 
| Desk.” 
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WHO’S WHO IN THE FIRE SERVICE 


A Roster of Progressive Fire Officers and Others Who 
Are Members of the Seven Affiliated District Organi- 
zations of the International Association of Fire Chiefs 











PACIFIC COAST DISTRICT 


(Pacific Coast Association of Fire Chiefs) 
ACTIVE MEMBERS 


(Chiefs unless otherwise specified) 


CALIFORNIA [ Continued) 


John Brammer, Madera. 

Joseph Capelli, Chief, Fairfax F. D., Manor 

james D. Greig, Mare Island. 

John Briones, Martinez. 

W. E. Reilly, Marysville. 

Thomas F. Cuff, Menlo Park 

George C. Lady, Merced. 

Davel L. Arnst, Mill Valley 

George C. King, Ex-Chief, Monrovia 

C. M. Lawson, Mountain View. 

Charles F. Otterson, Napa. 

L. G. Kroeber, Needles. 

J. E. Pashote, Newark 

H. C. Meier, Newman 

A. M. Alves, Niles. 

Charles A. Olson, Novato 

O. Z. Bailey, Oakdale. 

W. G. Lutkey, Oakland. 

Walter M. Johnson, Oceanside 

Fred Linder, Ojai. 

J. H. Gordon, Ontario. 

A. L. Tomblin, Orange. 

J. J. Bradley, Oroville. 

William Clemo, Palo Alto 

Robert Dugan, Chief, Stanford University, Palo 
Alto 

Ernest F. Coop, Pasadena. 

. M. French, Paso Robles. 

O. S. Ball, Patterson 

L. J. Benoit, Petaluma. 

Carl P. Peterson, Fire Marshal, Piedmont 

Charles E. Sellick, Pittsburgh 

Mark Tetrault, Placerville. 

A. E. Cooke, Pomona. 

R. A. Gardner, Porterville 

James W. Johnson, Portola. 

Thomas S. Ward, Red Bluff. 

E. Steinhauer, Redding. 

P. G. Trowbridge, Redlands. 

J E. Morell, Ex-Chief, Redondo Beach 

Mark E. Ryan, Redwood City 

Clint Kingman, Rialto. 

W. P. Cooper, Richmond. 

L. P. Kerner, Rio Vista. 

B. D. Absher, Ripon. 

E. L. Julien, Riverdale. 

George W. James, Ex-Chief, Riverside 

W. Hanisch, Roseville. 

Edwin Schumaker, Ross. 

M. J. Dunphy, Sacramento. 

Philo S. Grant, St. Helena. 

George Von Soosten, Salinas. 

N. E. Mareucci, San Anselmo 

E. E. Leffen, Ex-Chief, San Bernardino 

Joseph Senger, San Bruno. 

E. Wheeler, San Carlos. 
E. Parrish, San Diego. 

Charles J. Brennan, San Francisco 

Jay W. Stevens, State Fire Marshal, San Fran 
cisco 

Lee Johnson, Sanger. 

Oakley M. Smith, San Jacinto 

Charles Plummer, San Jose. 

L. R. Martin, San Leandro 

W. L. Payton, San Luis Obispo 

Cc. C. Copley, San Marino. 

B. S. Gibson, Ex-Chief, San Mateo 

Hugh F. Morris, San Mateo 

M. Mello, San Pablo. 

Walter Castro, San Rafael. 

John Luxembourger, Santa Ana 

G. H. Ensign, Montecito F. D., Santa Barbara 

Cc. L. Tenney, Santa Barbara 

Jos. Laherran, Santa Clara. 

R. S. Tait, Santa Cruz. 

W. J. Mohr, Santa Monica. 

Warren L. King, Santa Paula 

William H. Muenter, Ex-Chief, Santa Rosa 

Lloyd D. Rhodes, Santa Rosa 

John R. Wood, Scotia. 

W. S. Knighton, Seal Beach. 

Julius Jensen, Selma. 

W. D. Richards, Sierra Madre 

Claude E. Wendt, Soledad. 

J. A. Valente, Sonoma 

M. Terzich, Sonora 

William F. Carleton. Southgate 

David F. Glines, Ex-Chief, Southgate 

|. F. Smith, South Pasadena. 

A. J. Welte, South San Francisco. 


William M. Tetrick, Spreckels. 
Ralph E. Thompson, Stockton. 
William Blanken, Sunnyvale. 
John H. Stroh, Torrance. 
James Ewing, Trona. 

E. Rounsaville, Tulare. 
Charles V. Lundahl, Turlock. 
A. L. Nevins, Twin Harte. 

J. W. Voth, Upland. 
O. E. Alley, Vacaville. 
D. J. Noonan, Vallejo. 
Chas. E. Dawley, Ventura. 
Artale, Vernon. 
J. Goodrich, Victorville. 
i. G. Williams, Visalia. 
G. T. Spencer, Walnut Creek. 
|: C. Hagerty, Watsonville. 

J. Harrington, Weaverville. 
b. R. Small, Weed. 

Hugh M. Topping, Whittier. 

O. B. Miller, Williams. 

George W. Hazeman, Woodland. 
John Volpiano, Woodside 

W. E. Nielson, Yosemite Valley. 


ARIZONA 


Hugh A. Kelly, Douglas. 
Louis Escallada, Nogales. 
Frank Cochrane, Phoenix. 
George Taylor, Pima. 

C. H. Hartin, Prescott. 
Gilbert H. Wheelock, Safford. 
Henry L. Hillis, Tucson. 
Tames J. Murphy, Warren. 
George R. Robinson, Yuma. 


IDAHO 


W. A. Foster, Boise 

W. W. Deist, Bonners Ferry. 

R. H. Stewart, Burhl. 

D. C. Fender, Caldwell. 

Philip C. Ott, Coeur d'Alene. 

R. L. Cline, Glenns Ferry. 

E. C. Bell, Ex-Chief, Gooding. 

a Meyer, ca 
Jackson, Idaho Falls. 

Wer " Shimmin, Jerome. 

George Westcott, Kellogg. 

M. A. Pierstorff, Lewiston. 

Carl Smith, Moscow. 

R. W. Truesdell, Mullan. 

W. C. French, Past Falls. 

G. L. Mathews, Pocatello. 

Charles I. Goff, Preston 

R. E. McEntire, Rexburg. 

R. J. Bates, Rigby. 

Fred L. Margetts, Rupert. 

W. G. Kuehl, Sandpoint. 

Fred Perry, Twin Falls. 

John C. Boyd, Wallace. 

M. S. Jamison, Wendell. 


MONTANA 


Henry Quane, Anaconda. 

W. O. Matthews, Bozeman. 
Fred Martin, Butte. 

R. E. Rusch, Chinook. 

O. T. Vandegrift, Dillon. 

Harry V. Ishum, Fort Peck. 
Otho Mack, Gardiner. 

F. D. Alvord, Glasgow. 

Thomas H. Gordon, Great Falls. 


Harry A. Hogan, Ex-Chief, Great Falls. 


J. E. Uehlinger, Kalispell. 
Art J. Baker, Lewistown. 
George Aitchison, Miles. 
James T. Cranney, Missoula. 


NEVADA 


R. E. Hewes, Boulder City. 
F. A. Frisbie. Carson City. 
C. A. Stephenson, Elko. 

H. Bellinger, Fallon. 

Harold Case, Las Vegas. 
Karl Olfers, Lovelock. 
George M. Twaddle, Reno. 
W. R. Shaber, Sparks. 

F. C. Krenkel, Winnemucca. 
Fred W. Stallard, Yerington. 


OREGON 


Oliver Butts, Albany. 

C. E. Foster, Astoria. 

Thomas W. Carlon, Bend. 

P. L. Tallman, Corvallis. 

W. E. Nusbaum, Eugene. 
Parley Hutchison, La Grande. 
M. J. Gilson, Lebanon. 

Ivan L. Pearson, McMinnville. 
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Roy Elliott, Medford. 

Edward Grenfell, Portland. 

Paul Jarrett, Chief, Parkrose F. D., Portland. 
Fred W. Roberts, Fire Marshal, Portland. 
Harry Hutton, Salem. 

L. L. Mohr, The Dalles. 

Thos. Coates, Ex-Chief, Tillamook. 


UTAH 

Irving L. Pratt, American Fork 

Art J. Sorenson, Chief, No. 2 F. D., Bingham 
Canyon. 

L. S. Tatton, Chief, No. 1 F. D., Bingham 
Canyon. 

Edward Fox, Ex-Chief, Eureka. 

C. W. Rapp, Logan. 

L. C. Canning, Midvale. 

John W. Clay, Chief, Salt Lake Co. F. D., 
Murray. 

W. Ernest Smith, Murray. 

Owen A. Owens, Odgen. 

Clyde Scott, Provo. 

Jack Coombs, Ex-Ind. ay mg Lake City. 

W. S. Knight, Salt Lake Cit 

Thomas H. Poole, Ind. Chief. “Salt Lake City. 

Gilbert Dedrickson, Spanish Fork. 

A. D. Earl, Tremonton. 


WASHINGTON 
Hugh M. Leslie, Ex-Chief, Auburn. 
B. D. Pinkerton, Bellingham. 
Alex Watt, Ex-Chief, Bremerton. 
Ernest Yett, Bremerton. 
O. M. Huycke, Camas. 
E. C. Kuehner, Chehalis. 
L. C. Mullenix, Cheney. 
L. L. Burgunder, Colfax. 
Frank E. Laughton, Davenport. 
G. R. Hurd, East Stanwood. 
M. A. Engels, Edmonds. 
Leon Kirk, Ellensburg. 
Ole Johnson, Enumclaw. 
Charles E. Swanson, Everett. 
J. E. Murray, Malden. 
M. L. Wheeler, Mason City. 
R. E. Holcomb, Olympia. 
J. L. Lafferty, Port Townsend. 
A. E. Melander, Pullman. 
A. J. McCarthy, Puyallup. 
E. J. Treese, Raymond. 
Claude W. Corning. Seattle. 
W. E. Ropes, Sedro Woalley. 
William G. Brooks, Ex-Chief, Spokane. 
W. P. Payne, Spokane. 
William Sanborn, Sprague. 
John T. Carroll, Ind. Chief, Tacoma. 
E. N. Whitaker, Tacoma. 
P. E. DuPaul, Vancouver. 
H. W. Bryson, Wenatchee. 
E. W. Harkins, Winlock. 
Ray H. Hare, Yakima. 


ALASKA 
T. S. Bevers, Anchorage. 
V. W. Mulvihill, Juneau. 
S. W. Adams, Ketchikan. 
W. W. Laws, Nome. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA 
P. Adams, Cranbrook. 
A. M. McDonald, Trail. 
A. McDiarmid, Vancouver. 
A. Munroe, Victoria. 


MANITOBA 
D. A. Boulden, Winnipeg. 
; 


Ex-Chief Ahern Dead 


David A. Ahern, seventy-eight years 
old, who retired as Chief of Dubuque, 
Ia., on November 1, 1920, died at a 
local hospital. He is survived bv two 
daughters and two sons. 





Burlington County Unit, N. J. 
Chiefs, Elects 


At the annual meeting of the Burling- 
ton County unit of the New Jersey State 
Fire Chiefs’ Association, the following 
officers were elected for the ensuing 
year: President, Charles Y. Kniss, Bor- 
dentown; Vice-President, David Brother- 
ton, Burlington; Secretary Maurice S. 
Abdill, Burlington; Treasurer, Theodore 
Pennock, Mt. Holly; Trustees, Grover 
Van Sciver, Burlington Township, Wil- 
liam G. Smith, Bridgeboro, and William 
Shull, Sr., Burlington Township. 

The meeting was held at the Union 
Fire House, Medford, N. J., on Decem- 
ber 14 
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Tue following list includes fires of 
$50,000 loss and over in the United 
States and Canada, for the month of 
December, 1938. These figures, com- 
piled from the telegraphic reports, are 
based on estimates made at the time, 
and are subject to later investigations 
and consequent revision. Taken as a 
whole, however, they are an approxi- 
mately correct view of the losses in- 
curred. The figures represent loss in 
thousands of dollars. 
Month Ending December 31 t 
Loss in 


Thousands 
of Dollars 





Brookville, N. Y¥.—Dwelling occupied by 
Earl Potter, Locust Valley Rd.......... 80 
Portland, Ore.—Pattern house of Western 
Foundry Co., destroyed............+++: 50 
Peabody, Mass.—Main Street business and 
lodging house property.........+++.+++ 80 
Waxahachie, Tex.—Ritz Theatre and Penn _ 
Building damaged ............eeeee08. 50 
Des Moines, Iowa—Property of Alexander 
Transfer Co., adj. whse............s06:. 50 
New Orleans, La.—Plant of Crescent City 
Ramee Ce, TiBiccarcccceccgeesvcesces 65 
Weston, Mass.—Main bldg. of Weston Golf 
Club, Meadowbrook dens sed neadae « : 65 
Binghamton, N. Y.—Flour mill and whse. of t 
Se, ee, ee Ge Gig 4 oc ce nccnswsspanees 125 
Boston, Mass. — Freighter ‘Southlure” 
owned by Moore & McCormack........ 
Springfield, Mass.—First Baptist Church 
damaged ........ Anes és 1b tekatanas 70 
Seneca, Mo.—Main plant of Barnsdall 
Tripoli Co., destroyed..........+.++- eee 665 
Passaic, N. Business property, Lexing- 
ton Ave. & Madison St..............+0. 110 
Providence, R. I.—Conrad Building dam- 
GE on ccaeecde cid vevinesrsiceosenecess 80 
Oak Bluffs, Mass.—Boston House and adj. 
hotel and business property............ 70 
Gallipolis, Ohio—Murphy business block 
GREEN x cccedcccsccsccccecccoeceeces 75 
Angels Camp, Cal.—Calaveras Hotel and é 
BEF. DOGRETY nn cc cccccccccsccccccesccs 125 
Chicago, I1l—Colman Elementary School a 
PD ccccounstisossceneyaedtoaeesds 65 
Huntsville, Ala.—‘‘Piedmont” home of late 
Senator W. F. Garth, 3 mi. south, de 
GED . 6.:0000enddenedsoeedeeasecdneses 80 
Bayonne, N. J.—Filter plant of Tide Water 
Kesodited Oil Co. at Constable Hook 
GRUNT nc ccccneccctcccscecceescscse 80 
Lawrence, Kan.—National Guard Armory 
err ret rT rT Cee 80 
Lancaster, Pa.—Business and apt. bldg. at 
Cems Be DHS. Bsc ccecescscsccese 80 
Trenton, Ont.—Property of Central Bridge 
& Structure Co., destroyed............ 
Houma, La.—Refining Section and four 
whse. units of Southdown plantation sugar 
GET | ons do qundeces cpconetécceggeneve 1,300 
Boston, Mass.—Whse. of Great Eastern 
Packing & Paper Stocks Corp......... 
Youngstown, Ohio—WPA whse. and adj. 
PTOPETEY on ccccscccessccsccssvesececes . 
Tamroy, W. Va.—Store of Mackell Coal Co. 50 
Clarksville, Ark.—High school bldg. de- 
PEE ctcdnnrbiaedakecbtatesaaae ened 50 
Los Angeles, Cal.—Packing plant of Cat- 
alina SS eae rT 50 


Cambridge, Mass.—Plant of Lally Column 
i. Dns 6+btehie 650 04se400s00 © 
E. Rutherford, N. J.—Factory of Columbia 
Button & Novelty Co..........0eseeeee- 80 
Charlotte, N. C.—Bldg. occupied by Cook 
Body Co., and Mack Truck Corp....... 
Kansas City, Kan.—Elevator of Marshall 
ee Se, CI, oc wo cénsaws asemwees 
Detroit, Mich.—Plant of Masco Screw Prod- 
ee Ce CD a c0dn0 rhccnd nese 165 
Blossburg, Pa.—Ward foundry damaged.... 400 
Bristol, Tenn.—State Street business prop- 


GU, Chine Khon bbddeaeN ours ehineek ceaeee 65 
Des Moines, lowa—Bldg. of Globe Dept. 
i... reer ees 120 
Louisville, Ky.—Steamboat “Transporter” 
owned by Falls City Towing Co., de- 
SE |. <toten $00 08s benteebencnibes tae - 50 
Reno, Nev.—Whse. of Consolidated Whse. 
RR ee Oe. EE ; 50 
Schroon Lake, N. Y.—Leland House, 
owned by Albert Emerson.............. 120 
Portland, Ore.—Whse. and storage towers 
of Kerr Gifford & Co................ -. 165 
Littleton, N. H.—Business and residential 
ee: GU ycauncsnscoenhnakous 
Fenton, lIowa.—Business and apartment 
CE, het bed babki cece cescenssseebs 80 


Ozark, Ala.—Grammar school bldg. de- 
DEE , abcuwaweneea sd eakunemeaereesan 80 
Bessemer, Ala.—McAdory high school de- 
RRR ES Pe errr ore 80 
Augusta, Me.—Property of Kennebec Pulp 
i eee Gaba cunniesesccusteeeneseedie 225 
Chicago, Ill—Store and apt. bldg. at 2363- 
ge eee are 65 
Binghamton, N. Y.—Property occupied by 
Mallory Engineering Co............+.. 50 
Memphis, Tenn.—Madison Hotel Apart- 
Og ee re rrr ere 50 
Hillsboro, Texas—Seed house of Hill 
County Cotton Oil Co., destroyed...... 65 


Brooklyn, N. Y.—Bldg. occupied by Rapid 
Cutting Co. and Futuristic Paper Box Co. 50 


Thornbury, Ont.—Business property de 
CE 6 nbkn'ed 4b She hee densi nkkeeoeacs 80 
Nokomis, Ill.—Southside grade school bldg. 
ESP a eee ee 65 
Oil City, Pa.—Roundhouse of Penna. R. R. 
PE «i. dtueapigehs btekbwilés ens abe 200 
Clarksdale, Miss.—Freight depot of Virden 
Lumber Co., adj. property............. 165 
New Orleans, La.—Property of Todd John- 
- * gf. eee 200 
Shreveport, La.—-The Gold Department 
I 6 ots i edna hn antee teens 50 
International Falls, Minn.—Hotel property 
EE x duitnddingas winnie nted eons 50 
South Omaha, Neb.—Philip’s Dept. store 
EEE i doa mde d le wind 40d meri wed teats 65 
Port Arthur, Tex.—Property of Atlantic 
Petroleum Co. refinery..............00: 80 
Valparaiso, Ind.—Central Junior High and 
Grade school destroyed................ 80 
Natalbany, La.—Sawmill plant of Natalbany 
J Be SERS a erry aaa 65 
Louisville, Miss.—Roundhouse of Gulf Mo- 
££. 8 } ere 80 
Buffalo, N. Y.—Bkig. of Buffalo Mill 
Supply Co., destroyed............. a. ae 
Cumberland, R. I.—Lippitt Estates Country 
My WSN gineh hate ode 04.6808 00d hen aenme 50 
Huntington, W. Va.—Standard Ultramarine 
Oe lM, ree 50 
Fargo, N. Dak.—Business property owned 
fj; = RR eae 50 
Niles, Ohio—Plant of the National Gypsum 
ay GEE CN b.6 a4 e0-c wiecane ees buds 60 


Volunteer Force for State 


A bill making provision for a North 
Carolina State Volunteer Fire Depart- 
ment to provide protection for prop- 
erty outside of the boundaries of munici- 
palities and to render assistance any- 
where in the state in emergencies re- 
sulting from fires, tornadoes, floods, etc., 
has been framed and will be introduced 
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for passage in the General Assembly of 
North Carolina. 

The personnel of the organization 
would consist of all active members of 
the organized fire departments of the 
State Firemen’s Association. 

Chief Hendrix Palmer, Charlotte, 
President of the North Carolina Fire 
Chiefs’ Association, said that the text 
of the bill was approved at a meeting 
recently in Raleigh, N. C., of committees 
from the North Carolina Fire Chiefs’ 
Association and from the North Caro- 
lina State Firemen’s Association. 

The act provides that firemen respond- 
ing to fires outside their tax supporting 
districts shall be deemed to be in per- 
formance of a governmental function 
and therefore protected as now provided 
by existing laws. 

Any municipality having an organized 
Fire Department and desiring to partici- 
pate in the establishment of the volun- 
teer department may do so by a resolu- 
tion of the governing body accepting and 
indorsing the provisions of the proposed 
act. 

Municipalities indorsing the act will 
retain complete control and authority in 
sending, or permitting firemen and ap- 
paratus to go beyond the limits of the 
municipality. The governing bodies of 
such municipalities shall designate a 
person and at least two alternates, who 
shall have authority to grant or deny 
permission to firemen and apparatus to 
leave the municipality. 

The State Volunteer Fire Department 
will not have authority to render as- 
sistance in any emergency within a 
county which has not accepted the terms 
of the act. 

The State Fire Marshal shall be Chief 
of the State Volunteer Fire Depart- 
ment; municipal Fire Chiefs will be 
Assistant Chiefs; Assistant Chiefs shall 
be Deputy Chiefs; Battalion Chiefs, 
Captains; Lieutenants and Privates 
shall hold the same positions they hold 
in their municipal companies. 

D. G. SPENCER. 








Fire Which Destroyed a Large Furniture Store at San Bernardino, Cal., with a Loss of $100,000 
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Chief Kellogg Retires 


Chief Charles Kellogg, head of the 
Fire Department at Long Hill, Conn., 
for the past twenty years and one of the 
best known fire officials in Connecticut, 
retired on December 6, at the annual 
meeting of the department. The Long 
Hill Fire Company voted him the title of 
Honorary Chief and made him a life 
member with all dues fully paid. 

Chief Kellogg was succeeded by Ray 
S. Lucas, who served as Assistant Chief 
during the past year. 

Tuomas F. MAGNER, 


Rhode Island Chiefs Meet 

A meeting of the Fire Chiefs’ Club of 
Rhode Island was held at Providence 
on December 8, with Frank Charles- 
worth, State Fire Marshal, presiding. 

Percy Bugbee, Assistant Managing 
Director, National Fire Protection As- 
sociation, spoke on state firemen’s train- 
ing and he urged the club to sponsor a 
school in Rhode Island, one of the six 
states that at present does not have a 
school. 

The annual meeting will be held in the 
quarters of Greenwood Volunteer Fire 
Company No. 1, Warwick. 





Chief Wiltse, Owego, Hurt 


Chief Roy Wiltse, Owego, N. Y., was 
badly hurt when the rural truck, on 
which he was responding to a fire at 
Warren Center, collided with another 
car. 

The force of the impact overturned 
the apparatus, throwing two men to the 
pavement. Chief Wiltse was removed to 
a hospital at Waverly, suffering from a 
skull fracture, and severe shock. 

In addition to the Owego unit, ap- 
paratus from Rome and Towanda were 
damaged going to the fire. 





Chief Hudson, Chelsea, Dead 


Chief David M. Hudson, Chelsea, 
Mass., Fire Department, died in his 
sleep in his quarters at the Chelsea Cen- 
tral Fire Station on January 2. He had 
been ill for two days and in poor 
health for several months. He was 79 
years of age and had been Chief of the 





Chelsea Fire Department for the past 26 
years. 

Born in Somerville, Mass., he came to 
Chelsea in 1872, joining the Fire De- 
partment in 1884. He resigned in 1894, 
at which time he held the rank of Cap- 
tain. From 1899 to 1908 he served as 
Chief of the Chelsea Police Department. 

He was appointed Chief of the Fire 
Department in 1912, succeeding Chief 
Henry A. Spencer. He served con- 
tinuously from that time until his death, 
making his last response to an alarm 
of fire on December 28. He was a mem- 
ber of the Fire Chiefs’ Club of Massa- 
chusetts and of the New England and 
International Associations of Fire 
Chiefs. He also belonged to the Ma- 
sons, Elks, and Odd Fellows. 

Harry BeELKNap. 


Ex-Chief MacMillan Dead 


Hubert R. MacMillan, Chief of the 
Jacksonville, Fla., Fire Department for 
seven years, died at a local hospital at 
the age of 67. 

His service began in 1894 and upon 
the retirement of Chief T. W. Haney, in 
1926, he was named Chief. MacMillan 
retired in 1933 and was succeeded by 
Chief W. Q. Dowling, the present head. 

Chief MacMillan was born on Febru- 
ary 22, 1871, and he started his fire serv- 
ice career as a substitute fireman. 

He was member of the Red Men, 
Masons, Shrine, and Woodmen of the 
World. Surviving are his widow, a 
daughter and a son. 


Firemen Must Take Risk 


An interesting hit of law was pro- 
nounced in a decision by Judge Wilfred 
H. Jayne, in Circuit Court, Atlantic 
City, N. J., in deciding action brought 
by Capt. A. J. Villano to recover dam- 
ages for injuries suffered in line of duty. 
The decision affects a number of other 
suits. 

At a fire in the Pure Oil Company 
about two hundred persons, including 
about seventy firemen, were injured. A 
fireman brought suit contending that the 
plant was not provided with reasonable 
protective devices. 

The Judge, in his decision, said: 

“If the owner of property that catches 





Chiefs Inspect New Model of Quad Apparatus at Maxim Open House 





Two hundred Chiefs attended the open house held by the Maxim Motor Company, Middleboro, Mass., 

to inspect a new model of quadruple apparatus. The unit was delivered to Manchester, N. H. The 

apparatus has a 150 h.p. cylinder engine, 500-gallon centrifugal pump, 100- gallon booster tank and has 

a divided hose body to carry 1,200 feet of 2%4-inch hose. The hose is delivered from each side at the 
rear instead of at the middle. It carries 260 feet of ladders, the longest being 50 feet. 
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fire is to be held responsible for all in- 
juries sustained by the firemen, it might 
often be prudent for the owners to re- 
frain from calling the Fire Department 
and let the building burn. The fact is 
the owner seldom has any choice. The 
public welfare is involved and a fireman 
may lawfully enter the premises to ex- 
tinguish the fire without the owner's 
consent, 

“Indeed, upon reflection, we have 
reason to surmise that most fires do, in 
fact, originate from some form of care- 
lessness or negligence. The only duty 
owed by the owner of a burning build- 
ing to the rescuing firemen is to refrain 
from the commission of acts wilfully or 
wantonly injurious to them. This has 
been quite universally assumed. 

“The plaintiff assumed the very risk 
which caused him injury. The apparent 
condition and, in his situation, the risk 
and danger became and were incidental 
to his chosen occupation.” 

Summarizing the law on the subject, 
Judge Jayne said that some courts had 
allowed firemen damages in cases where 
“there was obscure and exceptional 
danger resulting from the owner’s neg- 
ligence.” In Villano’s case, he held, no 
such “obscure” danger existed, because 
oil tanks already had exploded when 
Villano, off duty when the fire began, 
answered the third alarm. 


Williams of Lynn, Retires 


District Chief Ernest W. Williams, 
Lynn, Mass., Fire Department, retired 
on December 1. 





C. F. Coolidge, Weymouth, 
Retires 
Charles Francis Coolidge, Superin- 
tendent of Fire Alarms, Weymouth, 
Mass., who retired recently at the age 
of 65 years, after 32 years service, was 
presented with an arm chair by his 
friends as a token of appreciation. 
Harry BELKNAP. 





Arson Stories Related 


Interesting stories of arson investiga- 
tion work were related by A. Bruce Bie- 
laski, Assistant Manager of the National 
Board of Fire Underwriters, who was 
the principal speaker at the meeting of 
the Box 52 Association, Inc., of Boston, 
held on the evening of November 16, 
in the Boston Chamber of Commerce 
building. 

President P. Hildreth Parker ap- 
pointed Chief Selden R. Allen, Brook- 
line, Chairman and presiding officer for 
the evening. Fire Commissioner Wil- 
liam Arthur Reilly and Chief Samuel J. 
Pope, Boston, spoke and motion pic- 
tures of the Boston Fire Department 
were shown by Captain William B. 
Coughlin. Copies of the hurricane issue 
of “Telephone Topics” were distributed, 
and Secretary C. Elmer Gane issued the 
first of the new official Boston fire line 
cards to members in good standing. 
These cards, issued jointly by the Sec- 
retaries of the Box 52 Association and 
Boston Sparks Association, are en- 
dorsed with the signature of Fire Com- 
missioner Reilly and replace the former 
metal badges. 

Harry BELKNAP. 
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By William Paul Babcock 
“Auld Lang Syne |" 


(From the Journal-News, Nyack, N. Y., 
December 17, 1938) 





| News Notes of the Past 


From Evening Journal Files 














15 YEARS AGO: Dec. 10-17, 1923 


Mine Host Rustyak, proprietor of Hotel 
Bona Vista, put up a dinner in a style 
suitable for kings last evening when the 
Nyack Fire Patrol held their first annual 
banquet under the “Count’s” direction 
and in his dining room. It was one of 
the brilliant affairs held here this year 
and surely surpassed the average fire- 
manic layout, not only in the quality of 
the “‘eats’’ but particularly in the style 
with which it was executed. Dear to 
the heart of every Nyack Patrolman is 
Capt. “Sid” Johnson, veteran of the New 
York Fire Patrol and godfather of the 
Nyack Fire Patrol, who came with a 
large delegation from the city patrol. 


That clipping does not tell half the 
story. But it helps to keep fresh our 
memory of the “Good Old Days” and 
luckily we have a photo to help. In this, 
many faces are seen of those who are no 
longer with us, and it is well that the 
Editor of the Rockland County Journal- 
News considered this little item of news 
value, for it keeps alive in the minds of 
our Nyack buddies the great debt of 
gratitude we owe to the New York Fire 
Patrol officers and men who have always 
been such pals and helped in so many 
ways. Long after the last of them shall 
have left us, we shall cherish their 
memories by aid of the picture of this 
event and, we hope, frequent reference 
to them and their work in the public 
press of our home town. “So Mote It 
Be!” 


Well, who says nice people don’t read 
this kolyum? Not the least of those who 
admit such guilt is Deputy Chief Ed. 
Sillers of Yonkers, one of those true 
missionaries who goes out teaching vol- 
unteer firemen for the love of it. Thanks 
for the card, Eddie! Then there’s Brother 
Arthur Myers, he of “Gilson” fame here 
in the East. But one of the biggest kicks 
I ever got was when I received a nice. 
complimentary letter from Chief Daniel 
H. Shire, Mason City, Iowa. Here’s a 
man after my own heart; calls himself 
“The Iowa Salvage Dan” and not a bit 
ashamed of it either. And another thing 
I like about him is that on his official 
stationery he carried the legend “PRE- 
VENT FIRES—it is better to be Safe 
than Sorry!” And yet you still hear some 
firemen say that fire prevention is some- 
thing for the insurance interests to pro- 
mote. It is sure good to know that there 
are a few Chiefs who have the courage 


to come right out and preach the gospel 
of prevention. 

But the thing about Brother Dan that 
I can’t figure out, is, “Where you been 
all my life?” For has he been doing 
salvage work, or has he? Why he has 
even edited a book on the darned topic, 
with the aid of the Professor in charge 
of his State A. & M. College. And here 
I’ve been getting a couple of my buddies 
out of bed early mornings and keeping 
them up late o’ nites drawing these 
blanket folds, when, lo and _ behold! 
Brother Shire has ’em all done up nice 
and brown in photygrafts, with real live 
firemen throwing them. And the worst 
part of it is that this 
manual of salvage 
suggestions was 
published ‘way 
back in °32. Talk 
about a guy hiding 
his light under a 
bushel—. Why, 
boys, here is just 
what we’ve all been 
waiting for—some- 
thing which should 
be in the hands of 
every fire officer 
and every man of 
the line who aspires 
to be an officer, be 
he paid or volun- 
teer. I hope you 
exhaust the supply 5 5 
on hand and that 
lowa State College 
of Agriculture and 
Mechanical Arts 
has to hop to it 
and print an extra 
edition of Vol. 
AAAI, No. 6, 
official publication. 

Gosh! I got so ~ 
enthusiastic I al- 
most forgot about 
our own diagrams. 
(We have, unfor- 
tunately, not the 
backing to provide 
photographs.) Just 
in case you all don’t 
get to read Dan’s 6 6 
booklets, I think I 


! 
' 
' 
‘ 
' 
' 
: 
=| 


| 














better continue with 
the sketches, else 
my buddies who 
made them will be 
plenty sore. So here 


Fig. 4 
NOTE: Dotted lines 


show position of cov- 
er after last evolu- 
tion. Solid lines show 
completion of the pres- 


ent evolution. 
we go on the last 


iap of folding as practiced by the New 
York Fire Patrol. 

In the last issue you will have noticed 
a dotted line drawn across the center of 
the length of the cover, as shown in the 
diagram of the completed fold and 
marked “B.” Now one of the men 
grasps the cover at the corner marked 
“4” and the other man goes to the far 
end. The first man takes his end down 
to the other end and releases it to fall 
before the second man who straightens 
it. Now here is an important feature 
to note: The man who picks up the 
cover does so at the folded corner, and 
must be careful to put his toe in at the 
point shown by said dotted “B” line, so 
the throw does not go over the mark, 
and the fold will be neat. And, the man 
on the receiving end has the selvedge 
resting on his insteps, and instead of 
bringing the top flap up flush with the 
under end, he brings it just behind the 
selvedge, thus leaving the latter in the 
clear upon completion of folding the 
cover. 
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Oh, by the way, somebody says I am 
prolonging the agony too much, that I 
should have had all this in one or two 
issues, etc. 

In attention to these criticisms, I re- 
spectfuly submit that I have just a little 
regard for the rights and privileges of 
other contributors and the Editorial Staff 
and as this material is not paid for nor 
in any way sponsored by any commercial 
outfit, it seems to me better to take it 
easy and maybe I’ll last longer. 

Also, if the critics would dig me up 
some nice, fresh material for this de- 
partment, I wouldn’t have to stall so 
much. 

Seein’ as how it took Dan Shire six 
years to get around to it, I don’t get 
discouraged and go on hoping that some 
day I may even get a story out of 


ree? 





New Hampshire Chiefs Meet 

Chief Edgar H. Wheeler, Franklin, 
N. H., presided at the meeting of the 
New Hampshire Fire Chiefs’ Club, 
which was held in the Eagle Hotel, in 
Concord, on December 14. The speakers 
were A. B. White, Keene, former Chair- 
man of the Fire Prevention Committee 
of the National Association of Insurance 
Agents; and Arthur J. Brouillard, State 
Insurance Commissioner, Concord. 
Others who spoke briefly were Frank 
Tiffany, who expressed his appreciation 
of his recent election as an honorary 
member of the club; Ex-Chief Charles 
L. McCarthy, Worcester, Mass., who 
told of the New Orleans Convention of 
the International Chiefs’ Association 
which he attended; and James McCus- 
ker, Claremont, President of the New 
Hampshire Permanent Firemen’s Asso- 
ciation, who asked support for a pro- 
posed retirement bill for New Hamp- 


shire firemen, which has been intro- 
duced in the legislature. 
Insurance Commissioner Brouillard 


said that there had been 30 convictions 
for arson in New Hampshire last year. 
In response to his suggestion that a 
committee be appointed to assist in 
drawing up new fire prevention rules 
and regulations, President Wheeler ap- 
pointed Chief William T. Happny, Con- 
cord; Chief Charles H. French, Man- 
chester; and A. C. Hudson, Secre- 
tary of the New Hampshire Board of 
Fire Underwriters. Chief Albert C. 
Melendy, Nashua, Secretary of the club, 
was welcomed back after his long term 
in the hospital. 
Harry BELKNAP. 





Fire Fighting Method 


Chief J. McAllister, McKeesport, Pa., 
is enthusiastic about a little device that 
he has added to the equipment that is 
termed the “Jiffy Fire Fighter.” It 
consists of a length of %-inch garden 
hose, with a connection that will fit on 
any size of kitchen or bathroom connec- 
tion, and a shut off nozzle that can he 
worked by thumb pressure. 

In going to a second or third-story 
fire, a man takes this device which 
weighs about twelve pounds. It can be 
connected to any kind of spigot and can 
easily be used from a ladder. As noth- 
ing but water is used, there is less dam- 
age and there is no charge for chemicals. 

Chief McAllister intends to supply 
the entire department with this device. 
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| Manufacturers’ Announcements 











45 Years of Progress 


The forty-fifth anniversary of the 
founding and incorporation of the Man- 
hattan Rubber Manufacturing Company, 
now the Manhattan Rubber Manufactur- 
ing Division of Raybestos-Manhattan, 
Inc., Passaic, N. J., was recently ob- 
served. Two months after the company 
was formed in January 1, 1894, work 





Col. A. F. Townsend 


was started in a small building 50 by 150 
feet, with a staff of forty men. 

Col. Arthur F. Townsend served as 
President for twenty-six years, up to 
the merger in 1929. Since then he has 
been Chairman of the Board of Ray- 
bestos-Manhattan, Inc., and General 
Manager of the Manhattan Division. 

The company which started with a 
staff of forty now employs 3,000 per- 
sons in a plant that has 800,000 square 
feet of floor space. Auxiliary plants 
have been established at Whippany, 
N. J., Neenah, Wis., and North Charles- 
ton, S. C. Many of the employees have 
grown up with the company. 


Preventing Frozen Sprinklers 


The Rockwood Sprinkler Company, 38 
Harlow Street, Worcester, Mass., has is- 
sued a new circular, “4 Ways to Prevent 
Freeze-Ups in Sprinkler and Standpipe 
Systems.” The theme of the folder is 
that it is cheaper to prevent freeze-ups 
than to repair them. 


Penetrating Nozzle 


An illustrated folder has been issued 
by the Elkhart Brass Manufacturing 
Company, Elkhart, Ind., to describe the 
Spearhead nozzle, which is designed to 
penetrate walls and serve as a partition 
pipe. The nozzle has an overall length 
of five feet and weighs eighteen pounds 


Spray Nozzle 


An improvement has been made in the 
design of the Akro-Misi nozzle, manu- 
factured by the Akron Brass Manu- 
facturing Company, Wooster, Ohio. 

With the changes in design it is im- 
possible for fine particles of sand, which 
may be present in the main, to clog the 
tiny ports in the nozzle ring. Should 
foreign matter enter the nozzle, it is 
only necessary to push down on the 


inner mist plunger which makes a large 
opening for the water to flow through 
and flush out the obstructions. The 
plunger reseats itself. 

With this nozzle, it is possible to 
obtain a regular stream, or large or 
small amounts of mist. 


Gas Testers 


Separate sheets have been issued by 
the Mine Safety Appliances Company, 
Braddock, Thomas and Meade Streets, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., for describing their 
methane tester, benzol indicator, and hy- 
drocyanic acid gas detector. Any or all 
of these bulletins may be obtained free. 


Salvage Cover 


A waterproof and mildew proof sal- 
vage cover, said to be fifty per cent 
lighter than covers on the market, is 
being manufactured by the Diamond 
Brand Canvas Products Company, 
Bridgeport, Conn. The 12x18 size 
weighs 25 pounds. All seams are double 
cemented, once before and once after 
stitching. Double brass spur grommets 
are in each corner and at four distances 
on all four sides. 


"Poweron" Nozzle 


A new type nozzle, termed the “Pow- 
eron,” has been anounced by the Ameri- 





“Poweron” Nozzle 


can-LaFrance-Foamite Corporation, El- 
mira, N. Y., for fighting all classes of 
fires, including oil fires and where there 
is live high-voltage electrical equip- 
ment. 

After tests, it was approved by the 
Underwriters’ Laboratories for fires in 
ordinary combustible materials, flamma- 
ble liquids, and electrical apparatus. 

While similar in size and appearance 
to the ordinary fire nozzle, it produces 
a finely divided spray. 


Fire Alarm System 


“The Three-Fold Fire Alarm System,” 
of the Gamewell Company, Newton Up- 
per Falls, Mass., is described in an illus- 
trated catalogue by the same name. It 
illustrates a number of panels or boards 
and fire alarm central stations. In addi- 
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tion, there are reproductions of news- 
paper and magazine accounts to show 
that fire alarm boxes and fire alarm cir- 
cuits are often subject to injury from 
outside sources. 





Chief Atkins, Marblehead, Dead 


Chief William H. H. Atkins, Marble- 
head, Mass., Fire Department, died on 
December 20 in the Salem Hospital after 
a brief illness. He was 64 years of age. 

He was appointed a call fireman in 
1904 and was elected to the Board of 
Fire Engineers in 1909, serving as Assist- 
ant Chief from 1909 until 1921, when he 
was elected Chief. He served as Chief 
until March, 1928. In March, 1935, he 
was again elected Chief and served as 
head of the department until the time 
of his death. 

He was a member of the Fire Chiefs’ 
Club of Massachusetts, the New Eng- 
land Association of Fire Chiefs, and the 
International Association of Fire Chiefs. 
He is survived by his wife, five sons, 
and two daughters, and nine grand- 
children. 

Harry BELKNAP. 


Mist Helps Salvage Grain 


A new use for the Mystery fog nozzle 
has been reported at Lockport, Ill. The 
500-gallon pumper of the volunteer ‘de- 
partment was called to fight a barn fire 
which had advanced to the beyond-sav- 
ing stage. The fog nozzle was used to 
extinguish a fire in a straw stack and 
to put out fire in the grain bins. The 
fog extinguished the fire, but there was 
no excess moisture to penetrate the piles. 
The grain below the fire level was 
saved, and salvaged. 





V. C. Stanley Reappointed 


Governor Hurley of Massachusetts has 
announced the re-appointment of V. C. 
Stanley, President of The Gamewell 





V. C. Stanley 


Company, as State Commissioner of 
Firemen’s Relief for a period of two 
years. 





Central Station for Providence 


A new central police and_fire head- 
quarters is to be erected at Providence, 
R. L., at a cost of $1,500,000. 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Bids Wanted, For Sale and Help Wanted, $5 
per inch. Position Wanted, $2.50 per inch. 
| 














Pumper 


For Sale 


One American-LaFrance 350 Gal. Pumper with 
chemical. Apply: Liberty Fire Company, Spring 
City, Pa. 





Position Wanted 


Experienced Fire Equipment salesman wants posi- 
tion with some large manufacturer, on salary and 
expense basis, or commission, with bonus and 
drawing account. Have over 12 years of following 
with Industrial plants, School Boards and number 
of other plants in Southwestern Virginia for over 
12 years. Address: Box No. 5, c/o FIRE ENGI- 

NEERING, 24 W. 40th St., New York, N. Y. 








Convention Dates 











Jan. 12—FIRE CHIEFS’ CLUB OF RHODE 
ISLAND. Annual Meeting, Providence, R. I. 
Secretary, A. Robert Black, 71 Wellesley Ave., 
North Providence, R. I 

*Jan. 14—-SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA FIRE 
CHIEFS’ CLUB. Semi-Annual Meeting, Red- 
lands, Cal. Secretary-Treasurer, Chief A. H. 
Landford, 210 S. Orange St., Glendale, Cal. 

*Jan. 17—-NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE PERMA- 
NENT FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION. Next 
Meeting, Concord, N. H. Secretary-Treasurer, 
Tom L. Kellogg, Box 714, Manchester, N. H. 

*Jan. 18S—FIRE CHIEFS’ EMERGENCY PLAN 
OF WESTCHESTER COUNTY, N. Y.—Next 
Meeting, Fairview, N Y. (near White Plains). 
Secretary, Captain Howard Gear, Fire Head- 
quarters, Rye, N. Y 
*Jan. 1*-CONNECTICUT MUNICIPAL SIG- 
NAL ASSOCIATION. Annual Meeting, Fire 
Alarm Headquarters, New Britain, Conn. Secre- 
tary-Treasurer, Superintendent Leon Toczko, 42 
Elm St., New Britain, Conn. 

*Jan. 22—NORTHERN CALIFORNIA FIRE- 
MEN’S ASSOCIATION. Semi-yearly Meeting, 
Davis, Cal. Secretary-Treasurer, Bart W. 
Arundel, Cedar Ravine, Placerville, Cal. 

*Jan. 25—FAIRFIELD COUNTY FIRE CHIEFS’ 
EMERGENCY PLAN. Next Meeting, South- 
port, Conn., Fire Station. Secretary, Captain 
John Moehring, Toms Road, Stamford, Conn. 

*Feb. 22—FAIRFIELD COUNTY FIRE CHIEFS’ 
EMERGENCY PLAN. Regular Meeting, West- 
port, Conn. Secretary, Captain John Moehring, 
Toms Road, Stamford, Conn. 

*March 4--FAIRFIELD COUNTY FIRE 
CHIEFS’ EMERGENCY PLAN. Regular Meet- 
ing, Wilton, Conn. Secretary, Captain John 
Moehring, Toms Road, Stamford, Conn. 

*May 3-5—GEORGIA STATE FIRE COLLEGE. 
Sth Annual Fire College, Atlanta, Ga. Director 
of College, Harry Phillips, 166 Alabama St., 
S. W., Atlanta, Ga. Also four zone schools, 
Athens, Rome, Macon and Albany, Ga. 

*May 16—-NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE PERMA- 
NENT FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION, 2nd An- 
nual Meeting, location to be specified by Presi- 
dent. Secretary-Treasurer, Tom L. Kellogg, 
Box 714, Manchester, N. H. 

May 23-26-IOWA FIRE SCHOOL, 15th Annual 
School, Iowa State College, Ames. Director, 
Prof. Lindon J. Murphy, Engineernig Extension 
Service, Iowa State College, Ames. 
*June—IOWA ASSOCIATION OF FIRE FIGHT- 
ERS. 17th Annual Meeting, Hotel Chieftain, 
Council Bluffs, Ia. Secretary-Treasurer, Ray 
Squier, 1601 W. 7th St., Des Moines, Ia. 

*June 13-16, 1939—-ILLINOIS FIRE COLLEGE. 
15th Annual Fire College, University of Illinois, 
Champaign-Urbana, II!. Director, L. H. Provine, 
at the University, or Secretary, Illinois Fire- 
men’s Association, Ast. Chief R. W. Alsip, 
Champaign, III. 

*June 15-17—ARIZONA STATE FIREMEN’S 
ASSOCIATION. 16th Annual Convention, Wins- 
low, Ariz. Secretary-Treasurer, H. W. Reg- 
gin, Box 813, Prescott, Ariz. 

June 4-22—NEW ENGLAND ASSOCIATION 
OF FIRE CHIEFS. 17th Annual Convention, 


Providence, R. I. Secretary, Chief John W. 
O’Hearn, Watertown, Mass. 

July 11-12—-MARITIME FIRE CHIEFS’ ASSO- 
CIATION. 25th Annual Convention, Liverpool, 
N. S. Secretary-Treasurer, Charles A. Cun- 
ningham, Saint John, B. 

*Aug. 15-18—-FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION OF 
THE STATE OF NEW YORK. 67th Annual 
Convention, Tournament and Parade, at New 
York World’s Fair, New York City. Secretary, 
Fred A. Davis, Fort Edward, N. Y. 

*Aug. 18-19-CONNECTICUT STATE FIRE 
MEN’S ASSOCIATION. 56th Annual Conven- 
tion, Pleasure Beach, Bridgeport, Conn. Secre- 
tary, D. W. Harford, 10 Chestnut St., South 
Norwalk, Conn. 

*Sept. 1I5—IDAHO STATE FIREMEN’S ASSO- 
CIATION. 25th Annual Convention, Moscow, 
Ida. (Exact date to be decided later). Secretary- 
Treasurer, George Westcott, Kellogg, Ida. 
Sept. 19-NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE PER- 
MANENT FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION. Regu- 
lar Meeting, location to be specified by Presi- 
dent. Secretary-Treasurer, Tom L. Kelogg, Box 
ann Manchester, N. H 

pt. 25-23—CALIFORNIA STATE FIREMEN’S 
ASSOCIATION. 17th Annual Convention, Mont- 
erey, Cal. Secretary-Treasurer, Harry E. Stras- 
ser, P. O. Box 513, Beaumont, Cal. 

October; 1939—ARKANSAS STATE FIRE 
MEN’S ASSOCIATION, 18th Annual Conven- 
tion, Eureka Springs, Ark. (Exact date to be 
announced later.} Secretary-Treasurer, H. D. 
Compton, Little Rock, Ark. 

*Oct. 2-5—FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION OF THE 
STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA. th Annual 
Convention, Erie, Pa. Secretary, Chief Charles 
E. Clark, Box 217, Wayne, Pa. 

Oct. 17-19-ILLINOIS FIREMEN’S ASSOCIA- 
TION. 52nd Annual Convention, Kankakee, III. 
Secretary, Asst. Chief Roy W. Alsip, Cham- 
paign, Ill. 

*The notices marked with an asterisk are either 

appearing for the first time or have been changed 

since the preceding issue. 





New Fire House Dedicated 


Erected at a cost of $45,000, the new 
modern equipped Fire Headquarters at 
New Canaan, Conn., was opened with 
appropriate ceremonies. The building is 
two stories high and constructed of 
brick, backed with tile, and trim of 
cast stone. The apparatus floor houses 
the company’s two pumpers, one 750- 
gallon Seagrave, one 350-gallon Sea- 
grave, and an International 50-foot 
service truck. Also on this floor is a 
reclining hose drying rack 50 feet long 
to hold 1,000 feet of 2%4-inch hose. At 
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the rear of the apparatus floor is a 
work room and receiving room for all 
alarms over the Gamewell system. 

On the second floor is the lounge and 
reading room, meeting hall, Commis- 
sioners’ room, two sleeping rooms and 
a tile bath room. Slide poles are of 
chromium plate, instead of the old style 
of brass. 

The basement is arranged to hold 
socials and is equipped with a neatly 
fitted kitchen, storeroom, and battery 
room. The floor is of asphalt tile on 
cement. Walls of the apparatus floor 
are glazed brick wainscot. 

The New Canaan Fire Department 
consists of 150 volunteers, under com- 
mand of Chief Harry Kaiser. Two paid 
drivers on duty are Frank Lown and 
Joseph Ahearn. The new station was 
designed by the architectural firm of 
Walter Bradnee Kirby and Harry Cook 
Starr, New Canaan. 

Tuomas F. MAGNER. 





lowa Chiefs Against Merger 


At the semi-annual meeting of the 
Iowa Fire Chiefs’ Association held at 
Des Moines, the members protested a 
proposed merging of the office of State 
Fire Marshal with other departments. 

The association also favored that the 
enforcement of the fire escape law should 
be taken from the Department of Labor 
and given to the Fire Marshal. 





Deputy Commissioner a 
Magistrate 

Francis X. Giaccone, Deputy Fire 
Commissioner, New York City, has been 
appointed City Magistrate to fill the un- 
expired term of another Magistrate, who 
has been advanced to City Judge. 

Deputy Chief Elmer Mustard has 
been named Deputy Fire Commissioner, 
and Mayor LaGuardia announced that 
this is the first time that a uniformed 
member of the department has been ad- 
vanced to that post. 





New Fire House Opened at New Canaan, Conn. 





32 





NOTE—Readers are invited to send in questions, 
which will be answered in the order received. Names 
are omitted from questions unless otherwise specified 
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Selecting Layouts 
To the Editor: 


Would you be so kind as to answer 
these questions on the last Fire 
Lieutenants’ examination? There has 
been quite a discussion among my fel- 
low firemen as to how they should be 
answered, and I would like your 
opinion. 

For a fire in a group of a dozen 
one and a half story or two story 
frame buildings, a hydrant 3,000 feet 
away on a six-inch main is the only 
source of water supply. The first 
alarm response was one 1,000-gallon 
pumper, and two other engines and 
two Hook and Ladder companies. 

Stretches A, B, C, and D are made 
on the assumption that no engine can 
get nearer to the fire than the hydrant. 

Stretches 1, 2, 3, and 4 are made 
on the assumption that engines can 
be placed at points between the hy- 
drant and the fire. 

Comment carefully on each of these 
stretches, pointing out that it is faulty 
or good—in whole or in part—def- 
initely stating why. Back up your 
comment with figures if necessary. 

State what stretch (not necessarily 
one of these given) you would make 
on each of the assumptions stated. It 
is to be understood that one stretch 
only is necessary to extinguish the 
fire. 

Stretch A—3,000 feet of 2'%-inch 
hose; %4-inch nozzle; from second 
size engine. 

Stretch B—2,800 feet of three-inch 
hose; 200 feet of 2%-inch hose; 
one-inch nozzle; from 1,000-gallon 
puniper. 

Stretch C—2,800 feet of siamesed 
2'%-inch hose; 200 feet of 2™%-inch 
hose, 1%-inch nozzle; from second 
size engine. 

Stretch D—2,800 feet of three-inch 
hose; gate; two lines, each 200 feet 
of 2%-inch hose; 1%-inch nozzles; 
from 1,000-gallon pumper. 

Stretch 1—1,000-gallon pumper ; 
two parallel three-inch lines 1,200 
feet; second size engine; two sia- 
mesed 2%-inch lines 1,600 feet ; 200 
feet of 24-inch hose ; 1%4-inch nozzle. 

Stretch 2—Second size engine; 
1,500 feet of three-inch line; second 
size engine; 1,500 feet of 2'4-inch 
line ; one-inch nozzle. 


Stretch 3—1,000-gallon pumper ; 
1,600 feet of three-inch line; second 
size engine; 1,200 feet of three-inch 
line; gate two lines, each 200 feet of 
2%-inch hose; 1%-inch nozzles. 

Stretch 4—1,000-gallon pumper ; 
two lines of 24-inch hose, 1,000 feet ; 
second size engine; two lines of 2%- 
inch hose, 1,000 feet ; second size en- 
gine ; 800 feet of 3-inch line ; 200 feet 
of 2%-inch line; 1%-inch nozzle. 

Constants—.00625, .105, .167, .248, 
2.6, 3.6. F. M. E. 


Answer: Stretch A: 

3,000 feet of 2%-inch hose; ™%-inch 
nozzle, second size engine. 

Assume N. P. is 50 pounds 

>. P. = 50(1.1 + .00625 x 60) 

= 50 & 1.475 = 73.75 pounds 

(Utilizes but little of the capacity of 
engine) Stream too small for effective 
use 
Stretch B: 

2,800 feet of three-inch hose; 200 feet 
of 2'%-inch hose, one-inch nozzle, 1,000 
gallon pumper. 

2,800 feet of three-inch is equal to 

2,800 = 2.6 or 1,075 feet of 2%4-inch 

1,075 + 200 = 1,275 feet of 2%-inch 

Assume N. P. is 50 pounds 

E. P. = 50 (1.1 + .105 & 25.5) 

= 50 & 3.7775 = 188.875 

(Engine not using its full capacity. A 
better stream than “A.”) 

Stretch C: 

2,800 feet of siamesed 2%-inch hose, 
200 feet of 2%-inch hose; 1%-inch noz- 
zle; from second size engine. 

Combine parallel lines: 

2,800 ~ 3.6 = 777 feet of 2%-inch 

777 + 200 = 977 feet of 2%-inch 

Assume N. P. is 60 pounds 

2. P. = 60(1.1 + .167 « 19.54) 

= 60 « 4.46 = 267.60 pounds 
(290 g.p.m.) 

50 pounds nozzle pressure would be 
better, then E. P. would be 223 pounds. 

(This layout utilizes full capacity of 
pumper. Better than “A” or “B.”) 
Stretch D: 

2,800 feet of three-inch hose; gate; 
two lines, each 200 feet of 2\%4-inch hose; 
1%-inch nozzles; from 1,000 gallon 
pumper. 

Combine paraliel lines 

200 + 3.6 = 55.5 
Change three-inch to 24-inch. 
2,800 + 2.6 = 1,075 

55.5 + 1,075 = 1,130.5 feet of 2%4-inch 

hose 

Combine two 1%-inch nozzles into a 
single nozzle—(1%)* + (1%)? = 2.52 

2.52 = 1% 

Two 1%-inch nozzles is equal to one 
1%-inch nozzle. 

Assume N. P. is 40 pounds. 

E. P. = 40 (1.1 + .680 « 22.61) 

— 40 * 16.4748 = 658.9920 or 659 
pounds engine pressure. 

(Impossible of performance.) 


Stretch 1: 

1,000 gallon pumper; two parallel 
three-inch lines 1,200 feet; second size 
engine; two siamesed 24-inch lines 1,600 
feet; 200 feet of 2%4-inch hose; 14-inch 
nozzle. 

Change layout to a single line of 2%- 
inch hose. 

1,200 + 9.35 = 128.4 feet of 2%-inch 

single line 
1,600+3.6=455 feet of 
single line 

455 + 200 = 655 feet of 24-inch single 
line 

128.4 + 455 + 200 = 783.4 feet of 2%- 
inch single line 

Assume N. P. = 60 pounds 

Discharge = 357 gallons per minute 

Friction loss in 100 feet of 2%%4-inch 
hose carrying 357 gallons per minute is 
29.5 pounds. 

Friction loss from second size engine 
to nozzle is 6.55 « 29.5 = 193.2 pounds 

Engine pressure at second size engine 
is 193.2 + 60 = 253.2 pounds 

(Second size engine could not meet 
this performance.) 

Friction loss from first to second en- 
gine 1.284 « 29.5 = 37.9 pounds. Allow- 
ing 10 pounds entrance pressure to sec- 
ond engine, pressure at 1,000-gallon 
pumper would be 37.9+ 10, or 47.9 or 
50 pounds. 

In this layout the second pumper is 
carrying too much of the load—more 
than a second size engine could. The 
1,000 gallon pumper is far too lightly 
loaded. 

Stretch 2: 

Second size engine; 1,500 feet of three- 
inch line; second size engine; 1,500 feet 
of 2%-inch line; one inch nozzle. 

1,500 feet of 3-inch 
1,500 + 2.6 = 577 feet of 2%-inch 

Assume N. P. is 50 pounds 

Discharge is 209 g.p.m. 

Friction loss per 100 feet for a flow 
of 209 g.p.m. is 11 pounds approxi- 
mately. 

Friction loss from Engine B to nozzle 
is 15 & 11 or 165 pounds 

N. P. is 50 pounds 

E. P. is 215 pounds 

Friction loss from Engine A to En- 
gine B is 5.77 « 11 or 63.47 pounds. 

Allow 10 pounds entrance pressure to 


B. 

Then E. P. at A is 63.47 + 10, or 73.47 

pounds. 

Again the second engine (B) carries 
too much of the load. The layout is 
practical, but not as good as it should 
be. Satisfactory stream is provided. 
Stretch 3: 

1,000-gallon pumper; 1,600 feet of 
three-inch hose; second size engine; 
1,200 feet of three-inch line; gate 2 lines, 
each 200 feet of 2%4-inch hose, 1%-inch 
nozzles. 

Change to single lines of 2%-inch 

hose. 

1,600 feet of three-inch 

1,600 + 2.6 = 615 feet of 2%4-inch 

1,200 feet of three-inch 


2%-inch 
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hay “auecdtan 
ATLAS Life Belt? 


ATLAS Life Belts, for ladder men, allow freedom His safety in line 
of both hands. In rescue work provide abso- of duty 
lute safety in rope sliding. 


The hook is made of certified and tested steel 
and the belt of extra heavy webbing . . . same 
as used by Army and Navy airplane pilots . . . 
reinforced with specially tanned and treated 
leather. An ATLAS Life Belt can neither rip 
nor unravel. 


wy net be on he (—\ ATLAS FIRE EQUIPMENT CO. 
ATL AS Belte? with Also Manufacturers of Atlas Life Saving and 
’ F School Training Nets 


SIZES 
22 WARREN STREET NEW YORK, N. Y. 







is your 


responsibility. 








34 to 38” 38 to 42” 
36 to 40” 40 to 44” 








THIS OFFER 
SHOULD APPEAL 
TO EVERY FIREMAN! 


We don't believe any such 
offer was ever made before 

. an outfit that will keep 
you comfortably warm and dry 
in the most severe weather 
for only $21.45. Read the de- 
scriptions then act AT ONCE. 


MIDWESTERN 


Firemen’s Coat and 
Bunker Pants 


Combination Suit No. 101 


Ceat Ne. 331 and bunker pants Ne. 
341... any size pants, coat up te 
35-in. length . . . equipped with 
detachable wool linings and the fa- 
mous Midwestern safety snaps that 
cannot possibly catch on anything. 
Material in linings, 86 per cont pure 
wool; linings edged with reinforced 





SALVAGE COVERS 


Reduce WATER DAMAGE & INSURANCE RATES 


rubberized fabrie; coat has twe out- Procresstve Fire Chiefs everywhere recognize the necessity of 
side pockets with snap fasteners; improved salvage work if they are to better their records. 
flexible, clastic Inner sleeves fer Shuredry Salvage Covers have been used to illustrate salvage talks 
wricte=heeps cut water, cold and by leading Fire Chiefs at many conventions. They have been recom- 


ee ee ae nan = mended by these practical men in service for dependability, efficiency 








other d 1 my to the department. Easy to handle and to spread, 
pA] a a FS 4 that they iil “net ereck when folded or stored. They do not sweat and 
make this extra-serviceable outfit are chemically treated against mildew. 

— Write for samples and prices. 


All garments Union Made 
AFL. 


Fulton Bag & Cotton Mills 


MIDWESTERN MFC. CO. 


A ‘ > DALLA 
Mackinaw, Illinois ATLANTA Tt Loul 
: MINNEAPOLIS NEW YORK NEW ORLEANS KANSA iTY. KAN 

















Kindly mention Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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Portable 


ELECTRIC PLANTS 


FOR FIRE DEPARTMENT 
DEPENDABILITY 


We are builders of 
the world’s most com- 
plete line of Electric 
Plants. In all parts 
of the world — arctic 
expeditions or tropical 
plantations — U 

plants have proved 
their steadfast de- 
pendability. And the 
reason: “U. S.” gen- 
erating sets are de- 
signed to meet the 
conditions under which 
they will operate. 


1250 WATTS—4 CYCLE—QUICK STARTING 


This 1250 watt, portable unit has been designed ex- 
pressly for fire department use. It is small, light, com- 
pact and equipped with carriers for easy portability 
out on the job. Air-cooled 4-cycle engine 2%” bore x 
2%" stroke. 2.4 H.P. 2 gallon fuel tank. 


LARGER SIZES 


Larger sizes are avail- 
able. Illustration to the 
right is 5 KW 4-cylinder 
Portable Unit. Auto- 
matic remote control. 
Write for complete in- 
formation. 

Also automatic emer 
gency units for alarm 
systems. 


UNITED STATES 

MOTORS CORP. 

430 Nebraska St. 
Oshkosh, Wis. 








EMERGENCY 
PUMPING 


Cellars—Cisterns 
Flood Water 


Portable 


HALE 


Type FLH 





12,000 GALLONS PER HOUR 
at 40-Foot Head 


This versatile unit will be a useful addition to your fire company 


SAVES REPAIRS 
ON MAJOR PUMPERS 


Exhaust Ejector Priming Keeps Pumping Up to 30-Foot Lift 
Also Investigate the HALE Type F—40,000 Gallons Per Hour 


Write Today for the Catalog 


and Folders on the Com- 
plete Line of Hale Pumps. 


HALE 
FIRE PUMP 
COMPANY 


708-716 Spring Mill Avenue 
CONSHOHOCKEN, PA. 


























FREE TO 
FIRE CHIEFS 


Fire chiefs who are seeking increased 
appropriations for more fire alarm boxes 
or fire fighting equipment may help their 
cause by furnishing the Mayor of their 


city a copy of 
“INFLATION anp FIRE CHIEFS” 


by Rocer W. Basson as it appeared in 
Fire ENGINEERING for February, 1937. 
Copies will be sent free to any chief who 


writes: 


BABSON:S STATISTICAL ORGANIZATION, Inc. 
By ROGER W. BABSON, President 
Babson Park, Mass. 























KEEP YOUR COPIES 
of FIRE ENGINEERING 
inthishandy BINDER 


VERY issue, as you 

know, is packed 

full of interesting 
and authoritative data, 
ideas, news, etc., that 
you like to keep handy 
for ready reference. 
Why not keep them all 
together in a binder? 
You'll find this special 
one a great conven- 
ience. The cost is only 
$1.75 and many of our 
subscribers are already 
using them. What 
about you? 


Address 
Book Department 





CASE-SHEPPERD-MANN PUB. CORP. 


24 W. 40th St. New York, N. Y. 
ME: . y alc ws kv hv ob aay do SRR ON eas ™ 
| ERR, ter rae ce ig fr oe 
RS, Ns dub Ohio wala a hacen it yee Aai ‘ 





It will help if you will mention Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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1,200 + 2.6 = 462 feet of 2%4-inch 

Two parallel 200-foot lines of 2u% 4 inch 
200 + 3.6 = 55.5 feet of 2% -inch 

Combine the two 1%-inch neasies into 
a single nozzle 

Two 1%-inch nozzles equals one 1%- 
inch nozzle. 

Assume N. P. is 40 pounds. 

Discharge is 496 g.p.m. 

Friction loss in 100 feet of 2%4-inch 
hose carrying 496 gp.m. is 55 
pounds approximately. 

Friction loss Engine B to nozzle is 
462+55.5 _. 

—j00-—-*5 284.6 pounds. 

E. P. N. P.—Friction. 

40 + 284.6 pounds = 324.6 pounds. 

A second size engine cannot deliver 
496 gallons per minute at 324.6 
pounds. 

Friction from Engine A to Engine B 
is 6.15 & 55 or 338.25 pounds. 

Allow 10 pounds inlet pressure for 
Engine B. 

Then E. P. at Engine A is 338 + 10, 
or 348.25. 

A 1,000-gallon engine cannot deliver 
496 g.p.m. at 348.25 pounds engine pres- 
sure. 

Stretch 4 

1,000 gallon pumper; two lines of 2%- 
inch hose, 1,000; second size engine; two 
lines of 2%-inch hose, 1,000 feet; sec- 
ond size engine; 800 feet of three-inch 
line; 200 feet of 2'%4-inch line; 1%-inch 
nozzle. 

Reduce all hose to a single line of 

2'%4inch hose 

Two parallel 1,000-foot lines of 2%- 
inch hose 

1,000 ~ 3.6 or 278 feet of 2%-inch line 

800 feet of 3-inch 
800 + 2.6, or 309 feet of 2%-inch 

Hose from A to B. 

278 feet of 2%4-inch hose 

Hose from B to C. 

278 feet of 2%4-inch hose 

Hose from C to nozzle. 

308 + 200 = 508 feet of 2%-inch 
hose. 

Assume N. P. is 60 pounds 

Discharge is 290 g.p.m. 

Friction loss in 100 feet of 2y%- inch 
hose carrying 290 g.p.m. is 19.95, 
or 20 pounds approximately. 

Friction loss from “C” to nozzle is 
5.08 & 20, or 101.6 pounds. 

N. P. is 60 pounds. 

Therefore E. P. at Engine is 101.6 + 
60, or 161.6 pounds. 

A second size engine can meet this 
performance. 

Friction loss from B to C is 2.78 20, 
or 55.6 pounds. 

Allow 10 pounds entrance pressure at 
C. Then E. P. at B is 55.6+ 10, 
or 65.6. 

This will also be the pressure at En- 
gine A. 

While Engine C carries the greater 
part of the burden, the layout will 
work. 

This layout gives the best stream of 
the four layouts. 





One for Our Readers 


One of our correspondents has asked 
us for the origin of the word “hook” as 
used in hook and ladder truck. 

Readers knowing of the origin of this 
term are requested to write the Editor 
of “Questions and Answers.” Credit will 
be given in this department for any in- 
formation furnished. 


Fairfield Chiefs See Fire Preven- 
tion Moving Pictures 


The December meeting of the Fair- 
field County Fire Chiefs’ Emergency 
Plan was featured by four moving pic- 
tures on fire prevention subjects. The 
meeting was held at the Beckerle Hose 
Company’s Headquarters, Danbury, 
Conn., on the evening of Wednesday, 
December 28. President Boyle presided 
and called upon Mayor Martin J. Cun- 
ningham and Chief J. H. McNamara, of 
Danbury, who welcomed the members. 

The four films consisted of “U. S. Fire 
Fighters,” shown by courtesy of the Na- 
tional Fire Protection Association, a 
“March of Time” film, shown for the 
first time anywhere except moving pic- 
ture houses; a Goodyear Rubber film, il- 
lustrating a new safety tire; a forest fire- 
fighting film and a film of Connecticut 
views in color, both shown by E. M. C. 
Eddy, Superintendent of Fire Wardens 
in the Western part of Litchfield County. 

Fire Commissioner Merwin, in report- 
ing for the Oil Burner Committee, sug- 
gested that it would be advisable for 
every community to have its own oil 
burner ordinance, and the Fire Chief 
should go before his board to advocate 
it. Such an ordinance should be framed 
to fit the conditions in the community, as 
each has its individual problems. The 
Chief should keep at his board until the 
ordinance is adopted. 

Leo Carroll, Lieutenant of State 
Police, Richfield Barracks, spoke on the 
detection of arson, and pointed out that 
firemen can be of great assistance in ob- 
taining evidence at suspicious fires. 

Chief Morehouse, Brewster, N. Y., 
former President of the Mid-Hudson- 
Harlem Valley Fire Chiefs’ Association, 
and Chief Deming, President of Litch- 
field County Fire Chiefs Emergency 
Plan also spoke. 

In describing his film, Mr. Eddy em- 
phasized the efficiency of the Indian 
knapsack pumps in fighting forest fires. 
He also told of the use of fire towers 
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in detecting fires at great distances, and 
the rapidity by which alarms for such 
fires could be sent by this means. 

It was announced that the next meet- 
ings would be held at the Southport, 
Conn., fire house, on January 25; on 
February 22 at Westport and on March 
22 at Wilton. Refreshments were served 
after the meeting by the Danbury de- 
partment. 





Chief T. G. McCarthy Honored 


More than 250 persons attended the 
testimonial dinner given in honor of the 
new head of the Weymouth, Mass., Fire 
Department, Chief Timothy G. McCar- 
thy. The Chief was presented with a 
beautiful silver service. There was an 
entertainment program, followed by 
speeches. Harry J. Dowd presided as 
Toastmaster. The principal address was 
given by Fire Commissioner William 
Arthur Reilly, Boston. Others who 
spoke were Chief Fred A. Tenney, 
Braintree; Chief Melvin Coulter, Hol- 
brook; Chief John Casey, Abington; 
Chief Clyson Inkley, Rockland; Deputy 
Chief John F. McDonough and Dis- 
trict Chief William Donovan, Boston 
Fire Department; and Charles Y. Berry, 
principal of the Hunt School, North 
Weymouth, who said that McCarthy’s 
appointment was a reward for fine char- 
acter, willingness to work, and devotion 
to duty. 

Harry BELKNAP. 





Petrey Heads Alabama Firemen 


At the recent annual convention of the 
Alabama State Firemen’s Association, 
held at Mobile, Ala., Assistant Chief L. 
L. Petrey, Mobile Fire Department, was 
elected President, Chief Peter Mathews, 
Tuscaloosa, First Vice-President; Lieu- 
tenant T. A. Henderson, Montgomery, 
Second Vice-President, and George E. 
Crossett, Birmingham, Secretary. There 
was an attendance of about 300 firemen. 








Another Activity of the Darktown Fire Brigade 


This reproduction of a Currier and Ives print was used as a greeting card and calendar by the Elkhart 
Brass Manufacturing Company, Elkhart, Ind. The parson remarks to the Chief, “No sah, de meetin’ 
house ain’t afire, but de congregation am takin’ a smoke of de world’s best terbakker.’ 
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for promotional examinations. 


throughout the country. 





PROMOTIONAL STUDY COURSE 


Herein is presented a series of definitions, questions and answers 
designed to aid fire department officers in preparing themselves 
In this department, which appears 
monthly, will be included questions typical of examinations held 























Definitions 


Niggerhead: A small black box enclos- 
ing the alarm mechanism on a water 
flow alarm attached to a sprinkler 
systemi. 

Non-Conductors: Substances that do not 
conduct or transmit heat or electricity. 

Occupancy: Means the use to which a 
building is put, or the purpose for 
which it is occupied. The contents of 
a building determines its “occupancy.” 
The “occupancy” may be a carpenter 
shop, or paint shop, a garage, school 
house, etc. 

Omnibus Bar (usually called Bus-bar): 
The bar in a switchboard or similar 
apparatus which receives the current 
from the main circuit and distributes 
the current among the branch lines or 
leads. 

One-Fire Risk: A risk, either a single 
building or group of buildings mutual- 
ly exposing each other and subject to 
destruction by a single fire. 


Questions 
(To Be Answered in Next Issue} 


1. You are ordered to put a Hart Cel- 
lar pipe in service. Describe in de- 
tail what you would do? 

2. With what fire equipment should 
a strictly modern warehouse be 
equipped? 

3. (a) Explain fully the proper meth- 
od of holding a life net to prevent 
the person jumping into it from be- 
ing injured. 

(b) What may occur to the men 
holding the net if it is not properly 
held? 


False and True Questions 


(Is Each Question False or True? Answers 
in Next Issue) 


4. T F—Ranges resting directly on the 
floor, even if they have air spaces in 
the bottom, are more hazardous than 
stoves on legs. 

5. T F—The use of low priced electric 
pads for bed warming is not con- 
sidered dangerous. 

6. T F—One duty of the company 
commander is to see that strangers 
are kept out of fire quarters. 

7. T F—lIndividual members of the fire 
company are sent to investigate 
alarms sent in by telephone before 
the company responds. 

8. T F—Fatigue is no excuse for 
failure of a member of the Fire De- 
partment to respond to a fire. 

9. T F—A building may be dynamited 
or razed, in order to check a fire, 
only with the consent of the owner. 

10. T F—Doors leading from factories 
should open outward. 

11. T F—Theater programs must con- 
tain a diagram showing the location 
of exits. 


12. T F—Ashes, when inside a build- 
ing, are always a fire hazard. 

13. T F—A member of the Fire Depart- 
ment may accept a reward tendered 
him by a citizen, but only with the 
permission of the head of the de- 
partment. 

14. T F—Fire extinguishers in theaters 
must be recharged by members of 
the Fire Department. 

15. T F—Snow removed from in front 
of the fire quarters should be piled 
in the center of the street. 

16. T F—No member of the Fire De- 
partment may wear any part of his 
uniform, following his arrival at 
home, after going off duty. 

17. T F—Electric irons are always fire 
hazards. 

18. T F—Purchases of property for pri- 
vate use made by members of the 
Fire Department are purely personal 
matters and the Department has no 
jurisdiction in the matter. 

19. T F—An automatic sprinkler sys- 
tem should have a reliable water 
flow alarm connected with it. 

20. T F—In the adoption of a policy 
of gradual sprinkler protection in a 
hotel, the installation should be in- 
stalled first at the top and the latter 
successive installations should work 
downward toward the basement. 


Completion Statements 


21. Two types of cellar pipes are . 
Mn w.cubeas 

22. When breaking large plate glass 
windows, men should stand ....... 

23. The chief use of the pull-down hook 
and chain is to ........ 

24. Back draught at fires usually occurs 
, eee 


Answers to Questions in Previous 
Lesson 


1. Question does not state at what 
time fire occurs; this is a point which 
would have great bearing upon the ac- 
tions of the Fire Department immediate- 
ly upon arrival. It will therefore be as- 
sumed that fire occurs late at night when 
most, or all, of the tenants are in the 
building, and probably asleep. 

Under such conditions, a serious life 
hazard would face the department. 

First attention must, of course, be 
given to rescue of persons within the 
building. To accomplish this, a member 
of the first company arriving at the fire 
would be sent to the roof to open up 
scuttles and skylights in order to draw 
the fire up through definite channels and 
prevent its mushrooming on any of the 
floors. 

First engine company stretch in two 
lines: one into hallway to operate on fire 
on the ground floor, and the second up a 
ladder to second floor. 

Second engine company stretch in two 
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lines, one to the rear of the ground floor 
to prevent fire from lapping up into sec- 
ond floor windows, and to attempt to 
kill it at that point. One line from the 
second engine company to be operated 
on fire in basement. 

Third engine company to stretch a 
single line to assist line operating on 
the second floor. If this assistance is not 
necessary, and if the line already at this 
point is holding the fire, and bringing it 
under control, the line from the third 
company would then operate on the fire 
on the ground floor at the front of the 
building or on fire in basement. 

First due truck company place ladders 
front and rear, to reach fire escapes, and 
also place ladders to windows on upper 
floors, if such are necessary. Members 
of the first due truck company would 
be ordered to go through the various 
floors to make sure that all persons were 
out. Second due truck company upon 
arriving would be assigned to assist in 
these operations, particularly in helping 
to bring people from the various floors 
down ladders to the street. 

In the event of necessity, life nets 
would be held by members of either first 
or second due truck company, to rescue 
those who were at the point of jumping 
to the street. 

After the occupants of the building 
have all been brought to safety, mem- 
bers of the second due truck company 
would patrol buildings on either side to 
make sure that fire is not extending 
through walls, cornices, open cock lofts, 
or other unprotected openings. 

Should it be difficult, or impossible, 
to get ladders to the rear of the build- 
ing promptly and should there be no fire 
escape on the front of the building; also 
should the apartment be of considerable 
area and a great number of people there- 
in, main efforts would have to be di- 
rected toward keeping the stairway in- 
tact so that this means could be em- 
ployed for bringing the people from the 
upper floors to the street. 

As the size of the building is not given, 
nor the exposures, it is not certain that 
the first alarm assignment could handle 
the fire. If the building were of large 
area and if the fire had gained control 
of the ground floor and was threatening 
to spread upward through other vertical 
passages, Such as dumbwaiter shafts, 
vent shafts and light shafts, additional 
help would be called at once. 

In any case, as soon as the fire has 
been held on the ground floor and stair- 
well, careful inspection should be made 
throughout the building to make sure 
that fire had not risen through concealed 
spaces, as noted before. 

2. Opening of building for fire-fight- 
ing purposes would entail two considera- 
tions: providing entry for fire companies 
with fire lines, and ventilation. 

If the building is locked, such as it 
would likely be after business hours, 
forcible entry must be employed. The 
exact procedure in opening the doors 
would depend entirely upon the type of 
doors encountered and methods of lock- 
ing. First try the doors to make sure 
that they are locked. If they are found 
locked, then use claw tool, buster bar, 
jimmy, axe, lock breaker, etc., to open 
them. If doors spring inward, Detroit or 
Hale door openers may be used with 
good effect. In an emergency, a bat- 
tering ram may be brought into play, al- 
though this is used comparatively sel- 
dom. 
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Here's the Nozzle that has Everything 
FURTHER IMPROVED 


with the NEW Poppet Head 
study no-elog feature .... 





Greater improvements is in AKR- 0-MIST, incorporat- 
ing the feature, makes it 
one of the most eftective nozzies for fighting any 
type of fire. This new improvement makes it defi- 
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Heavy Packing — = 










is * shaped ied. nitely impossible for AKR-O-MIST Nozzles to clog 

Cha aot ° ess See - . « inner vapor is provided with floating center 

1. Water Corning Desir. re ejed Surise we baffle head which is automatically, thoroughly cleaned 
arte OP Effect! g. Knurlee * ing Metel-te by pressing floating head while in operation. 
¢ Mexim » 9, Note Flo@ — Shute AKR-O-MIST provides TWO CONES OF MIST— 
ness- 4 Plunéet ie Metal ln sie an exclusive feature—which give you extra advan- 
Mis wn wht ‘mposition. , 4g Flos tages. AKR-O-MIST brings about a quicker cover- 
Pushed YO", clean Conweet Rigid ‘i ing and smothering action because of these two 
eration etal 5 er cones of mist—inner-penetrating, small-volume cone 

ning. Head for ing Rub Bump converted into steam almost instantly from heat of 
holes in Be int Innet 1 Heavy Mist Cone fire. Outer larger adjustable cone retains steam— 
er Passaé' 1, Outer Viet Co e completely smothering fire. AKR-O-MIST is ad- 

Wate® pischarée- 12. Innet © pore peas justable, from complete shut-off through all stages 
Com Surface ring *° Counter-Pr cing of OP of double cone mist, to solid stream and then to single 
4, Kaut Triple Bes’ Alien * preve inner cone vapor. * This sequence is essential for 
5. Lon Pert ct ator at-ToP e . practical contro! of liquid fires—danger resulting from 
Gue Hand Acme a fi wee going through ae stream feature to accomplish 

t = jete 14. Gea’ Three vapor ted in our construction. 

An Basy oo ae De sistance: Equip your ae with AKR-O-MIST NOZZLES 

* Controls vy ood? YAM , and you will be ready for any kind of a fire. 


oeoee of Operation: 


* Balanced discharge same G.P.M. straight stream 
or vapor. 


AKRON BRASS MFG. COMPANY, Inc., Wooster, Ohio 


MANUFACTURERS OF “AMERICA’S BEST MADE” FIRE HOSE COUPLINGS, NOZZLES, MILL SUPPLIES 











MANHATTAN FIRE HOSE| | 22OWNING. ELECTRIC SHOCK, CARBON. 


MONOXIDE—GAS POISONING, SUFFOCATION, 


* Carefully Inspected at Every Stage of and ASPHYXIA of the NEW-BORN, etc., require 
Manufacture prompt treatment by medically approved methods. 
* Every Length Tested Under Pressure PREPARATION PROVIDES PROPER 


PROTECTION. See the unique combination 
* Flat-Folding on iée Easy-to-Handle E & J RESUSCITATOR, 


Made by the makers of Manhattan Radio- INHALATOR — ASPIRATOR. 


Active Treated Fire Hose—the mildew- — oe 
proof, rot-proof, freeze-proof fire hose. 


ee Seen E & J COMPANY 


Executive Offices and Factories Passaic, New Jersey GLENDALE CALIFORNIA 


(Write for literature and immediate 
demonstration in your city.) 











COVER’S 
NOD and SHAKE 
SMOKE MASK 


Carry It in Pocket. Slip on 
in a Jiffy. Positive Protection 
to Eyes Against Smoke and 
saves the lungs. 


Why get sick? 


Price $48 per Dozen 


Upon receipt of $4.00 one 
will be forwarded as a sample, 
postpeid. 


H. S. COVER 


Station A, SOUTH BEND, IND. 


MECHANICAL SIRENS 
again specified on 


New York City 


Ho.rk Fire Engines 
COMPANY to be delivered in 1939 


10 Broad St., 7 
Stapleton, 


Staten Island, MODERNIZE wae fe for 
N. Y. 
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TWO POWERFUL APPARATUS SIGNALS 


STERLING OSCILITE is a 
rugged, self-contained unit 
with operating mechanism 
completely enclosed within its 
body. It oscillates. No ex- 
posed wiring. Brackets for 
either top or fender mounting. 
No. 30 SIRENLITE is a powerful 
siren and flashing light combined. 
Free rolling and sturdy. 








STERLING 
OSCILITE 





No. 30 
SIRENLITE 
. Specify Sterling Sirens and Oscilite on all New Equipment 


THE STERLING SIREN FIRE ALARM CO., Rochester, N. Y. 








HEWITT-GUTTA PERCHA 


FIRE HOSE 


A complete line, including 
Wax Treated - Solid Multiple Woven 








AND 

Single and Double Jacket Hose Motor Apparatus 
Menufectured by Pumps @ Fire Appliances 

HeEwItT RUBBER CORPORATION Automatic Fire Alarm Systems 
BUFFALO, N. Y. The SEALAND CORPORATION 








“Territories Available” Bridgeport, Connecticut 











CAIRNS otic HELMET | JCRACKERJACK 
FIRE HOSE 


unsurpassed 

reputation for QUALITY and 

SERVICE that has made it the 
STANDARD OF THE WEST 


COMFORTABLE AS 
YOUR OLD FELT HAT; 
WON'T SHAKE OFF 


Never go to a fire with- 
out the protection of « 





good helmev. It may for over 25 years. 
save your life. 
° 
DESIGN - - MATERIALS - - CONSTRUCTION 
ALL PROVED RIGHT BY YEARS OF ACTUAL USE SORES PUES Cnn SUE 
Ask for Catalog 229 + 


CAIRNS & BROTHER THE AMERICAN RUBBER MANUFACTURING CO. 
444 LAFAYETTE STREET - Established 1836 - NEW YORK OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA 








Dealers ia All Parts of the Country 








WATE ROUS 


COMPRESSION 
a FIRE HYDRANTS 


0) ; Dependable 2 


ESTABLISHED 1886 











NORTHERN PUMP COMPANY 


ESTABLISHED 1907 











MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 


= 








WATEROUS COMPANY - ST. PAUL 
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In forcing entry, avoid urinecessarily 
breaking plate glass or doors. Much un- 
necessary damage can be avoided by us- 
ing care in forcible entry work. 

If building has been closed for several 
hours and fire has apparently been burn- 
ing for some time, there is a possibility 
of back draft. This is caused by distilla- 
tion of inflammable gases from com- 
bustible materials within the building, as 
well as incomplete combustion of such 
materials. Upon opening the door the 
necessary oxygen is furnished the fire, 
and combustible gases may explode. If 
such conditions are noted within the 
building, have men keep to one side as 
doors are opened. 

Work of venting can be progressing 
along with the work of forcible entry. In 
other words, while men are forcing the 
door at the front of the building, two 
men should be sent to the roof to be 
ready to open up as soon as the lines are 
in position for operation. The roof i 
opened first, so that combustible gases, 
heat and smoke are drawn upward to the 
atmosphere, thus easing up the condition 
in the building, so that men can operate 
on the fire at close range. After the men 
on the roof have finished the work of 
opening the roof, they then work down 
the fire escapes, opening windows as 
they go so that the entire building may 
be properly relieved of smoke, gases, and 
heat. 

To ventilate the ground floor, assum- 
ing that the men are working on this 
floor, it may be necessary to open or 
break transoms or small glass panes over 
show windows. This may be done, in 
most cases, without damaging the show 
windows. 

3. False; 4. False; 5. True; 6. False; 
7. True; 8 True; 9. False; 10. True; 
11 . False; 12. False; 13. True; 14. True; 
15. Falwe; 16. False; 17. False; 18. False; 
19. False; 20. True. 


21. ... gravey teak. ... 

22. ... carbon monoxide. ... 

23. ... toward the ceiling at an 
angle. 

ae. «ss Ma Gs 


Prof. Criswell Dead 


Prof. Robert Bruce Criswell, head of 
the Fire Service Extension, University of 
Maryland, was found dead in his garage 
on January 3. Death was due to carbon 
monoxide. 

Prof. Criswell had returned from a 
banquet at Frederick, Md., at about 1.30 
a.m. His wife smelled fumes from the 
basement garage and found the body ly- 
ing on the floor. She summoned aid, but 
it was too late. 

His death was a great blow to the 
volunteer firemen of Maryland. His 
pleasing personality and modern teach- 
ing methods had made him highly popu- 
lar in all sections of the state. At the 
time of his death, Prof. Criswell was 
directing forty firemen’s classes and was 
personally teaching six of them. 

Otis SmitH. 





Railroad Power Hazards Discussed 
by Westchester Chiefs 


At its December 21 meeting, — 
at Fire Headquarters, Elmsford, N. Y., 
the Fire Chiefs’ Emergency Plan ‘al 
Westchester County featured in its pro- 
gram the topic “Hazards connected with 
Overhead and Third-Rail Power Sup- 


ply.” The subject in all its ramifica- 
tions was ably handled by guest speak- 
ers, Mr. Fox, Superintendent of Power 
of the New York, New Haven & Hart- 
ford and Albert Gilmore, Superintendent 
of Power of the New York Central Rail- 
roads. Discussion was also entered into 
by the members. The program was di- 
rected by Chief John Brennan, Chair- 
man of the Program Committee. 

The meeting was opened by President 
Roi Woolley, who introduced the host, 
Chief Van Twisk, Pleasantville. Chief 
Van Twisk in turn presented Commis- 
sioners Charles Flink and Charles Jane, 
Pleasantville, both of whom expressed 
their interest in the work of the Plan. 
Another guest was Charles McCollough, 
Safety Engineer, interested in the pro- 
gram for improved parkway protection, 
which, according to Chairman of the 
Committee charged with the program, 
Captain Howson, of Bronxville, is prog- 
ressing nicely. Ninety per cent of the 
county’s parkways have now been 
charted and are adequately covered by 
respective Fire Departments. 

Commissioner Jane, of the Legal 
Committee, reported on a proposed bill, 
said to be ready for introduction at 
Albany, which will place all fire patrols 
under the jurisdiction of the police in- 
stead of Fire Departments. After dis- 
cussion, the members voted to have its 
Committee register the Plan’s protest 
against the proposed bill. 

Twelve new members were taken into 
the organization and the first large 
city to join the Plan as a sustaining 
member, White Plains, reported through 
its Chief, Abbott Griffin, that he had 
been given authority to take the required 
action. Several other communities also 
reported they would become sustaining 
members shortly. 

President Woolley reported communi- 
cations from Toronto, Canada, counties 
in Long Island, Pennsylvania and other 
localities, requesting information on the 
Plan and expressing intention to or- 
ganize similar Emergency Plans. 

The next meeting will be held in Fair- 
view, January 18. At that time Chief 
John Brennan will deliver a paper on 

“Hose Layouts and Hose Streams” and 
will direct a round table discussion on 
the subject. 
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Steps are being taken to include a 
measure of entertainment along with the 
business sessions. Commissioner Wil- 
liam Livingston, Tarrytown, is to report 
on an entertainment program at the 
January meeting. Also, Chief Van de 
Water, Chairman of the Ways and 
Means Committee, will distribute an- 
other paper for the members’ library. 
The finished paper handed out at the 
December meeting was that by Robert 
H. Lockwood, Associate Editor, Fire 
ENGINEERING, on “Trends and Develop- 
ments in Fire Apparatus and Equip- 
ment.” 

In spite of the inclement weather, 
there were 126 in attendance. Refresh- 
ments were served by the Elmsford Fire 
Department. 


Mid-Hudson-Harlem Valley 
Chiefs Hold Annual Meeting 


The annual meeting of the Mid-Hud- 
son-Harlem Valley Fire Chiefs’ Asso- 
ciation was held at the Poughkeepsie, 
N. Y., Exempt Firemen’s Headquarters 
on the evening of Saturday, December 
3. Plans were discussed for the naming 
of all roads in the district. As it is at 
present, many are known only as 
“roads,” leading to confusion in answer- 
ing alarms. It was agreed that the work 
of naming the roads might take some 
time, but the association plans to co- 
operate with the Highway Department 
and the various town boards as far as 
possible. 

A demonstration of a new type of 
resuscitator was given, as was also that 
of a new floodlight. 

The officers elected were: 
President—-Chief Junia W. 

Patterson, N. Y. 

First Vice-President—Chief Arthur Gee, 
Arlington. 

Second Vice-President—Chief B. D. Fel- 
ler, Red Hook. : 

Third Vice-President—J. C. Furst, Brew- 
ster. 

Secretary (re-elected)—-Chief Henry F. 
Drake, Stanfordville. 

Treasurer (re-elected)—Chief Harry A. 
Kline, Hope Farm. 

Directors to 1940—Chiefs William Kelly, 
Dover Plains, and Andrew Taber, 
Staatsbure. 

The association will hold its annual 
banquet next March. 





Dykeman, 











Fire Apparatus Delivered to Allingtown, Conn. 
A new fire apparatus unit was delivered by the Sealand Corporation, Bridgeport, Conn., to Alling- 


town, Conn. 


The apparatus has an International Harvester chassis, a 200-gallon rotary pump, 200- 


gallon booster tank, and in addition to the regular ladders, it carries overhead a 35-foot truss extension 
ladder. 
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FALSE 








"Did ya hear the dirty dig that guy made? 


‘Lost Angels’. 


GOOD USE OF TiME 

The volunteers did put out the small 
fire,. but. in doing .so, they used more 
water than they should. The man of the 
house was not pleased with results, and 
he called the village hall for some one to 
come out and get rid of all the water 
that had collected in the cellar. 

Eventually the man arrived, and in a 
very apologetic manner he asked: 

“Well, how is the water?” 

“Oh, it’s not so bad now,” said the 
other with a sneer. “While waiting for 
you, I taught my wife how to swim.” 


The feminine of bachelor is lady-in- 
waiting. 


UNENCUMBERED 

The Chief’s son who was reading the 
newspaper, came across an item that 
was puzzling. 

“Dad,” he asked, “what does it mean 
when the paper says some man went to 
a convention as a delegate-at-large?” 

“That means his wife didn’t go with 
him, son.” 


Nothing is more pathetic than a 
horsefly on the radiator cap of the 
pumper. 





UP AND AT THEM 

In one city, applicants for the position 
of Lieutenant were subjected to a writ- 
ten examination. Regarding arson ac- 
tivities, the following question was 
asked: 

“As you approach the scene of a fire, 
you see a man leave the house, jump into 


Wanted to know if 


ALARMS 


a car, and speed away at about forty 
miles an hour. You have reason to be- 
lieve that he set fire to the place. What 
would you do?” 

One of the applicants wrote: 

“Speed away at fifty miles an hour.” 


Folks who say that politicians are 
cheap aren’t taxpayers. 


GOOD NEWS 

It was iong past New Year’s—in fact 
so long past, that one of the boys going 
out of the house at the end of his shift, 
saw the fellow walking along the curb, 
one foot on the curb and one in the 
gutter. 

“Hey, you’re drunk!” he called and 
pointed the man out to some of his 
buddies, who were coming out of the 
station at that moment. 

The inebriate gave a sigh of relief. 

“Thank God,” he said. “I thought I 
was lame.” 


ERROR 


The local newspaper in its personal 
column reported that the Chief had been 
in bed most of the week with a bad coed. 


\ 
wy 


. 2 \ wn 
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4 bystander, seeing a dog perched up on the driver's seat of a pumper, asked the Chief: 
“What do you fellows need a dog for anyway?" 
Replied the Chief with this squelcher: "We bring him along to help us find the hydrants.” 
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HENRY J. Sean) re 


Custom 
wade . 





Coat No. 

fe. Set ae Our uniforms have been worn by the 
ia) New York and other famous fire 
i. departments for over 35 years 





Send Orders to 136-140 WEST 2ist ST. NEW YORK 











3 OUTSTANDING FEATURES 
in the DAYTON 


POWER-DRAULIC 
EXPANDER 


i f 
EXPANDS (rep tee "te 8 suction 
hose. No effort—ne pumping—ne quess 


| a. hose up te 700 pressure 
TESTS Rh BRK. A “Ne labor 
needed. 






f EXTRACTS-- ae wa, 3 
extra tools... “" e first successful 


ame ring extractor. 
jowance on your old machine. 


DAYTON FIRE EQUIPMENT CO. 
1242-48 W. 2nd St., DAYTON, O. 


Larger, Roomier 
Work Table 














This is the new LIGHT WEIGHT 
BI-LATERAL FIRE HOSE 


This hose will stand 900 pounds pres- 
sure and — = < pounds te the 


swivel-protecting feature. 


per foot on future hose purchases. 
~* oe Gt es shew you 

that the best service 

obtainable “te te least money. 


BI-LATERAL FIRE HOSE COMPANY 
20 N. Wacker Drive Chicago, Illinois 








EDDY 


Fire Hydrants 


Are given preference by so many fire 
protection and water works men 

they know that more than half a century 
of experience goes into their manufac- 
ture and they embody valuable and 
exclusive features. 


Write for the Facts 


EDDY VALVE CO. 


Waterford, WN. Y. 
James 8. Clow & Sons, Chicago Agents 
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Ask for tt... 
[ts FREE 


As a reader of Fire Engineering 
you are entitled to our buyers’ 
information service free of cost. 
Here is how it works. 


Whenever you are seeking infor- 
mation about any piece of equip- 
ment or material that you are 
planning to buy, first look 
through the advertisements in 
this issue. They are your best 
guide. 


Then, if you do not find what you 
want, just use the blank below to 
tell us what you need and we will 
see that you get the information 
you want. 


That’s all there is to it. Easy, 
simple, and it costs absolutely 
nothing. 


Use the coupon— 


FIRE ENGINEERING 
Readers’ Service Dept., 
24 W. 40th St., New York. 
Gentlemen: 


Please have sent to me, without obligation, information 
about the following items: 




















EE. 665), B96 ib «45.595 + CUoibic-c 0 Wigs SdRIRRMEEE EE Ely « 


ADDRESS ...... ae «ts 





NOTE: The more specific you can be in detail- 1-39 
ing the items you are interested in, the more 

specific we can be in having the correct infor- 

mation sent you. 





Kindly mention Frre ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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For Midship Mounting—Specify 


BARTON-AMERICAN 


Duplex Multistage Centrifugal 
FIRE APPARATUS PUMP 


This pump has no equal for HIGH 
PRESSURES and LARGE CAPACI- 
TIES at SLOW MOTOR SPEED. 


For Front Mounting—Specify 


BARTON 


Geared Centrifugal Pump 


These pumps stand alone in their 
class where LIGHT WEIGHT, 
CONVENIENCE IN OPERATION 
and DEPENDABLE SERVICE are 
desired at LOW COST. 


AMERICAN-MARSH PuMPs |[NC. 





Battie Creek, Michigan 
Pump Manufacturers Making Fire Apparatus Pumps 


Pumps and Pumps Only Since 1873 


World's Largest 

















A FTER all, a good 
badge is a sensible in- 
vestment. Not every- 
one can wear a 
fireman's emblem of 
service. You men who 
have devoted your 
lives to saving life and 
property should be 
proud of your badge. 


You will be if you 
weer a BRAXMAR 
BADGE. Over fifty- 
five years of expe- 
rience goes into every 
badge you buy. 


Catalog ow request. 


C. G. BRAXMAR CO., 242 West 55th Street, New York 


RAXMAR 
ADGES 


Standard for Over Fifty- Eight Years 
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Yes sir, it was an 





ELKHART MYSTERY 





This news item 


November 22, 


as described he 


every type of fi 


NOZZLE 


from the Woburn, Mass., "Daily Times," 
1938, serves as more convincing proof of 


the effectiveness of Elkhart's MYSTERY NOZZLE in fight- 
ing troublesome fires. The MYSTERY NOZZLE is not only 
most efficient in extinguishing inflammable liquid fires, such 


re, but is the all-purpose nozzle for fighting 
re. 


Every fire department should equip 
its apparatus with ELKHART MYSTERY 
NOZZLE. Send for descriptive bulletins. 





ELKHART BRASS MANUFACTURING CO. 


Manufacturers of Quality Fire Department 


ELKHART 


Brass Goods Since 1902 


INDIANA 
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DRAG IT x BEND IT 
Give it the Pressure! 


Construction of Republic Fire Hose Based on Complete 
Understanding of Service Requirements. 


* Hurried and vigorous activity 
while fighting flames leaves no thought for 
careful handling of Fire Hose. Yet, much 
depends upon the performance and ability 
of the hose to withstand every type of abuse. 

These requirements of severe service 
determine the construction specifications for 
Republic Fire Hose . . . specifications which 
assure the maximum amount of flexibility, 


wear-resistance and strength. Careful su- 


pervision and tests during manufacture 
make certain that they are maintained. And 
the permanence of such properties is pro- 
tected against mildew, termites and ver- 
min by Republic's exclusive Provar Process. 

Write for information or literature on Fire 
Engine Suction Hose, Chemical Hose, Street 
Washing Hose and Rubber Covered Fire 
Hose. Republic Rubber Division Lee Rubber 
& Tire Corporation, Youngstown, Ohio. 
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... to WHAT? 


1 TOO OFTEN you have seen build- 
ings burn to the ground...seen com- 
rades killed and maimed...in battles 
that were hopeless from the outset... 
and usually because of just a few min- 
utes delay in discovering and reporting 
the outbreak. 

When you “roll” under the handicap 
of a delayed alarm from a high-value 
occupancy, the blame belongs on the 
owners...for failure to provide proper 
protection. A.D.T. Automatic Fire De- 
tecting & Reporting Systems (Aero 


Automatic Fire Alarm and Sprinkler 
Supervisory & Waterflow Alarm Serv- 
ice) detect fire and summon the fire de- 
partment instantly, automatically and 
accurately. These systems are available 
to any type of commercial, industrial 
or institutional occupancy. 

If you have “fire traps” in your town, 
where belated discovery or a delayed 
alarm would mean a hopeless, danger- 
ous battle, let us know and we will 
gladly cooperate with you in consulting 
the owners. 


A.D.T. AUTOMATIC FIRE DETECTING & REPORTING SYSTEMS 


Controlled Companies of AMERICAN DISTRICT TELEGRAPH CO. 155 Sixth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 


ENTRAL 


y.\0) 


A NATION 


TATION OFFICES IN ALL PRINCIPAL CITIES OF THE UNITED STATES 


AGAINST FIRE-BURGLARY: HOLDUP 


WIDE ORGANIZATION 








